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Bengal Act I of 1899 

(The ~ ' e n ~ a l  General Clauses Act, 1899.)' 

r ~ e n .  Act I of 1914. 
AMENDED .. . I Ben. Acl I of 1939. 

I Ben. Act I of 1940. 
L 

REPEALED IN PART AND ... ActIofl903. 

AMENDED. 

ADAPTED 

The Government of 
India (Adaptation 
of Indian Laws) 
Order, 1937. 

The Indian Inde- 
pendence (Adapta- 
lion of Bengal and 
Punjab Acts) Or- 
der, 1948. 

The Adapration of 
Laws Order. 1950. 

At1 Acr forfirrtllcr slrortertirtg rife larlgtrage rrsed b Bengul Acts 
2[a~ld  Wesr Bengul Acts] at~d for orl~er purposes. 

WHEREAS it is expedien~ further lo shorten the language used in 
Bengal Acu '[and West Bengal Acts], and to make certain other 
provisions relating to [hose Acts ; 

It is hereby enacted as follows :- 

'LOCAL EXTENT.-Since this Act has no - ' l o c ~ I  cxtcnl" clause, I( musi be 
ralrcn originally to have extcndcd ro rhc wholc oF rhc former Province oC Bcngal 
including ihc dc-regulationiscd iracrs. 

LEGlSLATlVE PAPERS.-For S~atcmcnr or Objecis and Reasons. .rcc ~ h c  
C ~ ~ L - I ~ I I ~ I  Gnzette of 1898. PI. IV. pagc 570. and Tor Proceedings i n  Council, rcc ilrid, 
supplemcni, pages 1426, 1428, 1579 and 2538. 

OTHER SIMILAR ACTS.-This ACL closely ~ol lows thc Gcncral Clauscs Act. 
1897 (X of  1897). passcd by the Govcrnor Gener~ l  in Council (prinlcd i n  volumc V 
Pr, VIII, pagc 7 of rhc India C'odc). Somc of ils clnuscs arc bascd on clauscs 01 the 
Interpretation Aci. 1889 (52 & 53 Vicl, C, 63), Prinrcd in the Collection orSlatulcs 
rclaring to India, 19 13. Similar Acis havc bccn pnsscd by orhcr Lcgisla~urcs in India, 
riz.. Madras Acis 1 or I867 and I of 189 I. Bombay Act Ioi 1904. Easicm Bcngal and 
Assnm Act I of  1909. Unircd Provinces ACL I 01 1904. Punjab Ac l  I of  ISgS, and 
Assam Act I1 af 19 15. 

' ~ h c s c  words were inscrtcd by pariigraph ( I )  of Arriclc 3 of, and the Schcdule ro, 
Ihc Indian lndcpcndcncc (Adaplation of Bcngal and Punjab Acis) Ordcr. 1948. 



Tf~lre Betrgal Gcrlcml Clr~rrses Act, 1899. 

[Ben. Act I 

Preliminary. 

Sbnr!,titlc. 1. This Aclm;iy becallcd [he Bengal General Clhses Act, 1899. 

2. (Repetri of BetrgnlAar VoJl867.)-Rup. by s. 4 orid  lie Tltird 
Scfi. of llte Arrretrditrg ACI, I903 (1 of 1903). 

General Definilions. 
Dcfinitiuns. 3. In this Act, and in all Bengal Acrs made after the commen- 

cemenr of ~ h j s  'Act '[and in all W e s ~  Bengal Acts] unless [here is 
anything repugnant in [he subjecl ur context,-- 

. - 
- - ~ b z ~ . "  (I)  "abet" with its grammatical variations and cognate expres- 

sions, shall have the same me;lning as in [he Indian Penal Acl XLV of 

Code'; 1 X60, 

"Acl." (2IJ "act" used wiih reference ro an offence or a c iv i l  wrong, 
shall include a series of acts ;and words which refer to acrs 
done shall extcnd alsv In illegal omissions ; 

"Arfidavi 1." 3 "affidavit" shall include affirmarion and declaration in [he 
case of persons by law allowed to affirm or declare instead 
o f  swearing ; 

"Harris~cr." (4)  "barrister" shall mean a barrister OF England or Ireland, nr 
a member nt' the Facully of Advocates i n  Scotland ; 

A * * * * * * * 

'Some 01 thc dcfinitions in h i s  section ;~pply also to 'dc~igal A c ~ s  m ~ d c  bctwccn 
Ihc I SL Junc, 1867. ;lndrl~ccommcnccmcn~oi~hcprcscnr Act-scea.4. For Iwu furrhcr 
dcfinitions applying lo such Acts. .FEE srctiun 5. 

'Thcsc words wcrc inscncd by p;\r:igr~ph ( I )  or Aniclc 3 or, and the Schcdulc to. 
tlic Indian Indcpcndcncc (Adaptatiun of Bcngal and Punjab Acts) Ordcr. 1948. 

'SCF Acl XLV OF 1860. scctiuns 107, 103 and 108A. in Vol, 111, Pr. IV. Pagc 3 or 
Lhc lnd i :~  Cadc, 

'CJ scction 33 01 tllc Ind im Pcnal Codc (Act SLV uf ISGO) in lhc India Codc. 

'CJ thc dc l i n i~ ium of'-oath" and "swcri '  i n  CI;IUSCF (29) and (44). 

For!lic Inw relaring rnjudicinl onths. illhrrnations anddcclararions. .tee thc lndian 
Oarhs Act. 1873 (X nF 1873). in the Indie Codc. 

hAs to ;tlhdavi~s to bc used berorc Civi l  Couns, ser also scclian 139 olnnd mlcs 
I to 3 in Order X IX  in  Scli. I ro thc CoJcof Civi l  Procedure (Acl Iz  of 1908) in {tic 
India Cndc. 

