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I Assent,

J.B. Carlisle,
Governor-General.

11th August, 1994.

ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA
No. 7 of 1994.

AN ACT to providefor theestablishment of aLaw Library and
other purposesconnected therewith.

[ 18th Augug, 1994 |

ENACTED by the Parliament of Antigua and Barbuda as
follows—

1. This Act may becited astheLaw Library Act, 1994. Short title.
2. In this Act, unlessthe centext otherwiserequires— I nter pretation.
"Board meansthe Board referredtoinsection3 of thisAct;

"Financial year" means thefinancial year of the Govern-
ment.

"Law Library" meanstheLibrary establishedundersection
3df thisAct;

"legal community" includes members o the judiciary,
atorneysin Government Serviceand in private practice

and studentsregisteredto pursuelega studiesat recognised
ingtitutions;
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"Minister" means the Minister responsiblefor Justiceand
Legal Affairs;

"publication” includesabook, periodical, pamphlet, jour-
na and any other library material.

3. There is hereby edtablished for the benefit of the legal
community alibrary to be known astheLaw Library.

4. (1) For the purposeof goverring the Library established
under section 3 there shall be a Board to be known as the Law
Library Board.

(2) The Board shdl be a corporate body with perpetua
successionand acommon sed; and shal be capabled holding,
purchasing and otherwiseacquiring and disposing of any prop-
erty.

5. (1) TheBoard consistsdf the following persons—

(@ theAttorney Generd or anattorneyemployedby the
government and nominated by him;

(b) thesenior PuisneJudgeor aPuisneJudgenominated
by the Governor-Generd

(c) theFinancid Secretary or in hisabsence thedeputy
Financial Secretary;

(d) thelLaw Librarian;
(e) one person nominated by the B Association;

(H one person nominated by the Chamber of Comr
merce;

(2) TheMinigter shdl appointa chairman, whoshall servefor
aperiodof threeyearsand shal & the expirationof such term be
digiblefor re-appointment.

(3) Members, other than members specified under subsection
3(a), (b), (¢)and (d) shall serve for aterm of three years and, a
the expiration of such term, may be eligible for renomination.
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6. Thefunctionsof the Board include—

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

the provision of library servicesin the disciplineof
law to thelegal community;

thegeneral admini stration,control and management
of theLaw Library; and

theappointmentof the Law Librarianand thestaff of
theLaw Library.

theraisingof fundsand theinvestment of such funds
of theBoard that arenotimmediatel yrequiredfor the
use of the Board.

7. The property of the Board comprises—

(a)

(b)

(c)

(@)

all thevolumes, pamphlets, publications,documents
and property of all kindswhatsoever which prior to
the cominginto forceof this Act, isthe property of
the AntiguaLaw Library established under the Law
Library Act (Cap. 178);

any publicationordocumentwhich formspartof any
material collected for the purposesof the Law Li-

brary;

apublicationor documentwhichisacquired,whether
by donation or purchasefor the purposesof the Law
Library; and

any other property acquired by the Board for its
purposes.

8. (1) TheFundsof the Board consist of —

(a)
(b)
(c}

{d)

moniesprovided by Parliament;
feesand fines paid to the Board;

donations in cash made to the Board by a person or
body of persons or other benefactor;

theannual sibscriptions paid by members of the Law
Library;
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(e) moniescollectedby, or paid to, the Board in respect
of the use of thefacilitiesof theLaw Library by any
person; and

1) monies paid to the Board in respect of the sale or
disposal of any material of the Board not needed for
the purposesof the Law Library.

9. (1) The records and books of account kept by the Law
Librarianshall beauditednotlater thanthreemonthsafter theend
of the financia year by the Director of Audit or an auditor
appointed by him.

(2) The Board shall, at the end of every year submit annual
report together with the audited accountsof the Board prepared
under subsection(1) tc the Minister who shall lay thereport and
the audited accounts before Parliament.

10. (1)TheChairmanshall presideat themeetingsof theBoard
and intheabsenceof theChairmanat ameeting of theBoard, the
members present shall appoint one of their number present to
presideat that meeting

(2) Subject tosubsection(3), no decisionon any matter which,in
the opinion of the person presiding, is a matter of importancefor
determinationby the Board shall be taken by the Board unless —

(a) notlessthanthreemembersof theBoardare present
at the meeting; and

(b) the three members present vote in favour of the
metter for determination.

(3) Where not less than tree members of the Board agree in
writingonamatter of importancefor determinationby theBoard no
meeting need be held in respect of that matter.

(4) Atall other meetingsof the Board, the personpresidingandtwo
other membersdf the Board form the quorum for the meeting.

(5) Wherethereisan equality of voteson amatter for determina:
tion beforethe Board at a meeting the person presiding shall havea
second or cagting vote.

(6) TheLaw Librarianshall not voteat any meetingof theBoard.
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(7) The Board shall, subject to this section, regulateits own
procedureat itsmestings.

11. (1) There shall be a Law Librarian who shdl be the
secretary of the Board.

(2) TheLaw Librarian shal betheprofessional and technical
adviser to lihe Board and, subject to thegenera direction of the
Board; be reponsible —

@@ for thepropet administrationand managementof the
Law Libraty;

(b) fortheprepatation of theestimatesof expenditureof
.the Board;

(c) for the preparation of the annual report on the
operationsof the Board;

(d) for the proper keeping of books of account and all
other recordsof the Board;

(e) fortheacquisition,collection, purchase, organisation
and maintenanceof publications,

(n forthedevelopmentd researchaidsand servicesin
thelaw Library.

12. The Miniger may, on the adviace of the Board, make
Regulationsfor —

(a) theopening hours of theLaw Library;

(b) theadmissionto membershipaof theLaw Library of
amember of the Legd Community and of any other
person, the subscriptions payable for membership,
and themethod of payment of the subscriptions,

(c) thepurchase, preservation and theloan of publica-
tions;

(d) themaintenancedf good order in theLaw library;

(e) thechargingandcollectionaf feesfor theused the
facilitiesof the Law Library
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(¢ thepaymentd finesin respectdf —

(i) thelatereturn of publication borrowed from
theLaw Library; or

(ii) thelossof, or damageto, apublication;
(g) theused theLaw Library by thelegal community

and thegenerd publicuseasaplacefor academicor
professiond study and for research;

(h) sanctionsfor the infringerrent by any person of a
provison d the Regulations; and

(i better and effectiveadminigtrationof this Act.

Repeal 13 TheLaw Library Act (Cap. 178) isreped ed.

Commencement. 14. The Adt shal comeintoforceon such day asthe Minister
may, by order published in the Gazette, appoint.

Pessed the House of Representatives Pasxad the Senatethis12th day
this28th day of June, 1994. of duly, 1994.

S. C.Benjamin, M. Percival,
Deputy Speaker. President.

S. Walker, S Walker,
Acting Clerk to House of Representatives. Acting Clerk to the Senate.
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