
	
  
EXTRAORDINARY

OFFICIAL GAZETTE
THE BAHAMAS
PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY

NASSAU         20th December, 2019                                             



M,N,STR< OF THE EN9,RONMENT ACT, 2019 

Arrangement of Sections 
Section 

PART , � PRE/,M,NAR< 2 
1. Short title and commencement. ............................................................................ 2 
2. Interpretation ........................................................................................................ 2 

PART ,,�ADM,N,STRAT,ON � 
3. (staElishment of 0inistr\ of the (nYironment. .................................................... 3 
4. )Xnctions of 0inistr\ ........................................................................................... 3 
5. ResponsiEilities of 0inister .................................................................................. 4 
6. 0inister to Ee a corporation sole .......................................................................... 5 
7. 'epartments� etc. Xnder 0inistr\ ......................................................................... 5 
8. (nYironmental Administration )Xnd .................................................................... 6 
9. AccoXnts and aXdit of Administration )Xnd ......................................................... 6 

PART ,,, � EN9,RONMENTA/ TRUST FUND � 
10. (nYironmental 7rXst )Xnd .................................................................................... 7 
11. %oard of 7rXstees of (nYironmental 7rXst )Xnd .................................................. 7 
12. )Xnctions and poZers of %oard ............................................................................ 7 
13. ResoXrces of 7rXst )Xnd ....................................................................................... 8 
14. 8se of 7rXst )Xnd monies .................................................................................... 8 
15. AccoXnts and aXdit of 7rXst )Xnd ........................................................................ 8 
16. RXles for operatinJ the 7rXst )Xnd ....................................................................... 9 

PART ,9 � M,SCE//ANEOUS 9 
17. AnnXal report ....................................................................................................... 9 

SCHEDU/E 10 
%2AR' 2) 7R8S7((S 2) 7+( (19IR210(17A/ )81' 10 

 ' 



 ? 

0inistr\ of the (nYironment Act� 2019 
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M,N,STR< OF THE EN9,RONMENT ACT, 2019 

AN ACT TO ESTAB/,SH THE M,N,STR< OF THE EN9,RONMENT 
TO O9ERSEE THE ,NTE*R,T< OF THE EN9,RONMENT OF THE 

BAHAMAS, TO MA.E THE M,N,STER RESPONS,B/E THEREFOR A 
CORPORAT,ON SO/E, TO ESTAB/,SH THE EN9,RONMENTA/ 
ADM,N,STRAT,ON FUND AND THE EN9,RONMENTA/ TRUST 

FUND AND FOR MATTERS CONNECTED THERETO 

'3  � � l TB��̂ h 'e&&/�1? 2ol �' 
EnacteG E\ tKe ParOiament of TKe BaKamas 
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1. Short title and commencement.

�1� 7his Act ma\ Ee cited as the 0inistr\ of the (nYironment Act� 2019.
�2� 7his Act shall come into force on sXch date as the 0inister ma\ appoint

E\ notice pXElished in the Gazette.

2. ,nterpretation.

In t h i s A c t �

3aJe � 2 

�EiOateraO enYironmentaO agreement� means a leJall\ EindinJ 
aJreement EetZeen tZo national states� Zhich relates to the 
enYironment� 

�EnYironmentaO ,mSact Assessment�, in relation to the enYironment� 
means a stXd\ identif\inJ and eYalXatinJ �
�a� the liNel\ impacts of a proposed actiYit\�
�E� alternatiYes to a proposed actiYit\� and
� c� potential means of mitiJatinJ the liNel\ impacts of a

proposed actiYit\�
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0inistr\ of the (nYironment Act� 2019 

�Minister� means the 0inister responsiEle for the enYironment� 
�Ministr\� means the 0inistr\ of the (nYironment� 
�mXOtiOateraO enYironmentaO agreement� means a treat\� conYention� 

protocol or other leJall\ EindinJ instrXment created EetZeen 
mXltiple nations� Zhich relates to the enYironment� 

�non�goYernmentaO organisation� means a non�profit� citi]en�Eased 
JroXp that fXnctions independentl\ of the JoYernment. 

3A57 ,, � A'0,1,S75A7,21 

�. (staElishment of 0inistr\ of the (nYironment.

�1� 7here is estaElished a 0inistr\ of the *oYernment of 7he %ahamas to Ee 
called the �0inistr\ of the (nYironment�� Zhich shall Ee sXEMect to the
Jeneral direction and control of the 0inister.

�2� 7he 3ermanent Secretar\ is responsiEle for all matters related to the
administration of the 0inistr\.

�. )Xnctions of 0inistr\.

