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[L.S]
| Assent,

JamesB. Carlisle,
Governor-General.

3lst December, 1998.
ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA

No. 23 of 1998

AN ACT to establishasystem of Nationa Honoursfor the purpose
of according recognition to citizens of Antiguaand Barbuda and
other persons for distinguished or meritorious service.

[ 3lst December, 1998 ]

ENACTED BY the Parliament of Antigua and Barbuda as
follows —

1 ThisAct may becited as the Nationa Honours Act, 1998. short title

2 Thereisestablishedand condtituted four societiesof honourto  Egablishment of
be known as: Four Orders.

(i) TheMost Exdted Order of the Nationd Hero whichis
an Order of Knighthood.,

(i) TheMostDigtinguishedOrder of theNationwhichisan
Order of Knighthood;

(iii) TheMog IllustriousOrder of Meit;



ANTIGUA
AND
BARBUDA

Membersof the
Order.

Ordinary members
and members ad

honorem.

Schedule md
regulatio s to
govern t=e Orders.

2 The National HonoursAct, 1998. No. 23 of 1998.

(iv) TheMost Precious Order of Princely Heritage.

3.Each Order establishedby thisAct shall consistof theGovernor-
Generd of Antigua and Barbuda who is also ex-officio the Grand
Master of each Order and such other members as the Govemor-
Generd may, in accordance with the regulations governing each
order gppoint thereunto.

4. (1) The Sovereign, the Sovereign's Consort, the Helr to the
Throneand any citizen of Antigua and Barbudawho is appointedto
any o the Orders established under this Act shdl be Ordinary
Members.

(2) Any person ather then the Sovereign, the Sovereign's Consort,
the Heir to the Throne and a citizen of Antigua and Barbuda
gppointed to any of the Orders established under this Adt shall be
membersad honorem.

5 (1) TheOrdersestablished under thisAct shall begoverned by
the Schedule and such other regulationsas may be made under this
Act.

(2) Theregulationsgoverning each Order shall be administered
by the Grand Magter, and thefollowing officers, the Chancellor, the
Secretary-Generdl. AntiguaHerdd of Arms and BarbudaHerald of
Arms, dl of whom shall be appointed »y the Governor-General.

(3) Where the Grand Magter is absent, the person for the time
being performing the functions o the office of Govemor-Generd,
shdl discharge the functions of the Grand Master.

(4) Thefour officersmentionedin subsection(2) shall congtitute
the Chancery of each Order and shall be known collectivelyasthe
Chanceryof theOrdersand Decorationsaf Antiguaand Barbuda

(5) The Officedf the chancery shall be situated at Government
House, . John's.
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6 (1) TheGovernor-Generd shdl causetobeengravedaseparate
Sed for each Order established by this Act.

(2) The design and details of the sed of each Order shal be
determined by the Governor-Generd.

7. TheSedl of eachOrdershdl, at dl times, bekept inthecustody
of the Chancery of the Orders and Decorations of Antigua and
Barbuda

8 (1) Thereshal,for the purposesaf this Act, be acommitteeto
be known as the Honours Committee, in this Act referred to as the
Committee.

(2) The Committeeshdl consst o the following—
(a) one person appointed by the Governor-Generd;

(b) two persons nominated by the Senate from among
membersad the Senate, oneof whom shal beamember
o Her Majesty's Opposition in the Senate to be
gopointed by the Governor-Generd;

(c) four personsnominatedby theHouseof Representatives
from among the members of the House of
Representativesof whomoneshal beamember of Her
Majesty's Opposition in the House to be gppointed by
the Governor-Generd.

(3) Subject to the provisons of this Act the gppointment of a
member of the Committeeshd| befor theduration of Parliamentand
dl members shall cease to be members of the Committee when
Parliament is dissolved.

(4) The Governor-General shall appoint a charman of the
Committee from among the membersdf the Committee.

(5) Decisons of the Committee shal be confidential and by
mgority vote and where the votes are equd the chairman shdl
exercise a cading vote.
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9. (1) Thefunctionsaof the Committee shall include—

(a) therecelvingand considerationof nominationsof per-
sons, upon whom may be conferred the honours
established by this Act;

(b) suchinvestigationto determinepersons, living or dead,
upon whom may be conferred the honoursestablished
by this Act, and the committee shall consider such
nominationsin cameraand shall be answerabletoitdf
aone;

(c) the prepardion of alist of recommendationsfor the
conferment of honours;

(d) thecarrying out of such other dutiesin relation to this
Act as the Governor-Generd may, from timeto time,
gn to the Committee.

(2) The Committee may, in the performance of its functions,
consult with such other persons or bodiesas it thinks necessary.