As rn n l h d ~ v i ~ s  lo hc uscd befurc a High Court in Criminal marrcrs. see also 
scctinn 539 ant1 rcction 53qA 01 thc Codc of Crimin,>l Proccdurc, 18911 (Act V of  
189X), in thc lndia Codc. 

C l ~ u s c  (5) was omitted by para. 3 and Sch. IV ro rhr Govcrnrncnl o f  India 
(Adaptarion of  lndian Larvs) Ordcr. 1937. 



The Bclrgal Goi~ml  Clutrses A n ,  IS9Y. 

24 & 75 
Vict.. c. 

' 55 & 56 
Vic~.. c. 

(6)' "Bengal Act" shall mean an ACL made by the Lieutenant- 
67. Governor of Bengal i n  Council under2[theIndian Councils 
1.1. .' ACL, 186 1 , or]  he 'Indian Councils Acts, 186 1 and 1892 

'[or the Indian Councils Acu, 1861, 1891 and 1909, or 
made by  he Governor in Council of Fort William in Bengal 
under che .'Indian Council Acts, 186 1,  1 892 and 19091 '[or 
the Government of India Act, 1915, or by the Local 
Lcgislalure or the Governor of Bengal under the Govern- 
ment oFIndia Act, or by the"Provincia1 Legislature) or [he 
Governor of Bengal under the Government of India Act, 
1935.1 

(7) "Chap~cr" shall mean a Chapter O F  the Act in which the 
word occurs ; 

(8) "Collec~or" shall mean, in Calcu~ta, thecol l~tor  of Cdcu tta. 
and elsewhere [he chief officer in charge of the revenue 
administration of a district ; 

(9)' "commencement", used with rererence LO an Act, shall 
mean the day on which [he Act comes into force ; 

(10) "Commissioner" shall mcan the chicf officer in charge of 
[he revenue administration of a division ; 

( I  I)"  "Consular officer" shall include consul-general, consul, 
vicc-consul, consular agent, pro-consul and any person for 

' A  similardcfinilion is givcn in clausc (J)ofscciion 3 of [tic Gcncral Clauscs Act. 
1897 (X of IR97). prinicd i i  t l ~ c  India Codc. Thc dcfiniiion was inscncd in ordcr lo 
inlroducc a uniform mc~liod o i  c i~ ing A c ~ s  of [lit Hcngal Council and lo suggcsr Ihc 
abandonmcn! OF ihc various oihcr rncil~ods lorrncrly adoprcd, c. g ,  "Acr (H.C.) of 
1869."-'Acr 1 or 1869 passcd by rhc Liculenant Governor or Hcngal in Council". Thc 
mcrhod o f  ciiaiion mosr commonly ndoprcd was "Acl I tH.C.1 o f  1869." bui rhc 
abhrcviarion o f  "(H.C.)" is peculiarly in~ppropnalc, inasmuch as il would srand 
cqunlly wcll lor Acts or 111c Bombay or Burma Council, and i s  ihc rccogniscd 
abbrcvi;ition for "Berurc Christ.". 

'Tl~csc words i n d  figures wcrc in~crlcd by s. 3 and i l ~ c  Sccond Sch, of  thc 
Amcnding Act. 19U3 (1 o f  1903). 

r h c s c ~ c t s  hnvebeenrcpenlcd by lhc~uvernrncnrol~ndia~cr .  I9 I5  ( 5  &6Gco. 
5.  c. 61). s. 130 and thc Founh Schcdulc. 

r h c s c  words and figures wcrc addcd by rhc Rcngal Laws Acl. 19 1.1 (Ecn. Acr I 
or 1914). 

qhcsc words and rigurcs wcrc inscrrcd by para. 3 and Scli. I V iorhc Govcromcnr 
o f  India (Adapl?lion o f  Indian Laws) Ordcr. 1937. 

'This cxprcssion shall s~and unmodi ticd. Ifirlc para. 3 and IhcElcr~cnlh Sch of rhc 
Adapraiion o l  Laws Ordcr. 1950. 

'AS lo  ivhcn an Act corncs inlo forcc, sce sccrion 6. 

"Bcngal 
Act." 

"Chapicr." 

"Collccror." 

"Com- 
mcnve- 
mcnr," i 
"Commis- I 
sioner." i 
"Consular 
officer." 

'For a similar dcfiniiion, see thc Consular 5al;trics and FCCS Act. IS91 (54 Br 55 
vier., E. 36) scclion 3. 



"Docu- 
rncnt." 

"Fahcr." 

"Financial 
yc3c." 

"Good 
bi~li." 

[Ben. Act I 

Ihe time being authorised to perform the dulies of consul- . .. . . 

general, consul, vice-consul or consular agent ; . . .  

(12) "District Judge" shall mean the Judge o f  a principal Civil 
Court of original jurisdiction, but shall not include a High 
Court in the excrcjse of its ordifiary or extraordinary 
original civil jurisdiclion ; 

(13)' "document" shall inclirde any matter wri tten?, expressed or 
described upon any substance by means of lerlers, figures 
or marks or by more than onc o f  those means, which is 
intended to be used or which may beused, for the purpose 
of recording that matter ; 

(14) "enuctrnenr" shall include a Regulation (as hereinafter' 
defined) and any regularion of the Bengal Code, and shall 
also include any provision contained in any Act or in any 
such Regulation as aforesaid : 

(15) "fa~her" in the case of anyone whose personal l a w  permits 
adoplion, shall include an adoptive fa~her ; 

(16) "financial year " shall mean the year commencing on ~hs: 
Firsr day of April ; 

( I  7)' a thing shall be deemed to be done in "good faith" where il 
is in fact done hanestly, whether i t  i s  dunc negligently or 
nor ; 

7* * X * * * 
'Forsimilardc~ni~ions, scr rhc lndian PcnalCode(Ac1 XLV o f  18601, staion 29, 

in lhc IodiaCodc and !hc Indian Evidcnct: Act. 1 S72(I o f  1872), sccrion 3. in thc India 
Codc. 

