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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION (CONTROL OF
PLASTIC POLLUTION) ACT, 2019

(nYironmental 3rotection �&ontrol of 3lastic 3ollXtion� Act� 
2019 

No� ��cs Etot�1 
EN9,RONMENTA/ PROTECT,ON (CONTRO/ OF 

P/AST,C PO//UT,ON) ACT, 2019 

AN ACT TO PROH,B,T S,N*/E USE P/AST,C FOOD:ARE AND 
NON�B,ODE*RADAB/E, O;O�B,ODE*RADAB/E AND 

B,ODE*RADAB/E S,N*/E USE P/AST,C BA*S� PROH,B,T THE 
RE/EASE OF BA//OONS� RE*U/ATE THE USE OF 

COMPOSTAB/E S,N*/E USE P/AST,C BA*S, AND FOR 
CONNECTED MATTERS 

	  � �ā O &? 4�9l l���e 2ot
EnacteG E\ tKe ParOiament of TKe BaKamas 1 

1. Short title and commencement.

�1� 7his Act ma\ Ee cited as the (nYironmental 3rotection �&ontrol of 3lastic
3ollXtion� Act� 2019.

�2� 7his Act shall come into force on the 1st da\ of -anXar\� 2020.

2. ,nterpretation.

In this A c t �

? ?  3aJe � 2 

�EaOOoon� means a fle[iEle nonporoXs EaJ that �
�a� is made from material sXch as� EXt not limited to rXEEer�

late[� pol\chloroprene� or n\lon faEric�
�E� can Ee inflated or filled Zith liTXid or Jas� sXch as Zater�

heliXm� h\droJen� nitroXs o[ide� o[\Jen� or air�
� c� can Ee sealed at the necN� and
� d� is commonl\ Xsed as a to\ or decoration�

�EioGegraGaEOe� Zhen Xsed in relation to means a sinJle Xse plastic EaJ� 
means a sinJle Xse plastic EaJ that is capaEle of EeinJ decomposed 
E\ Eacteria or other liYinJ orJanisms� 

(nYironmental 3rotection �&ontrol of 3lastic 3ollXtion� Act� 
2019 

No� ��cs Etot�1 
EN9,RONMENTA/ PROTECT,ON (CONTRO/ OF 

P/AST,C PO//UT,ON) ACT, 2019 

AN ACT TO PROH,B,T S,N*/E USE P/AST,C FOOD:ARE AND 
NON�B,ODE*RADAB/E, O;O�B,ODE*RADAB/E AND 

B,ODE*RADAB/E S,N*/E USE P/AST,C BA*S� PROH,B,T THE 
RE/EASE OF BA//OONS� RE*U/ATE THE USE OF 

COMPOSTAB/E S,N*/E USE P/AST,C BA*S, AND FOR 
CONNECTED MATTERS 

	  � �ā O &? 4�9l l���e 2ot
EnacteG E\ tKe ParOiament of TKe BaKamas 1 

1. Short title and commencement.

�1� 7his Act ma\ Ee cited as the (nYironmental 3rotection �&ontrol of 3lastic
3ollXtion� Act� 2019.

�2� 7his Act shall come into force on the 1st da\ of -anXar\� 2020.

2. ,nterpretation.

In this A c t �

? ?  3aJe � 2 

�EaOOoon� means a fle[iEle nonporoXs EaJ that �
�a� is made from material sXch as� EXt not limited to rXEEer�

late[� pol\chloroprene� or n\lon faEric�
�E� can Ee inflated or filled Zith liTXid or Jas� sXch as Zater�

heliXm� h\droJen� nitroXs o[ide� o[\Jen� or air�
� c� can Ee sealed at the necN� and
� d� is commonl\ Xsed as a to\ or decoration�

�EioGegraGaEOe� Zhen Xsed in relation to means a sinJle Xse plastic EaJ� 
means a sinJle Xse plastic EaJ that is capaEle of EeinJ decomposed 
E\ Eacteria or other liYinJ orJanisms� 