7he fXnctions of the 0inistr\ are �
�a� to manaJe� protect and conserYe all land� Zater� air and liYinJ

resoXrces of 7he %ahamas� haYinJ reJard to the enYironmental�
economic and social Eenefits the\ ma\ confer on 7he %ahamas�

�E� to foster and maintain an optimXm TXalit\ enYironment throXJh
specific oEMectiYes for the manaJement and protection of land�
Zater� air and liYinJ resoXrces of 7he %ahamas�

� c� to determine the process E\ Zhich enYironmental policies are made�
deYeloped� NnoZn� pXElicised� enforced and implemented�

� d� to proYide and disseminate information and serYices desiJned to
promote enYironmental policies� inclXdinJ enYironmental edXcation
and mechanisms for promotinJ effectiYe pXElic participation in
enYironmental planninJ�

� e� to set standards for collectinJ� storinJ� retrieYinJ� anal\sinJ and
pXElishinJ enYironmental data�

�f� to XndertaNe� commission and coordinate enYironmental stXdies and
research relatinJ to the enYironment of 7he %ahamas� Zhich
inYolYes the collection or manipXlation of liYinJ resoXrces for
scientific inYestiJation�

�J� to adYise the 0inister on all matters relatinJ to the enYironment and
enYironmental administration inclXdinJ �

3aJe � 3 
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�i� policies for inflXencinJ the manaJement of natXral and
ph\sical resoXrces and ecos\stems�

�ii� pXElic or priYate sector proposals that ZoXld siJnificantl\
affect the enYironment of 7he %ahamas� and

�iii� effectiYe means of ensXrinJ pXElic participation in the
formXlation of enYironmental polic\ and the processes of
enYironmental planninJ and protection in order to assist in
decision maNinJ�

�h� to proYide the *oYernment of 7he %ahamas� its aJencies and other
pXElic aXthorities Zith adYice on �
�i� procedXres for the assessment and monitorinJ of

enYironmental impacts�
�ii� pollXtion control and the manaJement of pollXtants in the

enYironment�
�iii� the liNelihood� identification� and redXction of the effects of

natXral ha]ards to the enYironment�
�iY� climate chanJe and its effects� and
�Y� the manaJement of natXral resoXrces�

�i� to facilitate and encoXraJe conflict resolXtion in relation to policies
and proposals that ma\ affect the enYironment�

�M� to condXct official commXnications relatinJ to the enYironment
EetZeen the *oYernment of 7he %ahamas and �
�i� the JoYernment of an\ other coXntr\� or 
�ii� an\ international orJanisation� Zith respect to an\

international conYention� treat\� protocol and aJreement�
�N� to oYersee and coordinate the roles and fXnctions of the YarioXs

departments� aJencies� aXthorities and Eodies that fall Xnder the
responsiEilit\ of the 0inistr\�

�1� to coordinate� in conMXnction Zith the 0inistr\ of )oreiJn Affairs�
the implementation of international aJreements relatinJ to the
enYironment that are entered into E\ 7he %ahamas� and

�m� to can\ oXt an\ other fXnction that ma\ Ee confened on the
0inistr\ E\ an\ other laZ. 

�. 5esponsiEilities of 0inister.

� 1� 7he 0inister shall haYe oYerall responsiEilit\ for promotinJ
enYironmental sXstainaEilit\.

�2� 1otZithstandinJ sXEsection �1 �� it is the responsiEilit\ of the 0inister to 
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�a� collaEorate and coordinate Zith other 0inisters and JoYernmental
aJencies to promote and ensXre compliance Zith respect to the
implementation of this Act and the enforcement of an\ laZs related
to the enYironment�

�E� estaElish and maintain relations Zith national� reJional and
international orJanisations for the pXrpose of deYelopinJ policies on
matters relatinJ to the enYironment�

� c� encoXraJe and facilitate the participation of persons� non�
JoYernmental orJanisations and local commXnities in matters
relatinJ to the enYironment�

�d� protect and promote the interests of 7he %ahamas in the neJotiation
of an\ international conYention� treat\� protocol or aJreement that
relates to the enYironment� and

� e� carr\ oXt sXch other dXt\ consistent Zith the mandate of the
*oYernment as it relates to the enYironment.

�. 0inister to Ee a corporation sole.

7he 0inister shall Ee a corporation sole Zith poZer to acTXire� hold� lease and
dispose of propert\ of an\ description� to enter into contracts� to sXe and Ee sXed�
and all propert\ transferred to him E\ this or an\ other Act� or Zhich otherZise
Eecomes Yested in the 0inister� shall Ee held in tmst for +er 0aMest\ in riJht of
+er *oYernment of 7he %ahamas.