'As to vons~ruclion of enprcssions re icr r in~  lo wriling. see clausc (47) of [his 
scclion. 

'See clnusc (35) of this sccrion. 
'For a sirnilardcfinirionscf rhc Hills oFExchoogc Aci, 1882(45 & 46 V i c r . . ~ .  61 ). 

scclion 90. and rht Salc of  Goods Act. 1893 (55 & 56 Vier., c. 7 I). scction 62 (2).  
For adiscussion i n  His Excellcncy iheViccroy'sCouncil upon as~milardcfini~ion 

ol'"good f~ith"contnincd i n  clausc (2O)urscciion 3 oFthc Gencral Clauses Acr, 1897. 
.ier. thc Gnic~re  t,llrrdio, March, 1897. PI. V1, pages 55 l o  67 nod 76 ru 79. 

Thc definition in thc picscnt Act dil'rcrs from rhc definirion uf "good flilh" 
conrainrd in scclion 52 or \hc Indian Pcnnl Codc (Act XLV o l  1860), 

"Clausc I8  was omiucd by scclion 2111 of  rhc Bengal Gcnernl Clauses (Arncnd- 
rncnt) Act. 1940 (Hcn. Acr 1 or t94Q). 

"Claurcs I9and24wcrcomirrcd by pata.3andSch.IV m~hcCnvcrnmcnrof India 
(Adaptatinn 01 Indian Laws) Ordcr, 1937. 

'Clausc 20 was urnillcd by s. 2{ 1 J  u l  rhc Bmgal Gcneral Clau5ts (Arncndmcn~) 
ACI. t940 (Bcn. Acl I of 1940). 



Tile B e ~ r ~ r i l  Ger~erttl Clarrses Acr. 1899. 

(2 1)' "imrnnvablc property" shall include land, benetits to arise "h~muv- 
ablc pro- 

out of land. and thingsattachcd ro theearth, or permanently 
fastened lo anything attached to the earth ; 

ACI XLV of (22) "imprisonment" shall mean i~nprisonmeot of either "Imprison- 
1860. descripiton' as defined in [he Indian Penal Code : rncnr." 

(23)' "local authority" shall mean a Municipal Committee, Dis- "Local 

rrict Board. body of Pon Commissioners or other aut hority authori~y." 

legally entirled ro,oren~rusted by the~overnment wirh, [he 
, control or managemenL of a municipal or local fund ; 

d *  * * * * * 
ACI v o f  (25) "Magislra~e" shall include every person exercising all or 
1898. any of the of a Magistrate under the Code of 

Criminal Procedure5 for the time being in force ; 

(26) "'master," used with reference LO a ship, shall mean any 
person (except a pilot or harbour-master) h a v i n ~  for [he 
time being control or charge of the ship ; 

(27) "month" shall mean a mon~h reckoned according LO (he 
British calendar ; 

(28) '"movable propeny" shall mean properly of every descrip- 
tion, except immovable propeny ; 

(29) "oa~h" shall include affirmaLion and declara~ion in  hec case 
of persons by law allowed to affirm or declare instead of 
swearingm ; 

(30) ""offcnce"shal1 mean any act oromission made punishable 
by any law for the ~ i m e  being in force ; 

"Mastcr" 
(or a ship). 

"Month." 

"Movahlc 
proptrty ." 

' ~ h t  cxprcssinn "immovable propcrry" is dcfincd dilrcrcnlly in ~ h c  Indian 
Rcgislrarion Act, lYO8 (XVI  or 1908). scc~ioli 2(6). For a definition of "land" 
applicahlc 10 B c n g ~ l  Acts madc hcrwccn the Is1 June, 1867, and thc 181lb January. 
1899, sce scc~ion 5. 

7 .  

*r.c., rigorous or simplc, .WE scc. 53 or ACI XLV or 1860. 

  or n vcry similar dcfinirion. see thc Local Aurhoririss Loans Acr. 1914 (IX uT 
19 14). section 2, 

'Sr'p~ luor-norc 6 on page 162. nnrc. 

q h c  Codc now in forcc i s  Act V of  1898. 

'For 3 similar dcfinilion. see thc Mcn-hanl Shipping Act. 1894 (57 and 58 Vicl.. 
c. (iO), scction 742, in  thc Colleclion olSratutc~ rclaiing to India, 1913. 

'For a comprchcnsive dcfinirion of thc word "properry," .feu scclian 168 o l ~ l l c  
Bankrupicy Acr. 1883 I46 and 47 Vicr,, c ,  52). 

"CJ: thedcfinirinn of "allidavit" in clauscs(3)olthis secrion and.rrr I hc root-notcs 
Ihcrcio. 

'For a similar definition. .ree scction 4(0) thc Codc of Criminal Proucdurc, 1 898 
cnct v or lggn). 



T l ~ c  Butrgal Getlel-nl Clarrses Acr, 1899. 

[Ben. Act I 

"Pan." 

+. 

"Pcfsun." 

"Public 
nuisnncc." 

"Rcgis- 
rercd." 

"Rulc." 

"Schcdule." 

"Part" shall mean a part of the Act in which the word 
occurs ; 

'"person" shatl include any company or associarion or 
body of individuals, whether incorporated or not ; 

"public nuisance" shall mean a public nuisance as defined 
in  the Indian Penal Code' ; 

"regisrered" used with reference to adocument, shallmean 
registered in '[a Part A State or a Part C Slate] under the 
law' tbr [he time being in force for (he registration of 
docurncnts : 

"Regularion" shall mean a Regualtion made by the Gover- 
nor under sub-paragraph (2 )  of paragraph 5 of [he Fifth 
Schcdule ro Ihe Constirurion and shall include aRegularion 
made by the Cenlral Governmenr undcr rhc Government of 
India Act, 1870, or the Government of India Act, 1915, or 
the Govemment uf India Act. 1935, or by [he Governor 
under the Government of India ACL, 1935. or by the 
President under Article 243 of the Constitution ; 

"'rule" shall mean a rule madc in excrcisc of a power 
conferred by any enactment. and shall include a regulation 
made as a rule under any enactment : 

"Schedule" shall mean a schedule to the Act in which the 
word occurs ; 

"Scheduled District" shill1 mean a "Scheduled District" as 
defined in the Scheduled Districts Acr, 1874 ; 

"sectinn" s l ~ a l l  mean a section of the ACL in which the word 
occurs ; 

'For ;I difkrcnt dcfiniliun or "pcrson" applicable to Hcngal A c a  madc between 
rhc Is1 Junc. 1867, and thc 1 Slh J;~nuijry. 1899, see scclron 5. 