(nYironmental 3rotection �&ontrol of 3lastic 3ollXtion� Act� 
2019 

�comSostaEOe�, Zhen Xsed in relation to sinJle Xse plastic food Zare or a 
sinJle Xse plastic EaJ� means sinJle Xse plastic food Zare or a 
sinJle Xse plastic EaJ that �
�a� meets the AS70 '6400� Standard Specification for

/aEellinJ of 3lastics 'esiJned to Ee AeroEicall\ &omposted
in 0Xnicipal or IndXstrial )acilities� or another Zidel\
recoJnised standard for composaEilit\ specified in an\
reJXlation made E\ the 0inister Xnder this Act�

�E� is clearl\ laEelled as compostaEle� and
� c� has Eeen certified as compostaEle E\ the %iodeJradaEle

3rodXcts InstitXte or a similar international certification
aXthorit\�

�e[SanGeG SoO\st\rene� means pol\st\rene that has Eeen e[panded or 
�EloZn� XsinJ a JaseoXs EloZinJ aJent into a solid foam� and 
inclXdes pol\st\rene Eeads� 

�Minister� means the 0inister responsiEle for the enYironment� 
�o[o�EioGegraGaEOe� Zhen Xsed in relation to a sinJle Xse plastic EaJ� 

means plastic that EiodeJrades throXJh a tZo staJe process Zhere 

�a� in the first staJe� additiYes in the plastic help to catal\se and
accelerate o[idation� Zhich aids in the EreaNdoZn of pol\mer
chains in the plastics to smaller and ZettaEle fraJments� and

�E� in the second staJe� microorJanisms access the carEon and
h\droJen maNinJ the remaininJ fraJments EiodeJrade into
carEon dio[ide� Zater and Eiomass� leaYinJ no plastic or
harmfXl residXes Eehind�

�SoO\st\rene� inclXdes e[panded pol\st\rene that is a thermoplastic 
petrochemical material� Zhich is a st\rene monomer and processed 
E\ an\ nXmEer of techniTXes inclXdinJ� fXsion of pol\mer spheres 
� e[panded Eead pol\st\rene�� inMection moXldinJ� foam moXldinJ� 
and e[trXsion�EloZ moXldinJ � e[trXded foam pol\st\rene�� 

�singOe Xse SOastic Eag� means an\ EaJ made either in Zhole or in part 
from plastic that i s �
� a� t\picall\ proYided at a checN�oXt stand� cash reJister� or other

point of sale� and
�E� commonl\ Xsed for the transport of merchandise� food� or

other tanJiEle item�
�singOe Xse SOastic fooG Zare� means an\ oEMect made in Zhole or in part 

from plastic that is commonl\ Xsed to consXme� contain� store� 
separate� serYe� or transport an\ food or drinN� 

3aJe � 3 ? '7��. 
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�reXsaEOe� Zhen Xsed in relation to plastic food Zare means an oEMect 
that is specificall\ desiJned and manXfactXred for mXltiple reXse� 
and composed of dXraEle material sXitaEle for mXltiple ZashinJs 
and reXse� 

�9A7� has the meaninJ assiJned thereto in the 9alXe Added 7a[ Act� 
2014 (No. �2 o f  2014). 

�. 1on�application of Act.

7his Act shall not appl\ to a person Zho manXfactXres e[panded pol\st\rene in
7he %ahamas for e[port.

�. 3rohiEition on sinJle Xse plastic food Zare.

�1� 1o person shall import� distriEXte� manXfactXre� possess� sell� sXppl\� or
Xse in 7he %ahamas an\ of the sinJle Xse plastic food Zare set oXt in the
6FKeGXOe.

�2� )or the aYoidance of doXEt� sXEsection �1� does not appl\ to �
�a� reXsaEle plastic food Zare�
�E� compostaEle plastic food Zare� or
� c� plastic food Zare that is an inteJral part of the pacNaJinJ in Zhich

food or drinN is sealed prior to its deliYer\ to a point of sale.
�3� 7he 0inister ma\ E\ 2rder amend the 6FKeGXOe to this Act.

�. 3rohiEition on release of Ealloons.

�1� 1o person shall release an\ nXmEer of Ealloons at or aEoXt the same time
if sXch Ealloons are filled Zith Jas that caXses them to rise in the air. 