�. 'epartments� etc. Xnder 0inistr\.

� 1� 7he folloZinJ departments� aJencies� aXthorities and Eodies in e[istence
at the date of the cominJ into force of this Act shall� from sXch date� Ee 
Xnder the responsiEilit\ of the 0inistr\� and shall continXe to operate� and
Zhere applicaEle� sXch operation shall continXe in accordance Zith an\
laZ in force in relation thereto� namel\ �
�a� the department responsiEle for enYironmental health serYices�
�E� the aJenc\ responsiEle for national JeoJraphic information

serYices�
� c� the aXthorit\ responsiEle for pXElic parNs and pXElic Eeaches�
� d� the Eod\ responsiEle for forestr\� and
� e� the Eod\ responsiEle for scientific research� reYieZinJ

(nYironmental Impact Assessments� adYisinJ on enYironmental
proMects and administerinJ mXltilateral enYironmental aJreements.

�2� 7he 0inistr\ ma\� after the cominJ into force of this Act� estaElish sXch
other department� aJenc\� aXthorit\ or Eod\� inclXdinJ a department Zith
responsiEilit\ for enYironmental planninJ and protection� Zhich shall �
�a� Ee Xnder the responsiEilit\ of the 0inistr\� and

3aJe � 5 
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�E� e[ercise sXch fXnctions as ma\ Ee deleJated E\ the 0inister.

�. (nYironmental Administration )Xnd.

�1� )or the pXrposes of this Act� there is estaElished a fXnd to Ee NnoZn as the
�(nYironmental Administration )Xnd� �hereinafter in this 3art referred to 
as the �Administration )Xnd��� Zhich shall Ee Xnder the control and
manaJement of the 0inister.

�2� 7he Administration )Xnd shall consist o f �
�a� sXch sXms as ma\ Ee appropriated E\ 3arliament for the Xse and

operation of the Administration )Xnd�
�E� sXch sXms as ma\ Ee deposited into the Administration )Xnd E\ a

deYeloper for the pXrpose of enterinJ into an\ Eond�
� c� sXch sXms as ma\ Ee collected pXrsXant to an\ Zritten laZ Zhich

proYides for �
�i� the imposition and collection of a ta[� charJe or fee pa\aEle

into the Administration )Xnd�
�ii� the pa\ment of a fine or other penalt\ pa\aEle into the

Administration )Xnd dXe to the Ereach of an enYiromnental
laZ. 

�3� 0onies from the Administration )Xnd shall Ee X s e d �
�a� to restore and enhance the enYironment of 7he %ahamas�
�E� to implement an incentiYe measXre to redXce enYironmental

pollXtion and conserYe natXral resoXrces�
� c� to reimEXrse deYelopers of sXms deposited into the )Xnd pXrsXant

to sXEsection �2��E �. 
�4� An\ monies in the Administration )Xnd ma\ Ee desiJnated for a specific

pXrpose or made sXEMect to a specific condition� and an\ mone\ so 
desiJnated shall Ee preserYed and Xtilised solel\ for the desiJnated
pXrpose.

�. AccoXnts and aXdit of Administration )Xnd.

�1� 7he 0inister shall �
�a� caXse to Ee Nept proper accoXnts and other records of receipts�

pa\ments� assets and liaEilities of the Administration )Xnd� and
�E� caXse to Ee prepared in respect of each financial \ear� a statement of

accoXnts of the Administration )Xnd in a form that complies Zith
the Eest international accoXntinJ and financial standards.

�2� 7he accoXnts of the Administration )Xnd shall Ee aXdited annXall\� Eefore
30th April of each \ear� E\ an independent aXditor appointed E\ the
0inister.

3aJe � 6 
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�3� 7he 0inister shall �
�a� caXse to Ee laid Eefore each +oXse of 3arliament� a cop\ of the

statement referred to in sXEsection � 1 ��E� and a cop\ of the report of
the aXditor prepared pXrsXant to sXEsection �2�� and

�E� caXse sXch nXmEer of copies referred to Xnder paraJraph �a� to Ee 
made aYailaEle to the pXElic at a reasonaEle price.

3A57 ,ll � (19,5210(17A/ 758S7 )81' 

1�. (nYironmental 7rXst )Xnd.

�1� )or the pXrposes of this Act� there is estaElished a fXnd to Ee NnoZn as the
�(nYironmental 7rXst )Xnd� �hereinafter in this 3art referred to as the
�7rXst )Xnd��� Zhich shall Ee Xnder the control and manaJement of the
%oard of 7rXstees estaElished pXrsXant to section 11. 