'.7cp Acr XLV of 1860. scclion. 268. For proccdurc in  dzaling wilh public 
nuisances, ,rec C11. X of rhc Codc or Criminal Prucedure, 1898 (ACI V of 1898), 

' 1.11~ words "1 I'rovi~~cc"wcrcoriginally subsiruri~cd forthc words "British India" 
by paragraph (I) o f  ArlicIc 3 or, and lhc Schcdulc to, rhc Indian lndcpcndcncc 
(Adaptaton of Bcngal and Punjab Acls) Ordcr. 1948, and tl~crcaficr IIICFC words and 
lcrlcrs wcrc subsiituicd for 11ic words"a ProvinccVby paragraph 3 of, and thc Elcvcnlh 
Scllcdulc to, thc Adnpr;~tiun of Laws Ordcr. 1950. 

'See thc Indian Rcgisrr;~rion Acl. 1908 (XVI u f  1908). 

T h i s  clausc was suhs~itu~cd for r l ~ c  forrncr clausc by paragraph 3 of. nnd Ihe 
Elcvcnrh Schcdulc lo. rhc Adapln~ion of Laws ordcr. 1950. 

"or provisions as lo  rulcs, see sccrions 2 1 to 26. 29 and 30. 

Act XLV of 
1860. 

33 and 34 
Vicr., c. 3.5 , 

and 6 CEO. 
V,c,61.26 
Geo. V,  c. : 
2. 

XIV or ' 

1874. 



T f ~ e  Berrgul Ger~erul Clarrses Act, 1899. 

(40) '"ship" shall include every description of vessel' used in 
navigation not exclusively propelled by oars ; 

(41) "sign", with irs grarnmarical variations and cognate expres- 
sions. shall. with reference to a person who is unable to 
write his nalne. include "mark" wilh its grammatical varia- 
tions and cognate expressions ; 

(42) "sun", in [lie case of anyonc whose personal law permils 
adopricln, sl~all include an adopted son ; 

(43) "sub-sccrion" shall mean a sub-section of rhe section in  
which thc word occurs ; 

(44) '"swear", with its grammatical variations and cognate 
expressions, shall include affirming and declaring i n  [he 
case o l  persons by law allowed to affirm or declarc i nstead 
of  swearing ; 

(45) 4"vessel'' shnll include any ship1 or b o a  or any other 
description of vessel used in navigation ; 

'(450) "West Bengal Act" shall mean an Act made by the "Pro- 
vincial] Legislature of West Bengal under the Government 
of India Act, 1935, '[or by [he Legislatlire of rhe State or 
West Bcngal under the Constitution]; 

(46) X"will" shall include a codicil and cvcry wriling making a 
voIuntary posrhumous disposition of property ; 

(47) Expressions referring to "writing" shall be construed as 
including references LO printing, titliography, photography 
and other modes of represenling or reproducing words in 
a visible form ; and 

'For asimilar dcfinirion, see ihc Mcrchani Shipping Aci. 1894 (57 and 58 Vici., 
c. 60) sccrion 742, in  rhc Collcciion or Siaiuics relating to India. 19 13. 

'For definition o l  "vessel". sec clause (45) or this scction. 

'CJ: thedcfinirion ol"ailidavir"inclausc (3)of this scclion. andscc rhc roo[-notes 
ihcreto. 

'For a similar dcfinirion, see [tic Mcrchant Shipping Act. 1891(57 and 58 Vict.. 
c. GO) scclion 742, in  t l ~ c  Collccrion or Sratutcs rclaiing to India. 

Thc word "vcsscl" is dirrercnily defined i n  thc Indian Penal Cade (Act XLV 01 
1860). scction 48. 

.~h isc lnuse was i n s c ~ c d  by paragraph ( I )  of  ~ n i c l c  3 of. and rhc Scticdulc ro, thc 
Indian Indcpcndcncc (Adapla~ion or Hcngal and Punjab Acts) Order, 1948. 

T h i s  word shall sland unmodificd. see para. 3 and the Eleventh Sch. of thc 
Adapiaiion o f  Laws Ordcr. 1950. 

"Ship," 

"Sign." 

"Son." 

"Writing." 

'Thesc words within square brackcrs wcrc oddcd, ;hid. 
q h c  word "wil l" is dilrercnrly dcfincd i n  rhc Indian Succession Acl. 19% 

(XXXIX of 1925). section 2/11), 



Applicn- 
lion of ccr- 
lain of rhc 
Foregoing 
rlcfinitions 
to previous 
Bcngal 
Acts. 

Coniinu- 
nncc or 
ccnain 
dcliniiions 
for pur- 
poses of 
previous 
Bcngal Act. 

Applica- 
tion of 
crrrain 
definitions 
in sculion 3 
of ACI x or 
1897 la all 
Bengal and 
west 
Bengnl 
Acrs. 

The Ber~gal Ger!eml Cictises Act. 1899. 

[Ben. Act I 

(48) "year" shall mean a year rcckoned according to the Brilish 
calendar.' 

4. The definitions in section 3 of the following words, f i a t  is to 
say, "affidavit." "Magistrate," "month," "oath." and "swear," apply 
also. unless there is anything repugnant in the subject arcontext, to all 
Bengal Acts, made be~ween the first day OF June, 1867, and the 
commencement of this Act. 

