No. 23 of 1993. The Eagtern Caribbean States Export
Development Agency Act, 1993.

[L.S.]

| Asent,

B.T. Carrott,
Governor-General'sDeputy.

26th May, 1993.

ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA

No. 23df 1993.

AN ACT togivelegd effect totheCongtitutionof theEastern
Caribbean States Export Development Agency, made by the
Authority at itsNinthMeeting at Basseterreon 30th day of May,
1986.

[ 10th June, 1993

ENACTED by the Parliament d Antigua and Barbuda as
follows—

1. This Act may be cited as the Eastern Caribbean States
Export Development Agency Act, 1993.

2. InthisAct —

"the condtitution" means the Congtitution set out in the
Schedule.

3. TheCondtitutionshal havetheforceof law in Antiguaand
Barbuda

4. This Act comes into force on such day as the Minister
responsiblefor Trade may, by a Notice published in Gazette,
aopoint.

ANTIGUA
AND
BARBUDA

Short title.

Inter pretation.

congtitutionto
havethe for ce of
law in Antigua
and Barbuda.

Commencement.



ANTIGUA 2 The Eastern Caribbean States Export No. 23 of 1993,

AND
BARBUDA Development Agency Act, 1993.
SCHEDULE
ARTICLE1
Citation

This Congtitution may be cited as the Eastern Caribbean Export Devel opment
Agency.

ARTICLE?2
I nter pretation
2. In this Congtitution unless the context otherwiserequires:

"the Authority" meansthe Authority of Headsof Government of theMember
Statesof theOrganisation;

"the Economic AffairsCommittee” means the Economic AffarsCommittee
established by Articles5(1)(b) and 7 of the Treaty;

"ECSEDA" meansthe Eastern Caribbean StatesExport Devel opment Agency
established by Article 3;

"the Members States" has the meaning assigned to it in the Treaty;
"the Organisation" means the Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States;

"the Treaty" means the Treaty establishing the Organisation, sgned at
Basseterreon the 18th day o June, 1981,

ARTICLE3

Establishment of theEastern Caribbean StatesExport
Development Agency

1. The Authority hereby establishesand designatesasasubsidiary intitution of
theOrganisation pursuantto section2of Article5 o the Treaty abody to beknown
astheEastern Caribbean StatesExport Devel opment Agency (hereinafter referred
toas"ECSEDA").

2. ECSEDA shdll beabody corporatewith perpetual succession and acommon
sealand withpower as much toenterintocontracts, 1o sue and be sued and in itsname,
toacquire, hold, leaseand disposeof dl kindsof property movabie and immovable,
and, subject to the provisionsd this Constitution, to do and perform all such acts
and things as bodiescorporate may by lav doand perform.
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3 TheCommon sedl of ECSEDA shall be authenticatedby theChairman of the
Board and the Executive Director and shall bejudicidly and officially noticed.

4. ECSEDA shdl haveitshead officein the Commonweathdf Dominicaand
may establishand maintain branch officesin any part o theworld.

ARTICLE4
Objects and Purposesof ECSEDA

The Objectsand purposesof ECSEDA are:

(a) toencourage, promoteand devel opexport tradethroughtheexport of
goodsand servicesfrom Member States;

(b) todiversify thesourcesd exportof goodsand servicesinorder toearn

foreignexchangeand thereby strengthenthebased theeconomicsof
Member States;

(c) to provide information to the Governmentsof and other interested
organisationd n Member Statesonmatters relating tothedevel opment
andfacilitationof exports,

(d) to assist eech Member Statesin developing its support servicesto
exporters.

ARTICLES
Board of Directors

Thereshd | beestablishedabody tobecalledtheBoardof Directorsd theEastern
Caribbean States Export Development Agency which shall be responsiblefor the
general management of ECSEDA and thedirection and control of itspolicies.

ARTICLE®6
Compositionof theBoard

1 The Board shdl consist of deven members, including a Chairman and the
Executive Director who shall be the Secretary of the Board, asfollows:

{a) onememberbeingarepresentative oftheSecretariatofthe Organisation;

{b) one member being arepresentativedt the Council of Eagtern Carib-
bean Manufacturers (CECM);
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(c) onemember nominated by the Government of each Member State;
and

(d) theexecutiveDirector nominated by theEconomicAffairsCommit-
tee.

2. Membersdf the Board shall be appointed by instrument in writing under the
hand of the Director of the Economic AffairsSecretariat.

3. Amember of the Board other than theExecutiveDirector shall hold officefor
three years, but shall be eligiblefor reappointment.

4. TheChairman of the Board shall be elected by the Board at its meeting.
ARTICLEY
Member shipof the Board
1. No person shall be gppointed to the Board who:
(a) isan undischargedbankrupt;

(b) hasbeenconvictedof anoffenceinvolvingfraudor dishonesty or any
other seriouscrime.

2. Membersaf the Board shall not, by virtuedf their appointment to the Board
be deemed to be officersin the public serviceof any Member State.

