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No. 38 of 2019

[Date of Assent - 19th December, 2019]

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION (CONTROL OF
PLASTIC POLLUTION) ACT, 2019

n ironmental rotection ontrol of lastic oll tion  Act  
2019 

No cs tot 1 
EN RONMENTA  PROTECT ON (CONTRO  OF 

P AST C PO UT ON) ACT, 2019 

AN ACT TO PROH B T S N E USE P AST C FOOD ARE AND 
NON B ODE RADAB E, O O B ODE RADAB E AND 

B ODE RADAB E S N E USE P AST C BA S  PROH B T THE 
RE EASE OF BA OONS  RE U ATE THE USE OF 

COMPOSTAB E S N E USE P AST C BA S, AND FOR 
CONNECTED MATTERS 
      4 l l e 2ot

Enacte   t e Par iament of T e Ba amas 1 

1. Short title and commencement.

1  his Act ma  e cited as the n ironmental rotection ontrol of lastic
oll tion  Act  2019.

2  his Act shall come into force on the 1st da  of an ar  2020.

2. nterpretation.

In this A c t

 a e 2 

a oon  means a fle i le nonporo s a  that 
a  is made from material s ch as  t not limited to r er

late  pol chloroprene  or n lon fa ric
 can e inflated or filled ith li id or as  s ch as ater

heli m  h dro en  nitro s o ide  o en  or air
 c  can e sealed at the nec  and
 d  is commonl  sed as a to  or decoration

io egra a e  hen sed in relation to means a sin le se plastic a  
means a sin le se plastic a  that is capa le of ein  decomposed 

 acteria or other li in  or anisms  
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com osta e , hen sed in relation to sin le se plastic food are or a 
sin le se plastic a  means sin le se plastic food are or a 
sin le se plastic a  that 
a  meets the AS  6400  Standard Specification for

a ellin  of lastics esi ned to e Aero icall  omposted
in nicipal or Ind strial acilities  or another idel
reco nised standard for composa ilit  specified in an
re lation made  the inister nder this Act

 is clearl  la elled as composta le  and
 c  has een certified as composta le  the iode rada le

rod cts Instit te or a similar international certification
a thorit

e an e  o st rene  means pol st rene that has een e panded or 
lo n  sin  a aseo s lo in  a ent into a solid foam  and 

incl des pol st rene eads  
Minister  means the inister responsi le for the en ironment  
o o io egra a e  hen sed in relation to a sin le se plastic a  

means plastic that iode rades thro h a t o sta e process here 

a  in the first sta e  additi es in the plastic help to catal se and
accelerate o idation  hich aids in the rea do n of pol mer
chains in the plastics to smaller and etta le fra ments  and

 in the second sta e  microor anisms access the car on and
h dro en ma in  the remainin  fra ments iode rade into
car on dio ide  ater and iomass  lea in  no plastic or
harmf l resid es ehind

o st rene  incl des e panded pol st rene that is a thermoplastic 
petrochemical material  hich is a st rene monomer and processed 

 an  n m er of techni es incl din  f sion of pol mer spheres 
 e panded ead pol st rene  in ection mo ldin  foam mo ldin  

and e tr sion lo  mo ldin   e tr ded foam pol st rene  
sing e se astic ag  means an  a  made either in hole or in part 

from plastic that i s
 a  t picall  pro ided at a chec o t stand  cash re ister  or other

point of sale  and
 commonl  sed for the transport of merchandise  food  or

other tan i le item
sing e se astic foo  are  means an  o ect made in hole or in part 

from plastic that is commonl  sed to cons me  contain  store  
separate  ser e  or transport an  food or drin  

a e 3  '7 . 
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re sa e  hen sed in relation to plastic food are means an o ect 
that is specificall  desi ned and man fact red for m ltiple re se  
and composed of d ra le material s ita le for m ltiple ashin s 
and re se  

A  has the meanin  assi ned thereto in the al e Added a  Act  
2014 (No. 2 o f  2014). 

. on application of Act.

his Act shall not appl  to a person ho man fact res e panded pol st rene in
he ahamas for e port.

. rohi ition on sin le se plastic food are.

1 o person shall import  distri te  man fact re  possess  sell  s ppl  or
se in he ahamas an  of the sin le se plastic food are set o t in the

e e.
2  or the a oidance of do t  s section 1  does not appl  to 

a  re sa le plastic food are
 composta le plastic food are  or

 c  plastic food are that is an inte ral part of the pac a in  in hich
food or drin  is sealed prior to its deli er  to a point of sale.

3 he inister ma   rder amend the e e to this Act.

. rohi ition on release of alloons.

1  o person shall release an  n m er of alloons at or a o t the same time
if s ch alloons are filled ith as that ca ses them to rise in the air. 