5. I n  all Bengal Acts made between thc first day'of ~ u n e ,  1867, 
and the conimencerncnr of [his Act, unless there is any thing repugnan t 
in the subjecr or context,- 

( I )  "land" includes houses and buildings and corporeal 
hereditaments and tenements of any renure, unless where there are 
words to exclude houses and buildings or to resrrict [he meaning to 
tenements of some particular tenure ; and 

(2) "person" includes any incorporated company or incorpo- 
rated association of persons. 

'5A.'[(l) The definitions in secrion 3 of the General Clauses Act, x or 1897. 

1897 (X of 1897) of the expressions "British India", "Cenlral Acl", 
"Central Government", "Chief Controlling Revenue Authorily", 
"Chief Revenue Authority", "Constirulion", "Gazette". "Govern- 
ment". "Government securities". "High Court", "India", "Indian 
Law", "Indian State", "merged territories". "OFficial Gazette", "Part 
A State", "Pan B State", "Part C State", "Province", "Provincial Act", 
"Provincial Governmenl", "State", "Slate Act", and "State Govern- 
ment" shall apply also unless there is anything repugnant in [he subject 
or context to all Bengal and W e s ~  Bengal Acts.] 

(2) In any Bengal Acr "or West Bengal Act], references ro the 
"S rates govern men^" or "Central Government" in any provision 
conferring power to make appoinlmenls to the civil services of. or civil 
posts under. the Government' in India include references to such 

'For dcfinirion of "financial ycar." .Tee clausc (16) 01 this xciion. 
'This sccrion was inscncd by s. 3 of [lie Bcngal General Clauscs (Amcndrncnt) 

Acl, 1910 (Bcn. Acr I of 1940). 
'Sub-section ( I )  was suhstitu~cd h r h c  lormcr suh-scciion by paragaph 3 of, and 

rhc Elcvcnth Schcdulc ro. ihe Adaplalion o f  Laws Order, 1950. 
' ~ h e s c  words rvcre inscrlcd by pangraph ( 1 )  Arliclc 3 of. and thc Sch. to, rhe 

Indian lndcwndcnce (Adaplalion of Bengal and Punjab Acis) Order, 1848. 
-The word "Siaie" w u  substi~u~cd lor the word "Provincial"by paragraph4(1) or 

!he Adapraiion or Laws Ordcr. 1950. 

T h c  word "Govcrnrnenl" was subsiiiu~ed lor thc word "Crown" by paragraph 
J ( i )  ulrhc Adapiaiion 01 Laws Order. 1950. 



Tlie Bengol Generul Clalrses Acr, 1899. 

person as (he Sratel Government or the Central Government, as the 
7. case may be, may direct, and in any provis~on conferring power to 

make rules prescribing the conditions of service of persons serving 
'[Governmenr] in a c ivi l  capi~city in India, includc references t t ~  any 
person aulhorised by the State' Governmen1 or [he Cenrral Govern- 
ment, as the case may be, to make rules for the purpose. 

(3) The references i n  any Rengal Act [or West Bengal Act] to 
scrvanrs of or undrc, or ta service of or under, IheCcnlral Government 
or the stale' Government or the s tate%fs.S(Wcst Bengal], [o properly 
qf, or belonging to, or vested in, the Secretary OF Srate in Council or 
thecentral Government or 1heProvincial Gvvcrnnlent or [he Province 
of Bengal, and to forfei~ures to ttie Central Government or the 
Provincial Government or [he Province o l ~ e n ~ a i .  shall be construed 
i l s  references respectively to pcrsons in the service uCrhe Crown, lo the 

' service of the Crown. to properly vested in the Crown, and 10 

forfeitures to the Croivn. 

Genwal Rules of Conslruction. 

6 " [ ( I )  Where any Bengal Act or Wesr Bengal Ac[ i s  not 
expressed to come inrn operation on a pariicular day,- 

((1) in the case of a Rengnl Act or West Bengal Act madc bcforc 
the commencement nf the Constitution, it shall come into 
operiltion, if ir is an Acl of the Legislawre, on the day on 
which the asset thcreto of the Governor, [he Governor 
General or His Majesty, as the case may require, is first 
published in the Oflcial Guze~te, and i f  it is an Act of the 
Governor of Benpnl. on [he day nn which it  i s  tirst pub- 

'lished as un Act in the Oficiul Guzerre ; 
(LJ in the case of a West Bengat Acl made after the commence- 

mencof the Constilu~ion, i r  shall come intooperarion on [he 
day on which the assent thcreto of the Governor or thc 
President, as the case may require, is tirst published in Ihe 
Oflcifll Gazctre.] 

'Src root-norr: 5 on page 180, ntlte. 

?his word was subsrirurcd lor rhc words "His M;?jcslyl' by parnp~ph  4(l)of lhc 
Adapnrion of Laws OOcr. 1950. 

'See faor-no~c 4 on pagc 180, nrrte. 

'Thc word "Starc" was subsrirurcd for ~ h c  word "Province" by paragraph J ( I J  of 
the Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950. 

' ~ u b s ~ i ~ u r c d  lor ihc word "Bcngal" by pwa.3(?) or thc Indian Indepcndcnce 
(Adnprariun of E e n ~ ~ l  and Punjah Acts) Order,I 948. 

Sub-scc~ion (IJwas suhsrirurcd Iorrl~c iormcr sub-scclioo ( I )  by paragraph 3 nf. 
and ihc Elcvcnth Schrtlulc co. rhc Ahpraiioo a I  b \ v s  Ordcr. 1950. 

Coming in- 
lo opcra- 
tion of 
Bcngal ACIS 
or Wcst I 

! 
l l c n p l  
Ac~a. I 
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(21 Unless the contrary is expressed, a Bengal Act '[or Wesr - :.. ..... . . 
9. Bengal Acl] shall be conslrued as coming inlo operation immcdialely . ..... . ... . 

on the cxpiration of the day preceding its commencement. 