(3) The Chairman of the Committee shall forward the list of
recommendations to the Prime Minister who shal submit it to the
Governor-Generd for conferment of honours.

10. No member of the Committee shall, while serving as such
member, be gppointed to or advanced within any of the Orders
established by this Act.

11. (1) There shall be asecretary to the Committeewho shal be
appointed by the Governor-General,but the secretary shall not bea
member of the Committee.

(2) The Secretary to the Committeeshall maintain a register of
namesof persons to whom dignities, honours and decorationshave
been awarded and such other records relating to the award of
dignities, honours and decorations as the Committee considers

necessry and performs such other functions in respect of such
awards as the Governor-General may direct.
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12. Any person or organizetion may nomingate a person for the
bestowa of membership of any of the Ordersestablished by this Act
and such nominations shdl be submitted to the Secretary of the
Committee for congderation by the Committee.

13. The expensesincurred by the Committeein the performance
of itsfunctionsas well asthe provisonof theinsgniasof the various
Orders and grades thereof shdl bepaid out of thefunds providedfor
the purpose by Parliament.

14. (1) The Governor-Generd may, make regulationsfor the
better carrying out of the purposesand provisonsd thisAct andin
particular but without prejudice to the generdity o the foregoing,
may make regulationsproviding —

(a)

(b)

(c)

®©

for the style and title of those awarded honours
established by this Act;

for badges for the purposes of this Act and the form
thereof;

for the invedtituredf personsin relation to the Orders
edtablished by this Act;

for the sed and motto of each of the Ordersestablished
by this Act as well asthe design of theinggniadf each
Order;

for the wearing of theinsigniaissued in relation to any
Order etablished by thisAct, and for any other right or
privilegeappurtenant to the conferment of the dignity,
honour, styleor titleassgned to any such member of an
Order established under this Act;

for the prevention o abusesin the wearing of indgnia
issuedin reaiontoany Order crested under thisAct, or
in assumingany styleor title assigned toany member of
such Order established under this Act.

(2) Any regulation made under this Act shall be subject to
affirmative resolution of Parliament.
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15. (1) The Members of Orders established under the Nationa
Awards Act Cap. 289 are reclassifiedas follows —

(a) Amemberaf theOrder of the NationbecomesaKnight
or DameGrand Crossdf the Most DistinguishedOrder
of the Nation;

(b) A member o theOrder df DistinctionbecomesaGrand
Cross o the Most Illustrious Order of Mevit;

) A Member of theOrder of Honour becomesamember
o the Order of the Mogt Illustrious Order of Merit as
follows —

Gold becomes a Grand Cross,
Silver becomes a Grand Officer;
Bronze becomes a Commander.

(2) A person appointed to the Order established under the
Nationa Heroes Act, No.10 of 1994 becomes a Knight or Dame
Companion of the Most Exalted Order o Nationd Hero.

16. Thefollowing Acts are repeded —
(a) The Nationd Awards Act Cap. 289; and

(b) TheNationd Heroes Act 1994 No.10 of 1994.
SCHEDULE

1 (1) The Mogt Exdted Order of Nationd Hero shdl be
conferred upon acitizen of Antiguaand Barbuda in recognition of
preeminently distinguished service to Antigua and Barbuda or to
humanity at large.

(2) The Most Exated Order of Nationd Hero may be conferred
upon a person posthumoudy or during his lifetime, but a deceased
recipient does not gppear in the current list of membersat the time
o the award, notwithstanding his membership of the Order.
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2 (1) The Most Digtinguished Order of the Nation may be
awardedto a person who has rendered distinguishedand outstanding
sarviceto Antigua and Barbuda.

(2) TheMogt DigtinguishedOrder of the Nation may beawarded
posthumoudy but adeceased reci pient does not gopear in thecurrent
list of members & the time of the award, notwithstanding his
membership of the Order.

3. (1) TheMogt IllustriousOrder of Merit may be awardedto any
personwho hasrendered meritoriousserviceto Antiguaand Barbuda.

(2) The Mogt Illustrious Order of Merit may be awarded
posthumoudy but adeceased reci pient does not appear in thecurrent
list of members at the time of the award, notwithstanding his
membership of the Order.

4. (1) The Mogt Precious Order of Princely Heritage may be
awarded to ay person who has rendered invauable service to
Antigua and Barbuda in any field of heritage and other cultural
endeavours.

(2) The Mogt Precious Order of Princely Heritage may be
awarded posthumoudy but a deceased recipient does not gppesr in
thecurrent list of membersat thetimeof theaward, notwithstanding
his membershipaf the Order.