�2� 7he pXrpose of the 7rXst )Xnd is to proYide staEle� adeTXate� secXre and
sXstainaEle fXndinJ to finance the conserYation and manaJement of the
enYironment of 7he %ahamas pXrsXant to the fXlfilment of an\
international oEliJations.

11. %oard of 7rXstees of (nYironmental 7rXst )Xnd.

�1� 7here is estaElished a %oard of 7rXstees of the (nYironmental 7rXst )Xnd
�hereinafter referred to as the �%oard��� Zhich is a Eod\ corporate haYinJ
perpetXal sXccession and a common seal� and is capaEle of acTXirinJ�
holdinJ and disposinJ of real and personal propert\� and of sXinJ and
EeinJ sXed� and doinJ and sXfferinJ all thinJs that Eodies corporate ma\
laZfXll\ do and sXffer.

�2� 7he proYisions of the 6FKeGXOe shall haYe effect as to the constitXtion of
the %oard and otherZise in relation thereto.

12. )Xnctions and poZers of %oard.

�1� 7he fXnctions of the %oard are to �
�a� collect all reYenXe pa\aEle into the 7rXst )Xnd and ensXre that sXch

reYenXe is collected promptl\ and paid into sXch )Xnd�
�E� allocate monies of the 7rXst )Xnd in accordance Zith section 14� 
� c� ensXre that monies disEXrsed from the 7rXst )Xnd are Xtilised for

the pXrposes for Zhich the\ haYe Eeen allocated�
� d� Jenerall\ manaJe the 7rXst )Xnd in accordance Zith the proYisions

of this Act� and
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� e� carr\ oXt sXch other dXties consistent Zith its fXnctions Xnder this
Act.

�2� 7he %oard has all the poZers that are reasonaEl\ necessar\ or e[pedient to 
enaEle it to carr\ oXt its fXnctions Xnder this Act.

1�. 5esoXrces of 7rXst )Xnd.

7he 7rXst )Xnd shall consist of sXch sXms �
�a� as ma\ Ee appropriated E\ 3arliament for the Xse and operation of

the 7rXst )Xnd� and
�E� proYided to the 0inistr\ or the *oYernment of 7he %ahamas E\ a

foreiJn state� international orJanisation� mXltilateral or Eilateral
lendinJ aJenc\� priYate indiYidXal� foXndation� corporation or other
entit\ to fXrther the fXnctions of the 0inistr\.

1�. 8se of 7rXst )Xnd monies.

�1� 0onies from the 7rXst )Xnd shall Ee Xsed to �
�a� fXlfil an\ international oEliJation arisinJ as a resXlt of EeinJ a part\

to an\ Eilateral or mXltilateral enYironmental aJreement inclXdinJ�
EXt not limited to �
�i� estaElishinJ enYironmental proJrammes and proMects�
�ii� condXctinJ proMect actiYities�
�iii� creatinJ or installinJ softZare s\stems� or
�iY� acTXirinJ consXltanc\ serYices�

�E� defra\ all e[penses incXrred E\ the %oard in carr\inJ oXt its
fXnctions Xnder this Act� inclXdinJ the remXneration of memEers
and staff of the %oard.

�2� An\ monies deposited into the 7rXst )Xnd ma\ Ee desiJnated for a
specific pXrpose or made sXEMect to a specific condition� and an\ mone\
so desiJnated shall Ee preserYed and Xtilised solel\ for the desiJnated
pXrpose.

1�. AccoXnts and aXdit of 7rXst )Xnd.

�1� 7he %oard shall� in respect of the 7rXst )Xnd �

3aJe � 8 

�a� Neep proper accoXnts and other records ofreceipts� pa\ments� assets
and liaEilities of the 7rXst )Xnd� and

�E� caXse to Ee prepared in respect of each financial \ear a statement of
accoXnts of the 7rXst )Xnd in a form that complies Zith the Eest
commercial accoXntinJ and financial standards.
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�2� SXEMect to the approYal of the 0inister� the %oard shall annXall\ appoint
an independent aXditor to aXdit the accoXnts of the 7rXst )Xnd Eefore the
end of the financial \ear.

�3� 7he %oard shall proYide the 0inister Zith a cop\ of the statement of
accoXnts referred to in sXEsection � 1 ��E� and a cop\ of an\ report prepared
pXrsXant to sXEsection �2�� and the 0inister shall �
�a� caXse to Ee laid Eefore each +oXse of 3arliament� a cop\ of the

statement of accoXnts and a cop\ of the report� and
�E� caXse sXch nXmEer of copies referred to Xnder paraJraph �a� to Ee 

made aYailaEle to the pXElic at a reasonaEle price.

