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M N STR  OF THE EN RONMENT ACT, 2019 

AN ACT TO ESTAB SH THE M N STR  OF THE EN RONMENT 
TO O ERSEE THE NTE R T  OF THE EN RONMENT OF THE 

BAHAMAS, TO MA E THE M N STER RESPONS B E THEREFOR A 
CORPORAT ON SO E, TO ESTAB SH THE EN RONMENTA  
ADM N STRAT ON FUND AND THE EN RONMENTA  TRUST 

FUND AND FOR MATTERS CONNECTED THERETO 

   l h e  2ol ' 
Enacte   t e Par iament of T e Ba amas 

A   A  

1. Short title and commencement.

1  his Act ma  e cited as the inistr  of the n ironment Act  2019.
2  his Act shall come into force on s ch date as the inister ma  appoint

 notice p lished in the Gazette.

2. nterpretation.

In t h i s A c t

a e 2 

i atera  en ironmenta  agreement  means a le all  indin  
a reement et een t o national states  hich relates to the 
en ironment  

En ironmenta  m act Assessment , in relation to the en ironment  
means a st d  identif in  and e al atin  
a  the li el  impacts of a proposed acti it

 alternati es to a proposed acti it  and
 c  potential means of miti atin  the li el  impacts of a

proposed acti it
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Minister  means the inister responsi le for the en ironment  
Ministr  means the inistr  of the n ironment  
m ti atera  en ironmenta  agreement  means a treat  con ention  

protocol or other le all  indin  instr ment created et een 
m ltiple nations  hich relates to the en ironment  

non go ernmenta  organisation  means a non profit  citi en ased 
ro p that f nctions independentl  of the o ernment. 

A   A S A  

. sta lishment of inistr  of the n ironment.

1 here is esta lished a inistr  of the o ernment of he ahamas to e 
called the inistr  of the n ironment  hich shall e s ect to the
eneral direction and control of the inister.

2 he ermanent Secretar  is responsi le for all matters related to the
administration of the inistr .

. nctions of inistr .

he f nctions of the inistr  are 
a  to mana e  protect and conser e all land  ater  air and li in

reso rces of he ahamas  ha in  re ard to the en ironmental
economic and social enefits the  ma  confer on he ahamas

 to foster and maintain an optim m alit  en ironment thro h
specific o ecti es for the mana ement and protection of land

ater  air and li in  reso rces of he ahamas
 c  to determine the process  hich en ironmental policies are made

de eloped  no n  p licised  enforced and implemented
 d  to pro ide and disseminate information and ser ices desi ned to

promote en ironmental policies  incl din  en ironmental ed cation
and mechanisms for promotin  effecti e p lic participation in
en ironmental plannin

 e  to set standards for collectin  storin  retrie in  anal sin  and
p lishin  en ironmental data

f  to nderta e  commission and coordinate en ironmental st dies and
research relatin  to the en ironment of he ahamas  hich
in ol es the collection or manip lation of li in  reso rces for
scientific in esti ation

 to ad ise the inister on all matters relatin  to the en ironment and
en ironmental administration incl din  
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i  policies for infl encin  the mana ement of nat ral and
ph sical reso rces and ecos stems

ii p lic or pri ate sector proposals that o ld si nificantl
affect the en ironment of he ahamas  and

iii effecti e means of ens rin  p lic participation in the
form lation of en ironmental polic  and the processes of
en ironmental plannin  and protection in order to assist in
decision ma in

h to pro ide the o ernment of he ahamas  its a encies and other
p lic a thorities ith ad ice on 
i  proced res for the assessment and monitorin  of

en ironmental impacts
ii poll tion control and the mana ement of poll tants in the

en ironment
iii the li elihood  identification  and red ction of the effects of

nat ral ha ards to the en ironment
i climate chan e and its effects  and

 the mana ement of nat ral reso rces
i to facilitate and enco ra e conflict resol tion in relation to policies

and proposals that ma  affect the en ironment
to cond ct official comm nications relatin  to the en ironment

et een the o ernment of he ahamas and 
i  the o ernment of an  other co ntr  or 
ii an  international or anisation  ith respect to an

international con ention  treat  protocol and a reement
to o ersee and coordinate the roles and f nctions of the ario s
departments  a encies  a thorities and odies that fall nder the
responsi ilit  of the inistr

1 to coordinate  in con nction ith the inistr  of orei n Affairs
the implementation of international a reements relatin  to the
en ironment that are entered into  he ahamas  and

m to can  o t an  other f nction that ma  e confened on the
inistr   an  other la . 

