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1. ThisActmay becited astheCaribbeanCommunity Skilled  short title.

NationalsAct 1997.

2. In this Act —

"immigration officer “ means an immigration officer
under the Immigration and Passport Act;

property" includesreal and persond property;

" qualifying Caribbean Community state€' meansa member
statedf theCaribbeanCommunity other than Antiguaand
Barbuda and whichislisted in Schedulel;

Definitions
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" Secretary-Generd" means the Secretary-Genera o the
Caribbean Community.

3 Where the qudifying Caribbean Community State is
Montserrat —

(a) apassport showing the holder —

(1) to beacitizen o the United Kingdom and
Coloniesor a British Dependent Territories
citizen; and
(ii) to have been born in Montserrat,
shall be deemed to be a passport issued by Montserrat;

(b) (1) aBritish Dependent Territoriescitizen or

(ii) acitizenof the United Kingdomand Colonies
who belongs to Montserrat under the law of
Montserrat shall be deemed to be acitizen of
aqudifying Caribbean Community stateunder
section 6.

4. (1) Notwithgtanding the provisions of any other law, an
immigration officer shall, subject to section 14 and section 16,
permitaperson towhom thissectionappliesto enter Antiguaand
Barbudafor a period of indefiniteduration.

(2) Thissection appliesto the holder of a passport issued by
aqualifying Caribbean Community state who was born in the
dtate issuing the passport or in ancther qualifying Caribbean
Community stateand presentson entry to Antiguaand Barbuda
acertificateissued by the Government of Antiguaand Barbuda
in the form in Schedule II certifying that the holder of the
passport is recognised by the Government of Antigua and
Barbudaas holding qualificationswhich satisfy the conditions
for recognition of Caribbean Community skillsqualification.

5 (1) Notwithstanding the provisons of any other law, an
immigration officer shall, subject to section 14 and section 16,
permitapersontowhomthissectionappliestoenter Antiguaand
Barbudafor aperiod of sx months.
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(2) Thissection appliesto the holder of a passport issued by
aqualifying Caribbean Community state who —

(a) Was born in the state issuing the passport or in
anotherqualifyingCaribbeanCommunity state; and

(b)  presentsonentry to Antiguaand Barbudaacertificate
issued by theGovernmentaf aqualifying Caribbean
Community statein that state's equivalentform to
theform in SchedulelI certifying that the holder of
thepassport i srecognisedby theGovernmentdf that
qualifying Caribbean Community gtate as holding
qualifications which satisfy the conditions for
recognition of Caribbean Community skills
qualification.

6 Any citizen of Antiguaand Barbuda or of a quaifying
Caribbean Community state may subject to section 14 apply to
theMinisterfor acertificateunder Schedulell insuchform, with
such supporting evidence and accompanied by the payment of
auch fees, as may be prescribed by the Minister.

7. (1) TheMinistershall subjecttosection7(2)and tosection
14 grant a certificate under Schedule I to any applicant under
section 6 who satisfiesthequalification requirementsof thisAct
andis—

(a) acitizen o Antiguaand Barbuda; or

(b) acitizendf aqualifyingCaribbeanCommunity state
under section 6 who was born in a quaifying
Caribbean Community state.

(2) The Minister may refuse to issue a certificate under
Schedulell to a person who has been convicted o an offence
under section 16 or of a Similar offence under the lav of a
qualifying Caribbean Community state.

8 (1) An applicant under section 6 who holds any of the
followingqudlificationsor combinationsof qualificationswhich

satisfiesthe qualification requirementsadf this Act:
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(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(g)
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adegreeof theUniversity of theWest Indies or of the
University of Guyana designated as a Bachelor's,
Master's or Doctor's degree;

a degree of Doctorandus, Meester, Licentiatus or
Doctor of the University of Suriname;

any University degreewhichisby commonreputeat
least comparable in academic standing with a
gualificationin 8 (1) (a)to 8 (1) (b);

any qualification or combination of qualifications
certified by the Secretary-General under section 9;

any qualificationor combinationof qualificationsin
alist —

(i) compiledfrom time to time by any authority
designated by the Minister by Order as an
accrediting authority for the purposesof this
section; and

(ii) prescribed by the Minister asalist of qualifi-
cations and combinations of qualifications
satisfying the qualification requirements of
thisAct:

a quadlification or combination of qualifications
possessed by an applicant under section 6 which is
certifiedby any authority,designatedby theMinister
by Order asanaccreditingauthority for the purposes
of this section, as satisfying the conditions for
recognition of Caribbean Community skills
gualification, whether or not any such qualification
or combination of qualifications is listed under

8 (1) (e);

any qualification or combination of qualifications
prescribed under section 15 (1).