1�. 5Xles for operatinJ the 7rXst )Xnd.

)or the pXrpose of reJXlatinJ and controllinJ the operation of the 7rXst )Xnd� the
%oard ma\ maNe RXles Zith respect to �

�a� the EanN into Zhich reYenXes of the 7rXst )Xnd are to Ee paid and
the desiJnation of an\ sXch EanN accoXnt�

�E� the method to Ee adopted in maNinJ pa\ments into and oXt of the
7rXst )Xnd�

� c� an\ matter necessar\ for the proper NeepinJ and control of the 7rXst
)Xnd.

3A57 ,9 � 0,S&(//A1(28S 

1�. AnnXal report.

�1� 7he 0inister shall� Eefore 30th -Xne in each \ear� caXse to Ee prepared an
annXal report reYieZinJ the ZorN of the 0inistr\� inclXdinJ that of its
departments� aJencies� aXthorities and Eodies.

�2� 7he annXal report shall also consist o f �
�a� a cop\ of the statement of accoXnts referred to Xnder section 9�1�

�E�� and
�E� a cop\ of the report prepared in accordance Zith an aXdit carried

oXt Xnder section 9�2�.
�3� 7he 0inister shall forthZith la\ or caXse to Ee laid each \ear on the taEle

of Eoth +oXses of 3arliament� a cop\ of the annXal report.

3aJe � 9 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE EN9,RONMENTA/ FUND 

1� ComSosition of tKe BoarG

7he %oard shall consist of fiYe persons� namel\ �
�a� the 3ermanent Secretar\ of the 0inistr\ of the (nYironment� e[

offLFLo�
�E� the )inancial Secretar\� e[ offLFLo�
� c� the 7reasXrer� e[ offLFLo�
� d� the 'irector of 3lanninJ and 3rotection� e[ offLFLo� and
� e� a representatiYe of an enYironmental non�JoYernmental

orJanisation� Zho shall Ee appointed E\ the 0inister.

2� EOection of CKairSerson anG 9ice�cKairSerson

�1� 7he memEers shall elect a &hairperson and 9ice�chairperson from amonJ
themselYes at the first meetinJ of the %oard and eYer\ tZo \ears
thereafter.

�2� 7he &hairperson shall preside oYer meetinJs of the %oard� and the 9ice�
chairperson shall perform the dXties and e[ercise the poZers of the
&hairperson if the &hairperson is aEsent or XnaEle to perform his
dXties or e[ercise his poZers.

�� ASSointment of officers

7he %oard shall appoint a person to serYe as �

3aJe � 10 

�a� a secretar\� Zho shall perform sXch fXnctions at sXch remXneration
and Xpon sXch terms and conditions as the %oard ma\ determine�
and

�E� an accoXntant� Zho shall perform sXch fXnctions at sXch
remXneration and Xpon sXch terms and conditions as the %oard ma\
determine.
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�� ProceeGings of tKe BoarG

�1� 7he %oard shall meet at least once each month� EXt ma\ meet at sXch
other times as ma\ Ee necessar\ or e[pedient for the efficient performance
of its EXsiness.

�2� If Eoth the &hairperson and 9ice�chairperson are aEsent from a meetinJ of
the %oard� the memEers in attendance at sXch meetinJ shall appoint from
amonJ themselYes a person to perform the dXties of &hairperson.

�3� A TXorXm for a meetinJ consists of an\ three memEers.

� 4� If� for an\ reason the &hairperson is XnaEle to preside at a meetinJ of the
%oard� the memEers present ma\ elect another memEer to preside oYer
that meetinJ.

�5� 7he %oard ma\ inYite an\ person to attend an\ meetinJ of the %oard and
to taNe part in its proceedinJs� EXt that person shall not Ee entitled to Yote
on a matter for decision at the meetinJ if that person� in the opinion of the
%oard� has e[pert NnoZledJe concerninJ an\ matter to Ee addressed E\
the %oard that is liNel\ to Ee of assistance.

� 6� 0inXtes in proper form of eYer\ meetinJ of the %oard shall Ee �
�a� Nept E\ the Secretar\�
�E� confirmed E\ the memEers at the ne[t sXEseTXent meetinJ of the

%oard� and
� c� siJned E\ the &hairperson and Secretar\ once confirmed.

�� RemXneration

(ach memEer of the %oard shall Ee paid sXch remXneration and alloZances as 
the 0inister ma\ determine.
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