5 A person ceasesto beamember or member ad honorem of the
Order established by this Act upon —

hisresignationfrom theOrder, which mugt bein writing
and which shdl haveeffect on thedateit is accepted by
the Grand Madter;

(a)

the revocation of an award by the Grand Magter on the
recommendation of the Committee.

(b)

6. (1) The Mog Exalted Order of Nationd Hero shall comprise
one gradeonly, thet of Knight or Dame Companion and shall confer
the yle, titleand dignity of Sir or Damefor life and the spouses of
such Knight Companion shdl be accorded the styleand title of Lady
for life
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(2) A member of theOrder of theMost Exalted Order of Nationa
Heroisentitled —

(a)

(b)

to havethelettersKNH or DNH, placed afterhis or her
name on all occasions when the use of such lettersis
cusomary; and

to wear-the indgnia of the Order prescribed by the
Grand Madter.

7. (1) TheMog DiginguishedOrder of the Nationshall comprise
thefollowing Sx grades —

(@)
(b)
(c)
@
©
i)

Knight or Dame Grand Collar;
Knight or Dame Grand Cross;
Knight or Dame Commander;
Commander;

Officer;

Member.

(2) The grade of the Knight or Dame Grand Collar, Knight or
Dame Grand Cross, Knight or Dame Commeander shdl confer the
yle, titleand dignity of Sir or Damefor lifeand the spousesaf such
Knightsshall be accorded the style and title of Lady for life.

(3) A member of theOrder of theM ost Distinguished Order of the
Nation isentitledin the caseof —

(a)

(b)

(c)

aKnightor DameGrand Collar to havethelettersK GN
or DGN placed after his or her name on all occasons
when the use of such lettersis cusomary;

a Knight or Dame Grand Cross to have the letters
KGCN or DGCN placed after his or her nameon dl
occasons when the use of such lettersis cusomary;

aKnightor Dame Grand Commander to havetheletters
KCN or DCN placed after his or her name on dl
occasons when the use of such letters is cusomary;
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(d)

(e)

aCommander to havethe lettersCN placed after hisor
her name on all occasionswhen the use of such letters
is cugomary;

an Officer to havethelettersON placed after hisor her
name on all occasions when the use of such lettersis
customary;

amember to havethelettersMN placed after his or her
name on al occasions when the use of such lettersis
customary.

(4) A member of theOrder of theM ost DistinguishedOrder of the
Nation isentitled to wear theinsgniaprescribedfor hisor her grade
by the Grand Magter.

8. The Most Illustrious Order of Merit shal comprise the
following five grades —

(a) Grand Cross,
(b) Grand Officer;
(¢) Commander;
(d) Officer;

(e) Member.

(2) A member of the Order of theMost IllustriousOrder of Merit
isentitled in thecaseof —

(a)

(b)

(c)

aGrand Crossto havethelettersGCM placed after his
or her nameon dl occasionswhentheuseof such letters
is cusgomary;

aGrand Officer to havetheletter GOM placed after his
or her nameondl occasionswhentheusedf suchletters
is cusomary;

aCommander to havethelettersCM placed after hisor
her nameon al occasionwhen theuse of such lettersis
customary;
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(d)

(e)

an Officer to have thelettersOM placed after hisor her
nameon | occasons when the use of such lettersis
customary;

aMember to havethelettersMM placed after hisor her
nameon d| occasons when the use of such lettersis
customary;

(3) A member of theorder of theMogt IllustriousOrder of Merit
isentitled to weer theinsigniaprescribedfor hisor her grade by the
Grand Madter.

9.(1) The Most Precious Order of Princely Heritage shall
comprise the followingfive grades —

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

Grand Cross;
Grand Officer;
Commander;
Officer;
Member.

(2) A member of the Order of the Most Precious Order of the
Princely Heritage is entitled in the case of —

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

aGrand Crossto have the letters GCH placed after his
or her nameonal | occasionswhentheuseof suchletters
is cusomary;

aGrand Officer to havethelettersGOH placed fter his
or her nameona | occasonswhentheuseof such letters
is cusomary;

aCommander to havethelettersCH placed after hisor
her nameon a| occasions when the use of such letters
is cusomary;

an Officer to havethelettersOH placed after hisor her
nameon al occasons when the use of such lettersis
customary;
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(e) aMemberto havethelettersMH placed after hisor her
name on dl occasons when the use of such lettersis
customary;
(3) A member o theOrder d theMost PreciousOrder o Princely
Heritageisentitledto wear theinsigniaprescribedfor hisor her grade
by the Grand Magter.
Passed the Housde of Representatives Passed the Senate this 21t day of
this 14th day of December, 1998. December, 1998.
B. Harris, L. Smith,
Speaker. Vice-President.
S. Walker, S. Walker,
Clerk to the House of Representatives. Clerk to the Senate.
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