Printing ur 7. In this Act, and in every Bengl Act ' lor West Bengal Act] 
d"con which hcr madenfrerthecommzncementofthisAct,thcdaleofsuchpublication 
is published as is n~cnrioned in section 6,'" ' 'shall be printed above the title ofthe 
aCrcr having 
rzccivcd ~ h c  Act, and shall form part of rhe Act. 
assent of 
rhc 
Governor, 
Govsrnor- 
Gcncr;il or 
His Mnjcsry 
or the 
Prcqidcnl. 

Erfccr or 8. Wlicre this Act, or any Bengal Act '[or West Bengal Act] 
repeal. n~adc after the cornmcncement of this Act, repeals any enactmenL 

hi thcrto madc o:hercafier tu bc made, then. unless a different intenrion 
appears, rhc repeal shall no[- 

(0) revive anyrhing nor in force nrexisting at the time a[ which 
the repeal titkes cffrct ; or 

(b) affect the previous operalion OF any enactment so repealed 
or anything duly done' or suffered thereunder ; or 

(c) afFect any r igh~,  privilege,ohligation, br liabiliti3 acquired, 
accrued or incurred under any enactment SO repealed ; or 

(d )  affect any penalty, forfeilure or punishment incurred in 
rcspect of any offencecornmi~ted against any enaament so 
repealed ; or 

( 1  affect any inves~igation, legal proceeding or remedy, in 
respect of  any such r i g h ~  privilege, obligation, liability. 
penalty, forfeiture or punishment as aforesaid ; 

and any such invedigation, legal proceeding or remedy may be 
instituted, continued or enforced, and any such penally, forfeiture or 
punishment may be imposed, as if  [he repealing ACL had not becn 

.passed. 

'Sec ioor-notc 4 on pagc 180, nrjfe. 

'Thc word, figure and brackcts "suh-scc~ion ( I ) . "  werc omitrcd by pan. 3 and 
Sclrcduic IV to thc Gnvcrnincnt of India (Adaptarion of Indian Laws) Ordcr. 1937. 

'AS to ~l~ccrmminuancco~ordcrs. etc.. made undcr an cnnctrncnl which isrepzalcd 
and re-enacrcd, sce sccrion 25. 



'8A. Where any Bengal Acr'lor West Bengal Act] made after rhe 
: commencemenr of this Act repeals any enaclment by which the tex t of 

any formerenaclmenr was amended by the express omission, insertion 
or subrtirt~tion of any marter, [hen, unlcss a diffcrenr intenlion appears, 
thc repeal shall not affect [he continuance of any such amendment 
made by the enactment so repealed and in operation at thc time of such 
repcal. 

9. ( 1 )  In any B e n ~ a l  Act 'Lor West Bengal Act] made after thc 
commencement of [his Acr it shall be necessary, for (he purpose of 
reviving,  ith her wholly or partially, any maclment wholly or partially 
repz~ led ,  expressly to stute [hat purpose. 

(2) This section applies also to all Bengal Acts made between the 
Fjrs~ day of June, 1867, and [he commencement of [his Acr. 

10. Where this Act, or any Bengal Act '{or West Bengal ACLJ 
made after thecommer~cerncnt of this Acr, repeals and re-enacts with 
or without n~oditications. any provision of a former enactment, then 
~eferences in any other  enactment or in any instrument to the provision 
so rcpealed shall, unless a dilferenr inten~ion appears. be cons~rued as 
ret'erenccs to the provision so re-enacted. 

11. I n  any Bengal Acr '[or West Rengl Act] made after [he 
commencement of this Act, ir shall be sufficienr, for thc purpose of 
excluding the first in a series of days or any other period of time to use 
the word "from" and, for thc purpose of including 11le last in a series 
of days on any other period of time. to use the word "to". 

12. Where, by any Bengal Act2[or West Bengal Act] made after 
the commencemen1 OF this Act, any act or proceeding is directed or 
alloived robe done or Inken in any Court or office on a certain day or 
within a prescribed period,  hen if  (he Court or office is closed on that 
day ar [he last d + ~ y  ofthe prescribed period. the act or proceeding shall 
be considered as done or taken in due rime if i t  is done or token on the 
next day afterwards on which the Court or office is open : 

IX 01 1908. Provided that norhing in this scclion shall apply to any act or 
proceeding to which the Indian Limitalion Act, "1908J. applies. 

13. In the measurement OF any distance for the purposes of any 
Bengal Act '[or West Bengal Act] made after the commencement of 

. , Repeal of 
ACI making 
lcxlual 
anvndmcni 
in hrrncr 
ACI. 

Consrruc- 
lion of 
rcfcrcnccs 
to repcalcd 
cnx[rnenls. 

Com- 
mtncemcnl 
and 
lcrrninalion 
aC rime. 

'This scclion was inscrrcd by s,4 of thc Bcngal General Clauses (Amcndmcnt) 
Xcr,l910 (Bcn. Aci l of 1940). 

'See fool-no~e 4 on pagc 180, arrle. 

Thesc rigurcs wcresubs~iturcd lor  rhc figures "1877" by s . 2  andthcFirst Suh.oi 
Ihc Hengal Rcpcaling and Amtndinp Acl.1938 I Ren ACI I or 1979) 
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The Berlgal Gclrerai Clttiucs Acl, 1899. 

this Act, that dis~ance shall. unless a different inrenrion appears, be 
nleasured in a straight line on a horizan~nl plane. 

14. In all Bengal Acts '[and West Bengal Acts], unless there i s  
anytbing repugnant in the subject or context.-- 

(!) words illporting the masculine gender shall bc iaken to 
includc females ; and 

(2) words in the singular shall include the plural, and vice 
ver,rqo. 

