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I Assent,

Sir James B. Carlisle,
Governor General.

16th March, 2007.

ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA

THE SECURITY ASSISTANCE ACT, 2007

No.  3 of 2007

AN ACT to provide for the implementation of the Treaty on Security Assistance among CARICOM
Member States and for incidental and connected purposes.

ENACTED by the Parliament of Antigua and Barbuda as follows:

1. Short title

This Act may be cited as the  Security Assistance Act, 2007.

2. Interpretation

In this Act—

“Commander” in the Treaty will include Chief of Defence Staff of any Caricom Country where
applicable.

“Contracting Parties” means the Contracting Parties to the Treaty;

“Minister” means the Minister responsible for Defence;

“Treaty” means the Treaty on Security Assistance among CARICOM Member States signed in
Basseterre, St. Kitts and Nevis on the 6th day of July, 2006 as set out in Schedule 1.
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3. Acceptance of the Treaty

The Government of Antigua and Barbuda hereby enters into, adopts and adheres to the Treaty.

4. Treaty to have the force of Law

The Treaty shall have the force of law in Antigua and Barbuda from such date as the Minister has by
notice published in the Gazette appointed for the coming into force of the Treaty.

5. Implementation of amendments to the Treaty

(1) Where an amendment or protocol to the Treaty is accepted by the Contracting Parties, the
Minister may by Order amend the Schedule for the purpose of including the amendments.

(2) Where the Schedule is amended in accordance with the section, any reference in this Act or
in any other enactment or in any instrument having effect under any such enactment shall, unless the
context otherwise requires, be construed as a reference to the Agreement as so amended.

SCHEDULE 1

Treaty on Security Assistance Among CARICOM Member States
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SCHEDULE 2

Protocol to the

Treaty on Security Assistance Among CARICOM Member States

Relating to the establishment of the CARICOM operations,

planning and coordinating staff (COPACS)

Contracting Parties to the Treaty on Security Assistance Among CARICOM Member States,

Recalling Article 2 of the Treaty which established the Security Assistance Mechanism and Article

3 which set out the objectives of the Mechanism including the “expeditious, efficient mobilisation

and deployment of regional resources in order to manage and defuse national and regional crises and

to combat serious crimes”;

Recalling further Articles 5 and 6; and

Recognizing that the Community may have the need on occasion to mobilize forces under a single

command in relation to the management of a single incident or event;

Agree as follows:

Article 1

Interpretation

In this Protocol, unless the context otherwise requires:
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“Conference” means the Conference of Heads of Government of the Caribbean Community established

by Article of the Revised Treaty of Chaguaramas Establishing the Caribbean Community Including
the CARICOM Single Market and Economy;

“Contracting State” shall have the meaning ascribed to it in the Treaty;

“COPACS” means the CARICOM Operations, Planning and Coordinating Staff established by

Article 2;

“Regional Operations Commander” means the Regional Operations Commander appointed in

accordance with Article 3;

“Security Assistance Mechanism” shall have the meaning ascribed to it in the Treaty;

“Treaty” means the Treaty on Security Assistance Among CARICOM Member States concluded

among Member States of the Caribbean Community on 6 July 2006 at St Kitts and Nevis.

Article 2

Establishment of COPACS

1. Notwithstanding Articles 5 and 6 of the Treaty, the Contracting States hereby establish the

CARICOM Operations, Planning and Coordinating Staff, which shall have the functions specified in

Article 3.

2. COPACS shall be temporary in nature and shall be convened by the Conference as and
when required and for such period as determined by the Conference.

3. The Conference may assign any function or responsibility under the Treaty to the Regional
Operations Commander during the period that COPACS is convened.

Article 3

Regional Operations Commander
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1. The Regional Operations Commander shall be appointed by the Conference of Heads of

Government of the Caribbean Community on the recommendation of the Council of Ministers of

National Security and Law Enforcement for such period as COPACS is convened.

2. The Regional Operations Commander shall be responsible for managing COPACS and shall

have the overall command of the forces of the Security Assistance Mechanism during such period as

COPACS is convened.

Article 4

Functions of COPACS

1. COPACS shall have the following function during such period as it is convened:

(a) mobilising, coordinating and deploying the resources of the Security Assistance

Mechanism during the period and in respect of the incident or event for which it is

convened;

(b) seek to ascertain  the quantum and availability of the resources in the territories of

the Contracting States which may be identified for use by the Security Assistance

Mechanism;

(c) prepare and implement a Resource Mobilisation Plan for the approval of the

Conference;

(d) prepare and implement a Plan in relation to all security related aspects of the event

or incident for which it was convened;
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(e) as directed by the Conference, act as the focal point for relations with governments

of third States and representatives of competent international organisations on

issues relating to its establishment;

(f) prepare a draft budget for its activities in relation to the incident or event for which

it was convened;

(g) perform any other function mandated by the Conference within the scope of its

establishment pursuant to paragraph 2 of Article 2.

2. COPACS shall establish a Regional Operations Coordinating Centre as required to be the

Operational Headquarters under the command of the Regional Operations Commander, in order to

execute the Plan specified in subsection (c) of paragraph 1 and related matters.
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Passed the Senate on the
9th March, 2007.

Hazlyn M. Francis,
President.

Yvonne Henry,
Acting Clerk to the Senate.

Passed the House of Representatives  on the 8th
March, 2007.

D. Giselle Isaac-Arrindell,
Speaker.

Yvonne Henry,
Acting Clerk to the House of Representatives.