2  A person does not commit an offence nder this section if a alloon is 
re leased
a nintentionall  and itho t ne li ence

 inside a ildin  or str ct re and does not ma e its a  into the
open air  or

 c  for scientific p rposes  incl din  meteorolo ical p rposes.
3  An  person ho contra enes s section 1  commits an offence and is 

lia le on s mmar  con iction 

a e 4 

a in respect of a first offence to a fine not e ceedin  t o tho sand
dollars  and

 in respect of a second or s se ent offence to a fine not e ceedin
three tho sand dollars.
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 4  here an offence nder this section has een committed  a od
corporate and is pro ed to ha e een ith the consent or conni ance of  or
to e attri ta le to an  ne lect or defa lt on the part of  an  director
mana er  secretar  or other similar officer of the od  corporate  or an
person ho as p rportin  to act in an  s ch capacit  s ch director
mana er  secretar  or other officer as ell as the od  corporate commits
an offence and is lia le to a fine not e ceedin  fi e tho sand dollars.

. rohi ition on permittin  or ca sin  release of alloons.

1 o person shall ca se or permit the release  hether  one or more than
one person  an  n m er of alloons at or a o t the same time if s ch
alloons are inflated ith a as that ca ses them to rise in the air. 

2  A person does not commit an offence nder this section if a alloon is 
re leased
a  nintentionall  and itho t ne li ence

 inside a ildin  or str ct re and do not ma e its a  into the open
a1r or

 c  for scientific p rposes  incl din  meteorolo ical p rposes.
3  An  person ho contra enes s section 1  commits an offence and is 

lia le on s mmar  con iction 
a  in respect of a first offence to a fine not e ceedin  t o tho sand

dollars  and
 in respect of a second or s se ent offence to a fine not e ceedin

fo r tho sand dollars.
 4  here an offence nder this section has een committed  a od

corporate and is pro ed to ha e een ith the consent or conni ance of  or
to e attri ta le to an  ne lect or defa lt on the part of  an  director
mana er  secretar  or other similar officer of the od  corporate  or an
person ho as p rportin  to act in an  s ch capacit  s ch director
mana er  secretar  or other officer as ell as the od  corporate commits
an offence and is lia le to a fine not e ceedin  fi e tho sand dollars.

. rohi ition on non iode rada le  etc. sin le se plastic a s.

1  o person shall import  distri te  man fact re  possess  sell  s ppl  or
se in he ahamas an  non iode rada le  o o iode rada le  or
iode rada le sin le se plastic a s.

2  or the a oidance of do t  s section 1  does not appl  to the follo in
t pes of plastic a s 
a  a composta le sin le se plastic a

a e 5 't
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 a a  intended to e sed solel  to contain holl  or partl
n rapped food for h man cons mption  incl din  fr its
e eta les  n ts  ro nd coffee  rains  or candies

 c  a a  intended to e sed solel  to contain ncoo ed fish or fish
prod cts  meat or meat prod cts  or po ltr  or po ltr  prod cts

 d  a a  intended to e sed solel  to contain holl  or partl
n rapped loose seeds  l s  corns  rhi omes  flo ers  or oods

contaminated  soil
 e  a a  intended solel  to e sed for pea roc  stone  sand  e s

l  fasteners
f a a  sed for pharmace tical dispensin  or an  other medical se

 a a  intended to e sed solel  to contain ne spapers for
deli er

h  a a  intended to e sed solel  for dr  cleanin
i a a  intended to e sed solel  for the disposal of aste from

ho seholds  p lic places  siness esta lishments  or an  other
place

 a a  intended to e sed solel  to contain li e a atic creat res in 
ater

 a a  intended to e sed solel  for the transport or stora e of
a ric lt ral prod cts

1 a a  that is intended to e sed solel  to pac a e hard are items
m a a  that is an inte ral part of the pac a in  in hich a ood is 

sealed prior to its deli er  to a point of sale
n  a a  intended to e sed solel  to contain ice for retail
 o  a a  intended to e solel  sed for et m rellas
p a a  that is intended to e sed solel  as a part  a  or 
  an  other a  that the inister ma   rder e empt.

3  An  person ho contra enes s section 1  commits an offence and is 
lia le on s mmar  con iction 

a e 6 

a  in respect of a first offence to a fine not e ceedin  t o tho sand
dollars  and in the case of a contin in  offence  to a f rther fine of
fi e h ndred dollars for each da  or part thereof d rin  hich the
offence contin es

 in respect of a second or s se ent offence to a fine not e ceedin
three tho sand dollars  and in the case of a contin in  offence  to a
f rther fine of se en h ndred dollars for each da  or part thereof
d rin  hich the offence contin es.
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. onfiscation of prohi ited items.

he inister shall ca se the confiscation of an  item prohi ited nder this Act.