14A. [Refire~rccs ro drc Sovcreigrr.-Rup. by poru.3 ntld rhe 
Elevcrrtlt Sclr. ojtlru Adnprnriotr oJI.mvs Orrker, 1950.1 

15. Wherc, by any Bengal Act '[or West Bengal Act] made after 
the commencement of this Act, any power is conferred '[then, unless 
a different inlention appears] [hat pnwrer may be exercised from lime 
io rime as occasion requires. 

Ih. Where, by any Bengal Act '[or West Bengal AcL], a power l o  
appoint any persnn to lill any office or cxecute any function is 
conferred, then, urlless it is otherwise expressly provided, any such 
appointment. if i~ i s  made after rhecommencement of this Act, may be 
madc either by name or by virtue uf office. 

17. 'Where. by any Bengal ~ c l ' l o r  West Bengal Act], a power to 
make any appoin~menl is conferred. then, unless a different inrenrion 
appcars, the authority having power to make the appoin~ment shall 
also have power to suspend or dismiss any person appointed by it in 
exercise of that power. 

- 18. In any Bengal Act '[or West Bengal Act] madc after the 
commencement of this Act i t  shall be sufficient, for  he purpose of 
indica~ing [he applica~ion of a law to every person or number of 
persons for rhe time bcing executing [he functions of an nffice, l o  

'Thcsc words were inscrtcd by paragraph (/)of Articlc 3 ofa and thc Schedule lo, 
the Iqdinn Indcpc~idc~ce (Adaptariun of Bcngal and Punjab Acts )Order. 1948. 

'See loot-nntc 4 on page 180. ntrrc. 

'Thcsc,rvords wcrc subs~ituled for tlic words "on ~I~cGovcrnmcni, lhcn" by s.6 of 
lhc Hcngal General Clau~cs (r\mendmcnr) Ac1,1940 (Bcn.Acr 1 of IYJO). 

'As lo sccrion 17, set thc Notcs on Clauscs appcndcd ro rhc S1~lcmen1 of Objccls 
~ n r l  R ~ . : ~ c n n c  in rllr r o l r . r t r r f l  I;rr-.rrrr nr !R9U P1. IV.nncc 57 1 .  



TIlc Betrg(t1 Geriernl Clurt~es Acr, 1899. 

of 1899.1 

(Power-s rrrid F~orctir)t~aries.Scctions 19, 20.-Provisiot~s (I.\. tn 

Ordcts, Rrrles, ctc.. mude ~rndeler E~~uct~~ierrrs .-Secrio~~~ 21-23.) 

nlerltion the official title of the officer at present executing the 'r 
functions, or that of the orficer by whom the Functions are commonly 
executed. 

19. In any Bengal Act '[or West Bengal Act] made after the Successors. 
commencement of this Act i r  shall be sufficient, for the purpose of 
indicating Ihe relation of a law to the successors of any functionaries 
or of corporations having perpetual succession, to express its relation 
to the funclionaries or corporations. 

20. In any Bengal Act '[or West Bengal Act] made after Ihe 
commencemenr uf this Act i~ shall be sullicient, for the purpose of 
expressing that a law relativc l o  thechief or superior of  an office shall , 

apply to the depu~ies or subclrdinates lawfully performing theduties of 
that oftice in the place of their superior, to prescribe [he duly of the 
superior. 

Provisio~u as ro Orders, Rirles, etc., I ~ ( I ~ L '  ~ ( ~ ~ d e l -  E I I ~ C I I ~ I C I I ~ S .  

21. Where, by any Bengal Acl '[or west Bengal Act], a power to 
issue any order, schcme, rule, by law,  notification or form is con- 
ferred, then expressions used in the order, scheme, rule, bye-law, 
notification or form, i f  it is made after the commencement OF this Acl, 
shall, unless thercis anything rcpusnant in thcsubject orconre~t, have 
the same respecrive meanings ns in the Act conferring the power. 

OTlicinl 
chicfs and 
suh- 
ordin;llcs. 

orders, crc.. I 
issucd 
undcr 

.I 
Bcngal Acts 
or Wcsr 
Bcngal 
Acrs. 

22; Where, by any Bengal Act ' [or West Bengal Act], a power to P ~ w c r  to 

'[issue] orders, rules, bye-laws, or nodficadons is conferred, then, thal 
power includes u power, exerciseablc in the like manner and subject power to 

add ro, to (he like sanction and conditions (if any). to add lo, amend, vary or amend. vary 
rescind any orders, rules, bye-laws or nolifications so '[issued]. or rcscind 

orders. clc. 

23. Where,byanyBengaIAct'[arWes~BengalAct],whichjsnot Making01 
to come in to operation '[immediately on [he passing thcreofl, a power k'$:l:~s, 

'St(! fool-notc 4 on page 180, unrc. 

 his word was subsritutd for thc word "makc" by s.7 ui ihc Bcngal General 
Clnuscs (Arncndrncnt) Acr.1940 (Hcn.Act 1 of 1940). 

1 '  This word was subsriru~cd for thc word "made" ibid. 
'These words werc sutrslilutcd ror ilrc words "on tl~c day on which i~ is Lrsl 

published in Illc CaIcirffn Gnzeffc alrcr having rcccivcd the asscnr of the Governor 
Genrr;~l " by pari1.3 and Sch.IV to ihc Govcrnmcnt of India(Ad~pution OF Indian 
Law\) Order. 1937. 

'Marginal notc of scciion 23 c~lnrir~~red in'ncxt pagc. 
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(Provi.vions (1.3 ro Orders, Rrdes, ere., rllade ru~der 
Etrncrt~~et~ts.-Sectior~ 24.) 

is conferred lo make rules or bye-laws, or to issue orders with respect 
lo theapplication ofthe Act, or wilh respect to theesrablishmenrofany 
Court or office, or the appoin~menc of any judge or officer thereunder, 
or with respect to the person by whnm, or [he time when, or the place 
where, or the manner in which, or [he fees for which, anything is to be 
done under the Act. 

then that power may be exercised at any time '[afrer the passing of 
lhe Act], but rules, bye-laws or ~ r d e r s  so rnadc or issued shall no1 lake 
eri'ec~ till the commencement of the Act. 