(2) For the purposesaf 8 (1) (f), "authority" includes —
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(a) any ingtitution or other body, whetherincorporated
or not, whetheror not establi shed under theauthority
of the Government of Antiguaand Barbudaor any
other Government of a qualifying Caribbean
Community state, whether or not established under
any written law, and whether or not situated in
Antiguaand Barbuda;

(b) any person designated as holding an office in any
ingtitution or other body in 8 (2) (a); and

(c) any publicofficer,

appearing to the Minigter to have technical expertise in the
assessment of qudifications.

(3) The Minister shal make available any current list of
qudificationsand combinationsof qualificationsunder section
9 (1) (a)to any person on request, subject to the payment of —

(a) suchfees,and

(b) such other conditions,

asmay be prescribed by Regulationsmade under section 15 (2).

9. (1) A qudification or combination of quaifications is
certified by the Secretary-Generd for the purposesof section 8
(1 (@) —

(a) if it is currently listed in an official written
communication from the Secretary-General,
addressed at least to all the Governments of the
member statesof theCaribbeanCommunity listedin
Schedule I, purporting to providealist of assessed
qualifications; or

(b) if itis held by an applicant under section 6 and
certified by the Secretary-Generd inrelationto thet
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applicant as an assessed qualification, whether or
not any such qualification or combination of
qua cationsislisted under 9 (1) (a).

(2) For the purposes of 9 (1), an assessed qualificationisa
qualification which the Secretary-General has assessed, after
takingintoaccountconsultationswith theUniversity of theWest
Indies, theUniverdty o GuyanaandtheUniversitydf Suriname,
asat least equivaentin standard to any qualificationin section
8 (1) (a)to 8 (1) (b).

(3) Any function of the Secretary-General under thissection
may bedischargedby a person authorisedtodo soin an official
written communication from the Secretary-General ,addressed
at least to all the Governments of the member states of the
Caribbean Community listed in Schedulel.

(4) A communication is addressed to a Government within
the meaning of thissection if it isaddressedto —

(a) ay iI}/Il inister of that Government; or

(b) any public officer, designated by office, whose
responsibilities ncludefunctionsrel atingtoany one
ormore Of CaribbeanCommunity affairs,education,
immigration, labour or the public service.

Effecf‘s ofa i 10. (1) A person who holds a certificate under Schedule IT
e aounce ¢ shall,notwithstandingtheprovisionsof any otherlaw butsubject
entry permisson 10 Sections 14 and 16, not be subject to —

under section5 (1).

(a) any resmctionon freedom of movement, including
the freedom to leave and re-enter Antigua and
Barbudawithout further permission; or

(b) any restriction on freedom to acquire property for
use as that person's residence; or

(c) any restriction on the right to engage in gainful
employment or other occupation; or
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(d) @y restriction on freedom to acquire property for
usein that person's business,

which would not apply if that person wereacitizenof Antigua
and Barbuda

(2) For the period of the duration of the permission under
section 5 (1), a person to whom section 5 applies shall,
notwithstanding the provisonsaf any other law but subject to
section 14 and section 16, not be subject to any restriction on
freedom of movement, including the freedom to leaveand re-
enter Antiguaand Barbuda without further permission, which
would not apply if that person were a citizen of Antiguaand
Barbuda.

(3) Theacquisition of property asan investment does not
amount under thissection to the useof property for thepurpose
of businessunlessthe person acquiring that property isengaged
in the businessof managing or dealing in investment property.

11. (1) The spouse and dependent membersdf thefamily of
theholder of acertificate under Schedulell shal, notwithstanding
the provisions of any other law but subject to section 14 and
section 16, not be subject to any redtrictiori on freedom of
movement, including thefreedomtoleaveand re-enter Antigua
and Barbudawithoutfurther permission, whichwould not apply
if that spouse or dependent family member were a citizen of
Antiguaand Barbuda.

(2) For theperiod of theduration of apermissionunder section
5 (1), the spouse and dependent members of the family of the
person to whom section 5 applies shall, notwithstanding the
.Jprovisonsd any other law but subject to section 14 and section
16, not be subject to any restriction on freedom of movement,
including thefreedomtoleaveand re-enter Antiguaand Barbuda
withoutfurther permission, which would notapply if that spouse
or dependent family member were a citizen of Antigua and
Barbuda.

12. Permissiontoenter under section4(1) or section5(1) and
the rights conferred under section 10 and section 11 shall,

notwithstanding the provisions of any other law but subject to
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section 14 and section 16, beirrevocable during theduration of
the permissionexcept for cause and by procedurewhich would,
apart from this Act, render at least a member of some category
of citizens of Antigua and Barbuda liable to deportation,
extradition or other form of expulsion.

13. Therightsand privilegesconferred by thisAct onaholder
of a passportissued by a qualifying Caribbean Community state
shall not derogate from any other rights and privileges of that
passport holder.

