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APPENDIX III 
 

FAMOUS TRIALS OF THE WORLD IN 
PUBLIC DOMAIN RESOURCES 

The Appendix covers Famous Trials prosecuted over many decades back on 
famous personalities and warmth issues with a view to provide a ready 
reference to law students. 

Famous Trials by Douglas O. Linder (2009), UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI-
KANSAS CITY (UMKC) SCHOOL OF LAW (http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty 
/projects/ftrials/ftrials.htm) 

 

 
Trial of 
Socrates 

(399 
B.C.) 

 
Gaius 
Verres  

Trial (70 
B.C.) 

 
Trial of 
Jesus  

(30 A. D.) 

Thomas 
More 
Trial  
(1535) 

 
Trial of  
Galileo 
(1633) 

 
Salem 

Witchcraft  
Trials 
(1692) 

 
John Peter 

Zenger  
Trial (1735) 

 Boston 
Massacre 

 Trials 
(1770) 

 
Mutiny on 
the Bounty 

Court-
Martial 
(1792) 

 
Burr 

Conspiracy 
Trial (1807)  

 
Amistad Trials  
(1839-1840) 
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Dakota 
Conflict  
Trials 
(1862) 

 
Lincoln 

Conspiracy 
Trial 

(1865) 

 
Johnson  

Impeachment 
Trial (1868)

Susan 
Anthony 

Trial (1873)

Mountain 
Meadows
Massacre 

Trials 
(1875-76) 

 
Earp 
(O.K. 

Corral) 
Trial 

(1881) 

 
Guiteau  

Trial 
(1881-82) 

 

 
Louis Riel  

Trial 
(1885) 

 
Haymarket 

Trial 
(1886) 

 
Lizzie 

Borden 
Trial 

(1893) 

Three 
Trials of 
 Oscar 
Wilde 
(1895) 

 
Bill 

Haywood  
Trial 

(1907) 

 
Thaw 
(White 

Murder) 
 Trials 

(1907-08)
 

 
Sheriff 
Shipp  
Trial 

(1907-09) 

 
Triangle 

Fire  
Trial 

(1911) 

 
Leo Frank

Trial 
(1913) 

Black Sox 
Trial 

(1921) 

 
Sacco-

Vanzetti 
 Trial 
(1921) 

Leopold 
and Loeb  

Trial 
(1924) 

Scopes 
"Monkey" 

Trial 
(1925) 

Sweet 
Trials  

 (1925 & 
1926) 

Massie 
Trials 

(1931 & 
1932) 

 

Scottsboro 
Boys 

 Trials 
(1931-
1937) 

 
Hauptmann
(Lindbergh) 

Trial 
(1935) 
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Nuremberg 

 Trials 
(1945-49) 

 
  Alger 
Hiss 

Trials 
(1949-50) 

  
Rosenberg 

Trial 
(1951) 

Sam 
Sheppard

Trials 
(1954-66) 

 

Lenny 
Bruce  
Trial 

(1964) 
 

 
Mississippi 

Burning 
Trial 

(1967) 

 

 
Chicago 7   

Trial 
(1969-70) 

My Lai 
Courts  
Martial 
(1970) 

 

Charles 
Manson 

Trial 
(1970-71) 

 

Patty 
Hearst 
Trial 

(1976)  
 

 
Leonard 
Peltier 
Trial 

(1977) 

 
John 

Hinckley, 
Jr. 

 Trial 
(1982) 

 

 
Chamberlain 
"Dingo" 
Trial (1982) 

 
Falwell v 
Flynt Trial
(1984)  

McMartin 
Preschool 
Trial 
(1987-90) 

LAPD 
(King  
Beating) 
 Trial 
(1992) 

 
Ruby 
Ridge   
(Weaver) 
Trial 
(1993) 

O. J. 
Simpson  
Trial 
(1995) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Okla City 
Bombing  

Trial (1997)

 
Clinton 

Impeachment
Trial (1999) 

Moussaoui 
(9/11) 
Trial 

(2006) 

 
Other 

Famous 
Trials 
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JUST THE LAW LINK  
(http://www.justlawlinks.com/TRIALS/index-trials.htm) 
This site useful for referring famous court trials around the world and 
American jurisdiction.  Beside one can find trials on cyber law also. 
 
FAMOUS COURT TRIALS 
 

� FAMOUS TRIALS AROUND THE WORLD 
� The Trial of Joan of Arc (1431)  
� The Trial of Martin Luther (1521)  
� The Trial of Sir Thomas More (1535)  
� The Trial of Charles I (1649)  
� The Bounty Mutineers Court Martial (1792)  
� The Trials Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette (1792-93)  
� The Case of Alfred Dreyfus (1894 and 1899)  
� The Trial of Gandhi (1922)  
� The ("Beer Hall Putsch") Trial of Adolf Hitler (1924)  
� The Adolf Eichmann Trial (1961)  
� The Nelson Mandela Trial (1963-64)  

 
The 'Lectric Law Library Lawcopedia's HISTORIC COURT 
DECISIONS (http://www.lectlaw.com/tcas.htm) 
 

Lectric law library Lawcopedia is a selection of famous, infamous, and 
historically significant constitutional court decisions mostly by the U.S. 
Supremes, generally in chronological order, the larger ones are available 
in both HTML & zipped (compressed) versions. 