. Sale of composta le sin le se plastic a s.

 1 S ect to s section 2  no siness esta lishment shall sell an
composta le sin le se plastic a  to a c stomer at the point of sale.

2  pon the date of commencement of this Act  a siness esta lishment
shall sell a composta le sin le se plastic a  for a fee of not less than
t ent fi e cents and no reater than one dollar per a  e cl din  A . 

3  here  in accordance ith this section  a siness esta lishment sells a
composta le sin le se plastic a  to a c stomer at the point of sale the
fee for the sale of the a  m st e 
a  separatel  stated on the receipt pro ided to the c stomer  and

 identified on the receipt as hec o t a  fee .
 4  A fee collected  a siness esta lishment for the sale of a composta le

sin le se plastic a  shall e retained  the siness esta lishment.

1 . nspection.

1  An en ironmental health officer ma  at all reasona le times  for an
p rpose related to the enforcement of this Act and an  re lations made
there nder  inspect the premises of a siness esta lishment  or an  matter
relatin  thereto that ma  assist the en ironmental health officer in
monitorin  compliance ith the pro isions of this Act.

2  or the p rposes of s section 1  the en ironmental health officer ma
re ire the o ner or mana er of the siness esta lishment to i e the
en ironmental health officer all reasona le access and assistance and to
ans er all proper estions relatin  to the siness esta lishment's
compliance ith the pro isions of this Act.

3  An  person ho 
a  assa lts  resists  impedes or other ise o str cts an en ironmental

health officer in the e ec tion of his d ties nder this Act  or
 no in l  ma es an  false or misleadin  statement to an

en ironmental health officer en a ed in the carr in  o t of his
d ties nder this Act

commits an offence and is lia le on s mmar  con iction to a fine not 
e ceedin  fi e tho sand dollars or a term of imprisonment not e ceedin  
si  months  or to oth s ch fine and imprisonment. 

a e 7   
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11. ecord eepin .

1  er  siness esta lishment that sells 
a sin le se plastic a s p rs ant to section 14 or

composta le sin le se plastic a s in accordance ith section 8 
m st eep a record in relation to a reportin  ear.

2  A record ept nder this section m st incl de the follo in  
a the n m er of plastic a s s pplied  the siness esta lishment

d rin  a reportin  ear
 the ross proceeds of the sale of the plastic a s  and

 c  the net proceeds of the sale of the plastic a s.
3  An  siness esta lishment that fails to eep a record re ired nder this

section commits an offence and is lia le on s mmar  con iction to a fine
not e ceedin  t o tho sand dollars.

 4  or the p rposes of this section  a re orting ear  means the period of
1st an ar  to 31 st ecem er in respect of an  ear.

12. t  to s ppl  records.

1  er  siness esta lishment that is re ired to eep a record in
accordance ith section 11 m st  on or efore the 31 51 an ar  in the
reportin  ear follo in  that to hich the record relates  s ppl  a cop  of
the record to the inister.

2  A record s pplied in accordance ith this section m st e in an electronic
or other format as reasona l  re ired  the inister.

3  An  siness esta lishment that fails to s ppl  a cop  of a record to the
inister in accordance ith this section commits an offence and is lia le

on s mmar  con iction to a fine not e ceedin  one tho sand dollars.

1 . e lations.

he inister ma  ma e re lations for i in  effect to and carr in  o t the
p rpose  intention  and pro isions of this Act  and  itho t pre dice to the

eneralit  of the fore oin  ma  ma e re lations t o

a e 8 

a prescri e standards for composta ilit  iode rada ilit  and
re sa ilit

 esta lish the manner in hich sin le se plastic a s and other
similar se prod cts are to e recei ed  processed  disposed of  or
rec cled  and

 c  an  other matter that the inister considers necessar  for the
carr in  o t of this Act.
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1 . ransitional.

ot ithstandin  sections 7 and 4 pon the commencement of this Act  a
siness esta lishment shall 

a  sell items prohi ited nder section 7 ntil 30th ne  2020 to a
c stomer at a fee that 
i  is no less than t ent fi e cents and no reater than one

dollar per a  e cl din  A  and
ii shall e retained  the siness esta lishment

 possess items prohi ited nder section 7 ntil 30 UI� ne  2020.
 c  sell items prohi ited nder section 4 ntil 30th ne  2020
 d  possess items prohi ited nder section 4 ntil 30 UI� ne  2020

a e 9 
1  
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SCHEDU E 

 section 4  1  

R I I  SI  S  AS I   AR  

he follo in  sin le se plastic food are are prohi ited 

a e 10 

1. ol st rene c ps

2. ol st rene plates and other similar pol st rene food are sed to 
contain food

3. lastic ni es

4. lastic for s

5. lastic spoons

6. lastic stra s