3. The names of al the members of the Board, as first congtituted, and every

changein membershiptheresfter, shal be publishedin each Member Statein such
manner as determined by the Board.

ARTICLES8
Termination of Member ship of the Board
Theofficeof member of the Board shal be vacated:
(a) upon theexpiry of the period specified in Article 6.3;
(b) upon hisdeath;

(c) if heisdeclared bankrupt;
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(d) if heissentencedfor an offenceinvolvingaterm of imprisonment of
or exceeding six months, or in defaultof the payment of afine;

(e) if heisconvicted of an offenceinvolving fraud or dishonesty;

(f) inthecaseof amember of the Board other than the Chairman, if he
is absent without informing the Chairman and in the case of the

Chairman, if he is absent without informing the Board, from three
consecutivemeetingsof theBoard of which he hasbeen given natice;

(9) upon the exprry of one month'snoticein writing of hisintention to
resign his said officegiven by him to the Board;

(h) if the body or Government by which he is nominated gives notice to
theBoard of hisremoval from the Board.

ARTICLE9
M egtingsof the Board

1. TheBoardshall meetat such placesand timesastheChairmanshall determine
and shall meetat | east onceevery twomonthsunlessintheopinionof theChairman
thereare valid reasonsfor not doing so.

2. Ameetingd theBoard may beconvenedbyat | eastfifteenworkingdaysnotice
thereof in writing being given to the membersof the Board by the Secretary.

3. TheChairman may at any time and shall at the request in writing of not less

than fifty per cent of themembersof theBoard, summonan extraordinary meeting
of the Board.

4. Theparticularsof any businessto betransactedat ameeting of the Boardshall
becirculated to themembersof the Board with thenotice summoning the Meeting.

5. The Chairmanshall preside at any meeting of theBoard, or, in hisabsenceor

inability toact, themembersof the Board present shall el ect onedf their number to
presideat the meeting.

6. Thedecisionsof the Board shall be by amajority of votes and in additionto
an origina vote, in any casein which the voting is equa the Chairman or other
member of the Board presiding at that meeting shall have a casting vote.

7. At any meseting of the Board a quorum shal be the minimum number
constituting amajority of the tota membersof the Board.
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8 Minutesin proper form of each meeting of the Board shall be kept by the
Secretary and shall be confirmed by the Chairman or other member o the Board
presiding,as thecasemay be, assoonaspossibletheresftera asubsequentmesting.

9. TheBoard may co-opt any person asadviser and tekepartin thedeliberations
of the Board at any meeting of the Board but without the power to vote.

10. The vdidity of any proceedingsd the Board shall not be affected by any
vacancy among itsmembersor by any defectsin the appointmentaf any of them.

ARTICLE10

Disclosuredf Interest by Member of theBoard

1. If amember of theBoard or hisspouse, or any company of whichheor sheis
aDirector or Mgor shareholder, or any partner of such member of theBoardor his
gpouse, hasor acquiresany pecuniary interest direct or indirect, in any matter in
which his private interest conflictswith hisdutiesas amember of the Board and
whichisthesubjectadf considerationby theBoard, heshall, assoonasispracticable
after becoming aware of such interest in such matter, disclose the facts relaing
thereto to the Chairman and to the Economic Affairs Committee.

2 A member o theBoard shall not takepart in the consideration of, or any vote
or any question before the Board which relatesto any matter in which hisprivate
interest conflicts with his duties as a member of the Board without the written
permission of the Chairman.

3 For thepurposed thisArticle, theexpresson"Mgor sharehol der” meansany
person who, at therelevant time, has the power to exercisecontrol of not lessthan
ten per centdf thevoting rightsin therel evantcompany, whether by reasondf share
holding, debenture holding, proxy or otherwise.

ARTICLE11
Power to appoint Committees

1. The Board may appoint committeesof the Board to examineand report to it
on any matter whatsoever arising out of or connected with any o its powersand
duties.

2 Any such committeeshall consistof at least two membersof the Board onecf
whom to be the Chairman, together with not more then fiveother personswhom y
or may not be membersdf the Board, whose assistanceor advise the Board may
desre.
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3. The Board shal determinethequorum and procedureto be followed by any
such committee.

ARTICLE 12

Functionsof ECSEDA

Thefunctionsof ECSEDA are:

@

(b)

(c)

@

(e)

(g)

(h)

(i)

tocollectinformationon productsavail ableincludingthecarryingout
o surveysonexport potentia , andtodisseminateitin other counmes;

to gather, collate and make available to producers and exportersin
Member States, informationand statisticson foreign markets, oppor-
tunities, conditionsand trends;

to provide technica assistance to the exporting community in dl
matterssuchasexporting procedures, marketing, techniques, product
adaptation, packaging,publicity,financing, pricingandother subjects
related to export promotion and devel opments;

to engage in promotiona publicity in Member States and abroad,
designed to educate producers and potential buyers regarding the
export potential of Member States,

to organise and operatetrade fairs both inside and outside Member
States, and organise and arrangefor participationof proceduresand
exportersof Member Statesat trade fairsorganised by other bodiesin
any place;

toorgani se, or assi stin theorgani sationof, exportpromotion missions
abroad, and help in the organisation of buyer-seller meetings in
Member States elsewhere;

to providetraining to the export community, directly or jointly with
training ingtructions, on mattersrel ated toexport marketing and trade
promotion;

toprovidegrantsandother benefitstocovertotally or partialy thecost
of activities related to export promotion and devel opment;

to help exporters in sourcing the required imported inputs for the
production of exportableitems;
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(j) toadvisetheEconomicAffairsCommitteeon suchexportincentives
asin its opinion are desirable to further and promote exportsfrom
Member States;