. esponsi ilities of inister.

 1 he inister shall ha e o erall responsi ilit  for promotin
en ironmental s staina ilit .

2  ot ithstandin  s section 1  it is the responsi ilit  of the inister to 
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a  colla orate and coordinate ith other inisters and o ernmental
a encies to promote and ens re compliance ith respect to the
implementation of this Act and the enforcement of an  la s related
to the en ironment

 esta lish and maintain relations ith national  re ional and
international or anisations for the p rpose of de elopin  policies on
matters relatin  to the en ironment

 c  enco ra e and facilitate the participation of persons  non
o ernmental or anisations and local comm nities in matters

relatin  to the en ironment
d  protect and promote the interests of he ahamas in the ne otiation

of an  international con ention  treat  protocol or a reement that
relates to the en ironment  and

 e  carr  o t s ch other d t  consistent ith the mandate of the
o ernment as it relates to the en ironment.

. inister to e a corporation sole.

he inister shall e a corporation sole ith po er to ac ire  hold  lease and
dispose of propert  of an  description  to enter into contracts  to s e and e s ed
and all propert  transferred to him  this or an  other Act  or hich other ise
ecomes ested in the inister  shall e held in tmst for er a est  in ri ht of
er o ernment of he ahamas.

. epartments  etc. nder inistr .

 1 he follo in  departments  a encies  a thorities and odies in e istence
at the date of the comin  into force of this Act shall  from s ch date  e 
nder the responsi ilit  of the inistr  and shall contin e to operate  and
here applica le  s ch operation shall contin e in accordance ith an

la  in force in relation thereto  namel  
a  the department responsi le for en ironmental health ser ices

 the a enc  responsi le for national eo raphic information
ser ices

 c  the a thorit  responsi le for p lic par s and p lic eaches
 d  the od  responsi le for forestr  and
 e  the od  responsi le for scientific research  re ie in

n ironmental Impact Assessments  ad isin  on en ironmental
pro ects and administerin  m ltilateral en ironmental a reements.

2 he inistr  ma  after the comin  into force of this Act  esta lish s ch
other department  a enc  a thorit  or od  incl din  a department ith
responsi ilit  for en ironmental plannin  and protection  hich shall 
a  e nder the responsi ilit  of the inistr  and
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e ercise s ch f nctions as ma  e dele ated  the inister.

. n ironmental Administration nd.

1  or the p rposes of this Act  there is esta lished a f nd to e no n as the
n ironmental Administration nd  hereinafter in this art referred to 

as the Administration nd  hich shall e nder the control and
mana ement of the inister.

2  he Administration nd shall consist o f
a s ch s ms as ma  e appropriated  arliament for the se and

operation of the Administration nd
s ch s ms as ma  e deposited into the Administration nd  a
de eloper for the p rpose of enterin  into an  ond

 c  s ch s ms as ma  e collected p rs ant to an  ritten la  hich
pro ides for 
i  the imposition and collection of a ta  char e or fee pa a le

into the Administration nd
ii the pa ment of a fine or other penalt  pa a le into the

Administration nd d e to the reach of an en iromnental
la . 

3 onies from the Administration nd shall e s e d
a to restore and enhance the en ironment of he ahamas

to implement an incenti e meas re to red ce en ironmental
poll tion and conser e nat ral reso rces

 c  to reim rse de elopers of s ms deposited into the nd p rs ant
to s section 2  . 