�2� A person does not commit an offence Xnder this section if a Ealloon is 
re leased�
�a� Xnintentionall\ and ZithoXt neJliJence�
�E� inside a EXildinJ or strXctXre and does not maNe its Za\ into the

open air� or
� c� for scientific pXrposes� inclXdinJ meteoroloJical pXrposes.

�3� An\ person Zho contraYenes sXEsection �1� commits an offence and is 
liaEle on sXmmar\ conYiction �

3aJe � 4 

�a� in respect of a first offence to a fine not e[ceedinJ tZo thoXsand
dollars� and

�E� in respect of a second or sXEseTXent offence to a fine not e[ceedinJ
three thoXsand dollars.



(nYironmental 3rotection �&ontrol of 3lastic 3ollXtion� Act� 
2019 

� 4� :here an offence Xnder this section has Eeen committed E\ a Eod\
corporate and is proYed to haYe Eeen Zith the consent or conniYance of� or
to Ee attriEXtaEle to an\ neJlect or defaXlt on the part of� an\ director�
manaJer� secretar\ or other similar officer of the Eod\ corporate� or an\
person Zho Zas pXrportinJ to act in an\ sXch capacit\� sXch director�
manaJer� secretar\ or other officer as Zell as the Eod\ corporate commits
an offence and is liaEle to a fine not e[ceedinJ fiYe thoXsand dollars.

�. 3rohiEition on permittinJ or caXsinJ release of Ealloons.

�1� 1o person shall caXse or permit the release� Zhether E\ one or more than
one person� an\ nXmEer of Ealloons at or aEoXt the same time if sXch
Ealloons are inflated Zith a Jas that caXses them to rise in the air. 

�2� A person does not commit an offence Xnder this section if a Ealloon is 
re leased�
�a� Xnintentionall\ and ZithoXt neJliJence�
�E� inside a EXildinJ or strXctXre and do not maNe its Za\ into the open

a1r� or
� c� for scientific pXrposes� inclXdinJ meteoroloJical pXrposes.

�3� An\ person Zho contraYenes sXEsection �1� commits an offence and is 
liaEle on sXmmar\ conYiction �
�a� in respect of a first offence to a fine not e[ceedinJ tZo thoXsand

dollars� and
�E� in respect of a second or sXEseTXent offence to a fine not e[ceedinJ

foXr thoXsand dollars.
� 4� :here an offence Xnder this section has Eeen committed E\ a Eod\

corporate and is proYed to haYe Eeen Zith the consent or conniYance of� or
to Ee attriEXtaEle to an\ neJlect or defaXlt on the part of� an\ director�
manaJer� secretar\ or other similar officer of the Eod\ corporate� or an\
person Zho Zas pXrportinJ to act in an\ sXch capacit\� sXch director�
manaJer� secretar\ or other officer as Zell as the Eod\ corporate commits
an offence and is liaEle to a fine not e[ceedinJ fiYe thoXsand dollars.

�. 3rohiEition on non�EiodeJradaEle� etc. sinJle Xse plastic EaJs.

�1� 1o person shall import� distriEXte� manXfactXre� possess� sell� sXppl\� or
Xse in 7he %ahamas an\ non�EiodeJradaEle� o[o�EiodeJradaEle� or
EiodeJradaEle sinJle Xse plastic EaJs.

�2� )or the aYoidance of doXEt� sXEsection �1� does not appl\ to the folloZinJ
t\pes of plastic EaJs �
�a� a compostaEle sinJle Xse plastic EaJ�

3aJe � 5 't
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�E� a EaJ intended to Ee Xsed solel\ to contain Zholl\ or partl\
XnZrapped food for hXman consXmption� inclXdinJ frXits�
YeJetaEles� nXts� JroXnd coffee� Jrains� or candies�

� c� a EaJ intended to Ee Xsed solel\ to contain XncooNed fish or fish
prodXcts� meat or meat prodXcts� or poXltr\ or poXltr\ prodXcts�

� d� a EaJ intended to Ee Xsed solel\ to contain Zholl\ or partl\
XnZrapped loose seeds� EXlEs� corns� rhi]omes� floZers� or Joods
contaminated E\ soil�

� e� a EaJ intended solel\ to Ee Xsed for pea rocN� stone� sand� Ne\s�
EXlN fasteners�

�f� a EaJ Xsed for pharmaceXtical dispensinJ or an\ other medical Xse�
�J� a EaJ intended to Ee Xsed solel\ to contain neZspapers for

deliYer\�
�h� a EaJ intended to Ee Xsed solel\ for dr\ cleaninJ�
�i� a EaJ intended to Ee Xsed solel\ for the disposal of Zaste from

hoXseholds� pXElic places� EXsiness estaElishments� or an\ other
place�

*� a EaJ intended to Ee Xsed solel\ to contain liYe aTXatic creatXres in 
Zater�

�N� a EaJ intended to Ee Xsed solel\ for the transport or storaJe of
aJricXltXral prodXcts�

�1� a EaJ that is intended to Ee Xsed solel\ to pacNaJe hardZare items�
�m� a EaJ that is an inteJral part of the pacNaJinJ in Zhich a Jood is 

sealed prior to its deliYer\ to a point of sale�
�n� a EaJ intended to Ee Xsed solel\ to contain ice for retail�
� o� a EaJ intended to Ee solel\ Xsed for Zet XmErellas�
�p� a EaJ that is intended to Ee Xsed solel\ as a part\ EaJ� or 
� T� an\ other EaJ that the 0inister ma\ E\ 2rder e[empt.

�3� An\ person Zho contraYenes sXEsection �1� commits an offence and is 
liaEle on sXmmar\ conYiction �

3aJe � 6 

�a� in respect of a first offence to a fine not e[ceedinJ tZo thoXsand
dollars� and in the case of a continXinJ offence� to a fXrther fine of
fiYe hXndred dollars for each da\ or part thereof dXrinJ Zhich the
offence continXes�

�E� in respect of a second or sXEseTXent offence to a fine not e[ceedinJ
three thoXsand dollars� and in the case of a continXinJ offence� to a
fXrther fine of seYen hXndred dollars for each da\ or part thereof
dXrinJ Zhich the offence continXes.
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�. &onfiscation of prohiEited items.

7he 0inister shall caXse the confiscation of an\ item prohiEited Xnder this Act.

�. Sale of compostaEle sinJle Xse plastic EaJs.

� 1� SXEMect to sXEsection �2�� no EXsiness estaElishment shall sell an\
compostaEle sinJle Xse plastic EaJ to a cXstomer at the point of sale.

�2� 8pon the date of commencement of this Act� a EXsiness estaElishment
shall sell a compostaEle sinJle Xse plastic EaJ for a fee of not less than
tZent\�fiYe cents and no Jreater than one dollar per EaJ� e[clXdinJ 9A7. 

�3� :here� in accordance Zith this section� a EXsiness estaElishment sells a
compostaEle sinJle Xse plastic EaJ to a cXstomer at the point of sale the
fee for the sale of the EaJ mXst Ee �
�a� separatel\ stated on the receipt proYided to the cXstomer� and
�E� identified on the receipt as �&hecNoXt EaJ fee�.

� 4� A fee collected E\ a EXsiness estaElishment for the sale of a compostaEle
sinJle Xse plastic EaJ shall Ee retained E\ the EXsiness estaElishment.

1�. ,nspection.

�1� An enYironmental health officer ma\� at all reasonaEle times� for an\
pXrpose related to the enforcement of this Act and an\ reJXlations made
thereXnder� inspect the premises of a EXsiness estaElishment� or an\ matter
relatinJ thereto that ma\ assist the enYironmental health officer in
monitorinJ compliance Zith the proYisions of this Act.

�2� )or the pXrposes of sXEsection �1�� the enYironmental health officer ma\
reTXire the oZner or manaJer of the EXsiness estaElishment to JiYe the
enYironmental health officer all reasonaEle access and assistance and to
ansZer all proper TXestions relatinJ to the EXsiness estaElishment's
compliance Zith the proYisions of this Act.