14. (1) In this section —

(a) referencestothisActarereferencestotheprovisions
of this Act apart from this section;

(b) aqualifying Caribbean Community state's reciprocal
rights and privileges comprise the rights and
privileges conferred by thelaw of that state on the
holder of a passport issued by the Government of
Antiguaand Barbudawhowould,in relationto that
qualifying Caribbean Community state, satisfy
conditions analogous to those required under this
Act;

(9  arelevant passport holder isa holder of a passport
issued by a qualifying Caribbean Community state
who satisfiesthe conditionsof this Act for any right
or privilege conferred by this Act.

(2) The rights and privileges conferred by this Act on a
relevant passport holder shall not exceed that state's reciprocal
rights and privileges.

(3) A qudifying Caribbean Community state's reciprocal
rightsand privilegesshall in theabsenceof proof tothecontrary
be presumed to be the same as the rights and privileges which
would be conferred by this Act on a relevant passport holder.

15. (1) The Minister may by Order prescribe particular
gualifications or combinations of qualifications, additional to
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those listed in section 8(1), as qualificationswhich satisfy the
qualificationrequirementsof this Act.

(2) TheMinistermay make Regulations generallyfor carrying
out theobjectsand purposesof this Act.

(3)Regulationsmade under 15(2) shall besubjecttonegative
resolution.

16. (1) A person commitsan offencewho, for the purpose of
procuring a certificate under Schedulell, or for the purpose of
seeking permissionunder section4(1) or section5(1), makesany
statement which that person knows to be false in a materia
particularor recklessly makesany statementwhich isfalseina
material particular.

(2) Conviction of an offence under this section renders a
certificateunder Schedul ell liabl etocancdl | ationat thediscretion
of the Miniser.

(3) Whereacertificate has been cancelled under 16 (2), any

person who uses the certificate, knowing that it has been
cancelled, commits an offence.

(4) Where a certificate under section 5 (2) (b) has been
cancdled by the Government of the qualifying Caribbean
Community state which issued the certificate, any person who
usesthat certificate, knowingthatit hasbeen cancelled,commits
an offence.

(5) Conviction of an offence under this section renders a
permission under section4 (1) or section 5 (1) revocable at the
discretion of the Minister.

(6) Convictionof an offenceunder thissectiondisentitlesthe

person convicted fromtheright to the permission under section
4 (1) or section 5 (1).

17. A person whocommitsan offenceunder thisActisliable
on summary conviction to afineof ten thousand dollarsand to
imprisonment for six months.
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SCHEDULEI (sections2, 9)

QUALIFYING CARIBBEANCOMMUNITY STATES

@
)
3
4)
©)
(6)
(7)
)
©)
(10)
(11)
(12)
(13)

Antiguaand Barbuda
Barbados

Bdize

Dominica

Grenada

Guyana

Jamaica

Montserrat

St. Christopher and Nevis
St Lucia

St. Vincent and the Grenadines
Suriname

Trinidad and Tobago

SCHEDULEMI (Sections4, 5, 6, 7, 10,11, 16)

FORM OF CERTIFICATE

CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY SKILLEDNATIONALSACT 1997

CERTIFICATE OF RECOGNITION OF CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY
SKILLSQUALIFICATION

WHEREAS.......cmnian hasa

totheMinister responsi blefor labour

m the Governmentof Antiguaand Barbuda for a Certificate of Recognition of
Caribbean Community SkillsQualification, inrelianceon thequalificationsset out
below, and hassatisfiedtheMinister that theconditionslaid downin theCaribbean
Community Skilled NationalsAct 1997for thegrant of a Certificate of Recognition
of Caribbean Community SkillsQualificationhave been fulfilled:
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NOW, THEREFORE, the Minigter, in exercise of the powersconferred upon
him by the Act, grantS to........cccocevevnirinninne this Certificate of Recognition of
Caribbean Community SkillsQualification.

In Witnesswhereof | havehereto subscribedmy namethis........coveviienas day
O overeeveeeseererescsineas 19.cceenenns
Minister responsible for labour
{Addressdf Minister}
PARTICULARSRELATING TO APPLICANT
FUIl NAME..vvereereieinc i,
AJArESS.....ooemerrieriieresree e
Occupation/Profession.......cuuunnnnnnsnninis
QUAELITICALIONS........crerrerercereeeercsseneeeeeseeeans
[ F='0 T o1 | O
Bt h Datedf birth......coccveeerierreerierneesseesee s
r
g NELONAITTY .vvcveeveenre e
Marital StAtUS........ocoveereenninieciiien
Passed the House of Representativesthis Pased the Senate this 17th day
20th day of Jenuery, 1997. o February, 1997.
B. Harris, M. Percival,
Speaker. President.
S Walker, S Walker,
Clerk to the House of Representatives. Clerk to the Senate.
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