4  An  monies in the Administration nd ma  e desi nated for a specific
p rpose or made s ect to a specific condition  and an  mone  so 
desi nated shall e preser ed and tilised solel  for the desi nated
p rpose.

. Acco nts and a dit of Administration nd.

1  he inister shall 
a ca se to e ept proper acco nts and other records of receipts

pa ments  assets and lia ilities of the Administration nd  and
ca se to e prepared in respect of each financial ear  a statement of
acco nts of the Administration nd in a form that complies ith
the est international acco ntin  and financial standards.

2  he acco nts of the Administration nd shall e a dited ann all  efore
30th April of each ear   an independent a ditor appointed  the

inister.
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3 he inister shall 
a  ca se to e laid efore each o se of arliament  a cop  of the

statement referred to in s section  1  and a cop  of the report of
the a ditor prepared p rs ant to s section 2  and

 ca se s ch n m er of copies referred to nder para raph a  to e 
made a aila le to the p lic at a reasona le price.

A  ll A  S   

1 . n ironmental r st nd.

1 or the p rposes of this Act  there is esta lished a f nd to e no n as the
n ironmental r st nd  hereinafter in this art referred to as the
r st nd  hich shall e nder the control and mana ement of the

oard of r stees esta lished p rs ant to section 11. 
2 he p rpose of the r st nd is to pro ide sta le  ade ate  sec re and

s staina le f ndin  to finance the conser ation and mana ement of the
en ironment of he ahamas p rs ant to the f lfilment of an
international o li ations.

11. oard of r stees of n ironmental r st nd.

1 here is esta lished a oard of r stees of the n ironmental r st nd
hereinafter referred to as the oard  hich is a od  corporate ha in

perpet al s ccession and a common seal  and is capa le of ac irin
holdin  and disposin  of real and personal propert  and of s in  and
ein  s ed  and doin  and s fferin  all thin s that odies corporate ma

la f ll  do and s ffer.
2 he pro isions of the e e shall ha e effect as to the constit tion of

the oard and other ise in relation thereto.

12. nctions and po ers of oard.

1  he f nctions of the oard are to 
a  collect all re en e pa a le into the r st nd and ens re that s ch

re en e is collected promptl  and paid into s ch nd
 allocate monies of the r st nd in accordance ith section 14  

 c  ens re that monies dis rsed from the r st nd are tilised for
the p rposes for hich the  ha e een allocated

 d  enerall  mana e the r st nd in accordance ith the pro isions
of this Act  and

a e 7 

E��



inistr  of the n ironment Act  2019 

 e  carr  o t s ch other d ties consistent ith its f nctions nder this
Act.

2  he oard has all the po ers that are reasona l  necessar  or e pedient to 
ena le it to carr  o t its f nctions nder this Act.

1 . eso rces of r st nd.

he r st nd shall consist of s ch s ms 
a as ma  e appropriated  arliament for the se and operation of

the r st nd  and
pro ided to the inistr  or the o ernment of he ahamas  a
forei n state  international or anisation  m ltilateral or ilateral
lendin  a enc  pri ate indi id al  fo ndation  corporation or other
entit  to f rther the f nctions of the inistr .

1 . se of r st nd monies.

1  onies from the r st nd shall e sed to 
a f lfil an  international o li ation arisin  as a res lt of ein  a part

to an  ilateral or m ltilateral en ironmental a reement incl din
t not limited to 

i  esta lishin  en ironmental pro rammes and pro ects
ii cond ctin  pro ect acti ities
iii creatin  or installin  soft are s stems  or
i ac irin  cons ltanc  ser ices

defra  all e penses inc rred  the oard in carr in  o t its
f nctions nder this Act  incl din  the rem neration of mem ers
and staff of the oard.

2  An  monies deposited into the r st nd ma  e desi nated for a
specific p rpose or made s ect to a specific condition  and an  mone
so desi nated shall e preser ed and tilised solel  for the desi nated
p rpose.

1 . Acco nts and a dit of r st nd.