�3� An\ person Zho �
�a� assaXlts� resists� impedes or otherZise oEstrXcts an enYironmental

health officer in the e[ecXtion of his dXties Xnder this Act� or
�E� NnoZinJl\ maNes an\ false or misleadinJ statement to an

enYironmental health officer enJaJed in the carr\inJ oXt of his
dXties Xnder this Act�

commits an offence and is liaEle on sXmmar\ conYiction to a fine not 
e[ceedinJ fiYe thoXsand dollars or a term of imprisonment not e[ceedinJ 
si[ months� or to Eoth sXch fine and imprisonment. 

3aJe � 7 - ^ -  
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11. 5ecord NeepinJ.

�1� (Yer\ EXsiness estaElishment that sells �
�a� sinJle Xse plastic EaJs pXrsXant to section 14� or
�E� compostaEle sinJle Xse plastic EaJs in accordance Zith section 8� 
mXst Neep a record in relation to a reportinJ \ear.

�2� A record Nept Xnder this section mXst inclXde the folloZinJ �
�a� the nXmEer of plastic EaJs sXpplied E\ the EXsiness estaElishment

dXrinJ a reportinJ \ear�
�E� the Jross proceeds of the sale of the plastic EaJs� and
� c� the net proceeds of the sale of the plastic EaJs.

�3� An\ EXsiness estaElishment that fails to Neep a record reTXired Xnder this
section commits an offence and is liaEle on sXmmar\ conYiction to a fine
not e[ceedinJ tZo thoXsand dollars.

� 4� )or the pXrposes of this section� a �reSorting \ear� means the period of
1st -anXar\ to 31 st 'ecemEer in respect of an\ \ear.

12. 'Xt\ to sXppl\ records.

�1� (Yer\ EXsiness estaElishment that is reTXired to Neep a record in
accordance Zith section 11 mXst� on or Eefore the 31 51 -anXar\ in the
reportinJ \ear folloZinJ that to Zhich the record relates� sXppl\ a cop\ of
the record to the 0inister.

�2� A record sXpplied in accordance Zith this section mXst Ee in an electronic
or other format as reasonaEl\ reTXired E\ the 0inister.

�3� An\ EXsiness estaElishment that fails to sXppl\ a cop\ of a record to the
0inister in accordance Zith this section commits an offence and is liaEle
on sXmmar\ conYiction to a fine not e[ceedinJ one thoXsand dollars.

1�. 5eJXlations.

7he 0inister ma\ maNe reJXlations for JiYinJ effect to and carr\inJ oXt the
pXrpose� intention� and proYisions of this Act� and� ZithoXt preMXdice to the
Jeneralit\ of the foreJoinJ� ma\ maNe reJXlations t o �

3aJe � 8 

�a� prescriEe standards for compostaEilit\� EiodeJradaEilit\� and
reXsaEilit\�

�E� estaElish the manner in Zhich sinJle Xse plastic EaJs and other
similar Xse prodXcts are to Ee receiYed� processed� disposed of� or
rec\cled� and

� c� an\ other matter that the 0inister considers necessar\ for the
carr\inJ oXt of this Act.
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1�. 7ransitional.

1otZithstandinJ sections 7 and 4� Xpon the commencement of this Act� a
EXsiness estaElishment shall �

�a� sell items prohiEited Xnder section 7 Xntil 30th -Xne� 2020 to a
cXstomer at a fee that �
�i� is no less than tZent\�fiYe cents and no Jreater than one

dollar per EaJ� e[clXdinJ 9A7� and
�ii� shall Ee retained E\ the EXsiness estaElishment�

�E� possess items prohiEited Xnder section 7 Xntil 30 UI�-Xne� 2020.
� c� sell items prohiEited Xnder section 4 Xntil 30th -Xne� 2020�
� d� possess items prohiEited Xnder section 4 Xntil 30 UI�-Xne� 2020�

3aJe � 9 
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SCHEDU/E 

� section 4� 1�� 
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7he folloZinJ sinJle Xse plastic food Zare are prohiEited �

3aJe � 10 

1. 3ol\st\rene cXps

2. 3ol\st\rene plates and other similar pol\st\rene food Zare Xsed to 
contain food

3. 3lastic NniYes

4. 3lastic forNs

5. 3lastic spoons

6. 3lastic straZs