� MARBURY v. MADISON, 1803 Established the "Very Essence 
of Judicial Duty" is Deciding what Laws Conform to the 
Constitution -- ("Judicial Review") 

� M'CULLOCH v. MARYLAND, 1819 U.S. Constitution is "The 
Supreme Law of the Land"  

� M'CULLOCH v. MARYLAND,  
� GIBBONS v. OGDEN, 1821 the Constitution Defines Federal 

Power to Regulate Commerce & Such Powers Cannot Be 
Exercised by a State  

� THE APOLLON, EDON, CLAIM, 1824 Holding the Municipal 
Laws of One Nation Do Not 
Extend Beyond its Own Territory, Except Regarding Its Own 
Citizens 
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� DRED SCOTT v. SANDFORD, 1857 Infamous Decision That a 
Slave's Not a "Citizen" 
but "Property, to be Used in Subserviency to the Interests, the 
Convenience, or the 
Will, of His Owner" & "Without Social, Civil, or Political Rights"  

� DRED SCOTT v. SANDFORD  
� THE BRIG AMY WARWICK, ET AL, 1862 Four "Prize Cases" 

Discussing Presidential War 
Powers Authority 

� THE BRIG AMY WARWICK, ET AL 
� BERG v. BRITISH & AFRICAN STEAM NAV. CO., 1863 "Prize 

Case" Finding President's 
Power to Initiate Military Action w/o Congress Declaring War 

� UNITED STATES v. KLEIN, 1872 Congress has No Power to 
Enact a Statute which 
Limits the Jurisdiction of the Federal Courts 

� SLAUGHTER-HOUSE CASES, 1873 Held 13th & 14th Amends 
Don't Protect Individual's 
Rights against Discrimination by Their Own States  

� SLAUGHTER-HOUSE CASES 
� EX PARTE VIRGINIA, 1879 Decided 14th Amend Means No 

State officers or Agencies Can 
Deny Equal Protection to any Person In Its Jurisdiction 

� STRAUDER v. W. VIRGINIA, 1880 1st Equal Protection Clause 
Use for Racial Protection 

� YICK WO v. HOPKINS, 1886 A "Neutral" Law Violates Equal 
Protection 
when In Practice it Operates to Discriminate Against Racial 
Minority 

� LOCHNER v. NEW YORK, 1905 On when a State's Police 
Powers Violates Personal 
Liberty to Contract Under the 14th Amendment 

� ABRAMS v. UNITED STATES, 1919 The Gov't Can Criminalize 
Anti-American Speech 

� PENNSYLVANIA COAL CO. v. MAHON, 1922 When Property 
Regulation Goes Too Far it 
Becomes an Unconstitutional Taking 

� FROTHINGHAM v. MELLON & MASS. v. MELLON, 1923 
Only when Some Direct Injury 
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Presents a Justifiable Issue Can Courts Rule on Constitutionality of 
Acts of Congress 

� SHELLEY v. KRAEMER, 1948 Decided Discriminatory Private 
Agreements OK Under 14th 
Amend; but a Violation for State Courts to Enforce Them 

� ROTH v. UNITED STATES, 1957 Criminal Laws Against 
Mailing of "Obscene, Lewd, 
Lascivious, Filthy or Indecent" Material are Constitutional 

� GIDEON v. WAINWRIGHT, 1963 State's Refusal to Appoint 
Counsel for an Indigent 
Accused of Non-Capital Felony Violated Due Process Clause 

� MIRANDA v. ARIZONA, 1966 Criminal Suspect's Rights Include 
Being Informed 
of Rights to Counsel and to Remain Silentk  

� MIRANDA v. ARIZONA 
� BIVENS v. SIX UNKNOWN FED. NARCOTICS AGENTS, 1971 

Established a Cause of 
Action for Unconstitutional Acts by Federal Agents 

� NEW YORK TIMES v. U.S., 1971 "Pentagon Papers" Case 
Decided Nixon's Attempted 
"Prior Restraint" was Unconstitutional Interference w/ Press 
Freedom 

� NEW YORK TIMES v. U.S. 
� KASTIGAR v. U.S., 1972 Grant of Use Immunity can Override a 

Witness' 5th Amendment 
Self-Incrimination Privilege Claim 

� GREGG v. GEORGIA, 1976 Death Penalty is Constitutional & 
Not "Cruel & Unusual 
Punishment" if Drafted to Ensure Adequate Info & Guidance  

� GREGG v. GEORGIA 
� FCC v. PACIFICA FOUNDATION, 1978 "Filthy Words" Case 

Says Constitution 
Allows Proscription of "Indecent" Language that's Not "Obscene” 

� FCC v. PACIFICA FOUNDATION 
 