(k) toco-operatewithother ingtitutionsand projectson mattersrelatedto
export financing, export incentives, specialised support servicesto
exportersand development of awider export base, and

(1) toappraiseand evaluate projectsdf an export oriented nature.

ARTICLE13
Power sof theBoard

The Board shall have power to do any thing for the purposedf discharging its
functionsunder thisConstitution,or whichisincidental or conducivetocr connected
with thedischargeof thosefunctionsandin particular, but without prejudiceto the
generdity of theforegoing:

(a) toinviteand recelvedonationsfrom any person or entity towardsits
expenses, and to award businessand to make grants towardsexport
marketing, research and development or to any other such project as
it deems conducive towards the promotion of export marketing;

(b) topromoteor undertakepublicityin any form, including thepublica:
tion of periodicals, booklets and other written materids, of the
productionof documentary filmsand other audio-visua materials;

(c) tochargefor theused any facility or serviceprovided:

(d) toappoint representativesin any country asand whenrequiredandin
liaison with principals;

(e) to enter into arrangements to facilitate the transfer of professiond,
technica or other staff between itself and any other employee;

(f) to contract insurance with an insurance company or a pension or
provident fund, or in any other manner whatsoever, for the purposes
of fulfilling its obligation to persons in its employment or their
dependants; and

(g) toprovideto personsinitsemploymentor their dependants, pecuniary
benefitsupon retirement, deeath, terminationof serviceor in theevent
o any scknessor injury.
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ARTICLE 14
M anagement

1 Theday-to-day managementof theBoardshal | bedel egated
to theExecutiveDirector and,inadditiontohisresponsibilityfor
any matter delegatedto him by the Board, he shall have specific
respongbilitiesfor thefollowing:

(a) the efficient management and utilisation of the
resourcesof theBoardincludingitsfinances, assets
and personnd;

(b) theinitiation of work plans for the attainment of
objectsof the Board,

(©) thepreparationaf an annud budget for submission
to and approva by the Board,;

(d) theformulation of long-termdevelopmentpolicies
and plansfor the Board;

(e) the development of the operational and manage-
ment structuresof the Board, including the profes-
sond development of its personnd;

(/) theappointmentofdl officers, servantsandagents
of the Board subject to the gpprova o the Board.

2 If the Executive Director is for any reason temporarily
unableto perform hisduties, any personmay beappointed by the
Boardtoactintheplace of the Executive Director duringany such
period o absencefromduty.

ARTICLE 15

Financial Provisons

1. The officers, servants and agents o the Board shdll be
remuneratedin suchamanner andat suchratesastheBoardshdll
determine.
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2 Membersd the Board or of any committee of the Board shall be paid such
(rjeasona_ble travelling, transport and subsistence dlowance as the Board shall
etermine.

3. Atitsfirst meeting the Board will defineitsfinancial year.

4. Theannua budget of ECSEDA shall be submitted to the Board no later than
sx weeks before theend o thefinancid year.

5 TheBoard,shall, assoonaspracticable,but not later than sx monthsafter the
expiry of the financia year, submit to the Economic Affairs Committeea report
concerningitsactivitiesand financia affairsduringitsfinancia yeer and thereshall
be appended thereto:

(8 abalance shedt.

(b) as(tjatemmtd itsaccountsaudited by auditorsappointed by theBoard;
an

(c) such_other information as the Economic Affairs Committee may
require.

6. The Board shall direct the Executive Director to:
(a) ensure thet proper booksof account are kept;

(b) submit at the end of each quarter of the financial year, a quarterly
account of the incomeand expenditured the Board;

(c) submit tothe Board for itsapprova the Annud audited accounts, no
later than three monthsafter the end of thefinancia yeer.

198I\E/Isadeb)/ theauthority at its Ninth Meeting at Basseterreon the 30th day of May,

Kennedy A. Simmonds,
Chairman.

Passed the House of Representativesthis 29th Passed the Senate this 18th

day of April, 1993. day of May, 1993.
C.L.Murray, William A. Robinson,
Speaker. Vice-President.
L.A.Dowe, L. A. Dowe,
Clerk to the House of Representatives. Clerk to the Senate.

Printed at the Government Printing Office, Antiguaand Barbuda,
byRupert Charity, Acting Government Printer
—By Authority, 1993.
800—6.93 [Price$4.351






