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The right of every person accused of a criminal
offence to defend himself before the court in person or
by a legal representative, may be exercised by a trial
by way of video link or by other means of
simultaneous visual and oral communication in which
he and his legal representative are able to see, hear and
participate in the proceedings.

In accordance with subsection (1), a person accused of
a criminal offence may be tried by way of video link -

(a)  with the consent of the accused on such terms as
the court thinks proper; or

(b) by the court’s direction where the accused
person has so conducted himself as to render
continuance of the trial in the physical space of
the court, impracticable,

and where the interest of justice so requires,

For the purposes of this section, the consent of a
person accused of a criminal offence to be tried by way
of video link or other means of simultaneous visual
and oral communication. shall be deemed to have been
given —

(a)  where he cousents in writing to being so tried;

(b) where he is an bail for the offence for which he
is being tried, and after being informed of the
date for trial, fails to appear physically before
the court:

provided that the court will not permit him to be tried
under subsection (3)}b) unless it is satisfied on
evidence that the summons requesting his
appearance before the court for trial on the date
specified in the summons, was duly served on him or
that the date of his trial was brought to his attention by
other acceptable means.

Every person accused of a criminal offence, whether
he is physically before the court or by way of video
link, has the right to be defended by a legal
representative.”,
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