1  he oard shall  in respect of the r st nd 
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2 S ect to the appro al of the inister  the oard shall ann all  appoint
an independent a ditor to a dit the acco nts of the r st nd efore the
end of the financial ear.

3 he oard shall pro ide the inister ith a cop  of the statement of
acco nts referred to in s section  1  and a cop  of an  report prepared
p rs ant to s section 2  and the inister shall 
a  ca se to e laid efore each o se of arliament  a cop  of the

statement of acco nts and a cop  of the report  and
 ca se s ch n m er of copies referred to nder para raph a  to e 

made a aila le to the p lic at a reasona le price.

1 . les for operatin  the r st nd.

or the p rpose of re latin  and controllin  the operation of the r st nd  the
oard ma  ma e R les ith respect to 

a  the an  into hich re en es of the r st nd are to e paid and
the desi nation of an  s ch an  acco nt

 the method to e adopted in ma in  pa ments into and o t of the
r st nd

 c  an  matter necessar  for the proper eepin  and control of the r st
nd.

A   S A S 

1 . Ann al report.

1 he inister shall  efore 30th ne in each ear  ca se to e prepared an
ann al report re ie in  the or  of the inistr  incl din  that of its
departments  a encies  a thorities and odies.

2 he ann al report shall also consist o f
a  a cop  of the statement of acco nts referred to nder section 9 1

 and
 a cop  of the report prepared in accordance ith an a dit carried

o t nder section 9 2 .
3 he inister shall forth ith la  or ca se to e laid each ear on the ta le

of oth o ses of arliament  a cop  of the ann al report.
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE EN RONMENTA  FUND 

1 Com osition of t e Boar

he oard shall consist of fi e persons  namel  
a the ermanent Secretar  of the inistr  of the n ironment  e

off o
the inancial Secretar  e  off o

 c  the reas rer  e  off o
 d  the irector of lannin  and rotection  e  off o  and
 e  a representati e of an en ironmental non o ernmental

or anisation  ho shall e appointed  the inister.

2 E ection of C air erson an  ice c air erson

1  he mem ers shall elect a hairperson and ice chairperson from amon
themsel es at the first meetin  of the oard and e er  t o ears
thereafter.

2  he hairperson shall preside o er meetin s of the oard  and the ice
chairperson shall perform the d ties and e ercise the po ers of the

hairperson if the hairperson is a sent or na le to perform his
d ties or e ercise his po ers.

 A ointment of officers

he oard shall appoint a person to ser e as 
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a a secretar  ho shall perform s ch f nctions at s ch rem neration
and pon s ch terms and conditions as the oard ma  determine
and
an acco ntant  ho shall perform s ch f nctions at s ch
rem neration and pon s ch terms and conditions as the oard ma
determine.
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 Procee ings of t e Boar

1 he oard shall meet at least once each month  t ma  meet at s ch
other times as ma  e necessar  or e pedient for the efficient performance
of its siness.

2 If oth the hairperson and ice chairperson are a sent from a meetin  of
the oard  the mem ers in attendance at s ch meetin  shall appoint from
amon  themsel es a person to perform the d ties of hairperson.

3 A or m for a meetin  consists of an  three mem ers.

 4  If  for an  reason the hairperson is na le to preside at a meetin  of the
oard  the mem ers present ma  elect another mem er to preside o er

that meetin .
5 he oard ma  in ite an  person to attend an  meetin  of the oard and

to ta e part in its proceedin s  t that person shall not e entitled to ote
on a matter for decision at the meetin  if that person  in the opinion of the

oard  has e pert no led e concernin  an  matter to e addressed 
the oard that is li el  to e of assistance.

 6  in tes in proper form of e er  meetin  of the oard shall e 
a  ept  the Secretar

 confirmed  the mem ers at the ne t s se ent meetin  of the
oard  and

 c  si ned  the hairperson and Secretar  once confirmed.

 Rem neration

ach mem er of the oard shall e paid s ch rem neration and allo ances as 
the inister ma  determine.
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