24. Where, by any Bengal Act '[or West Bengal Act], a power to 
make rules or bye-laws is expressed to be given subject to the 
condition ofthe rules or bye-laws being made after previous publicn- 
tion. then  he follow in^ provisions shall iippl y. namely :- 

(I) the authority having power to make the rules or bye-laws 
shall, befort: making them. publish ;I hait  of the proposed 
rules orbye-laws for the inrurmution uf persons likely ro be 
affected thereby ; 

(2) [he publication shall bc madc in such manner as that 
aurhority dcems to bc sufticicnt, or. if the condi~ion with 
respect to previous pub1 ication so requires, in such manner 
as ~ h c  '[Govcmmen t conccmed] prescribes : 

(3) there shall he published with the dral'l a notice specifying 
a dare on or after which [he drafl will be laken into 
consideralion ; 

(4) the authority having power lo make the rules or bye-laws, 
and, where the rules or bye-laws are to be made with the 
sanction, approval orconcurrence ~Fanotherauthori~y, that 
authority also. shall consider any objection or suggestion 
which may be received by the aulhority having power to 
make the rules or bye-laws from any person with respecl to 
the draft before the date so specified; 

' ~ i i c s c  words wcrc subsiituwd lor illc words "niicr llic Aci  has bccn published as 
;~iurcs;~id"by para. 3of. and Sch. IV 10, Ihc GovcmmcnrofIndia(Adapl~lionufInd~,in 
Laws) Ordcr. 1937. 

'Thc words "Ccn~ral Govcrnlncnt or. as ihc casc may bc. IIIC Provincial Govsrn- 
mcnl" rvcrt: originally suhslirutcd for 1l1c words "Local Govcrnmcnt" by para. 3 DF. 
and Schcdulc IV lo, the Guvrrnmrnt uf India (Adapralion of  Indian Laws) Order. 
1937. and thcrcarrcrllicsc words wzrcsubsiiiuicd l'orrhe words "Cenlral Govrrnmrn~ 
or. as !hc case may hc, rhc Prnvincial Govcrnmcnr" by paragraph 3 of. and thc 
Elcvcnlll Sclizdule iu, the A k ~ p ~ a ~ i o n  of Laws Ordcr. 1950. 

"Marginnl nolc 01 seciion 23-uo~rulrrdcd 



(Provisions us ro Orders, R~rles, ere., jrinde ~urder 
E t ~ a c r t ~ r e n r s . S e c ~ i o ~ ~  25.-Miscefla~reous.Sections 26-28.) 

(5) the publication in the ' IOflcinl Gazerre] of a rule or bye- 
law purporting ro have becn made in exercise of a power to 
make rules or bye-laws after previous publication shall be 
conclusive proof that the rule or bye-law has been duly 
made. 

25. Where any enactrnrnt i s ,  after rhc commencement of this Act, 
repealed and re-enacted by a Bengal Act2[orWest Bengal Act] wilh or 
wilhout modification, then. unless it is otherwise expressly provided, 
any .'[appoinrrpnt], order, scheme, rule, bye-law, no~ificalion or  form 
'[made or] issued undcr the repealedenactmenl shall, so far as it is noL 
inconsistent with the provisions re-enacted.'con~inue in force, and be 
deemed to havc been "[made or]- issue under thc provisions so re- 
enacted, unless and until i t  is superseded by any '[appointment], order, 
scheme, rule, byc-law, notifica~ionorfnrm~~madcor] issued under the 
provisions so re-cnactcd. 

Coniinua- 
tion or 
ordcrs. clc., 
rssucd 
undcr 
cnilctmcnls 
rcpcalcd 
ilnd rc- 
cnacrcd, 

Miscellaneous. 
26. Seclions 63 to 70 of the Indian Penal Code. and I he provisions RCCOVC'Y or 

fincs. 
Act XLV nf of  the Code of Criminal Procedure 'for the lime being in rorce in  
1860- relation lo the issue and theexecution ofwarrants for the levy of fine? of 1898. 

shall apply lo all fines iinposedunder any Bcngal Act2[or West Bengal 
ACL] or any rule or bye-law made undcr any Bengal Act '[or West 
Bengal Act], unless the Acl. rulc or bye-law contains an express 
provision to the conlrary. 

27. Where an act or omission consiri~utes on oFfenceh under two Provision as 

or more cncacLmants, then the offender shall be liable to be prosecuted ~u~~~~~~~ 
and punished under either or any of thoseenactments, but shall nor be undcr two 

liable l o  be punished ~wice for the same offence. or morc 
cnaclmcnts. 

28. Where any Bengal Act '[or West Bengal AcL], made after the Mcaning of 
comrnencemenr of this Act authorizes or requires any docurnenl lo be E y  by 

'Tlicsc words werc suhsriru~cd lor rhc words ''Crrlc,i~tr~i Gri,rrir" by paragraph 
.I( 1 )  of thc Govcrnrncnr of India (Adapiaiion or Indian Laws) Order. 1937. 

'This word was inscrretl by s. 3 and thc Scuond Sch. of ~ h c  Arncnding Act, 1903 
(I a1 1903). 

'Thesc words wcrc inserred. ;bid , 

'.Yet S C C ~ ~ O ~ S  3x6 lu 389 of Acr Y or 1893. 

"For dcfini~ion of "ol'rcncc". S E E  3(30). o t ~ r ~ ,  
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served by post, whe~hcr the expression "serve" or either of rhc 
expressions "give" or "send" or any other expression is used, then, 
unless a different intenlion appears, the scrvice shall be deemed to be 
cff'ected by proper1 y addressing, prepaying and pos~ing by registered 
post, a letter containing thc documenl, and, unlcss the conuary is 
proved, to have been efrected at the rimc at which [he letter would be 
delivered in the ordinary course of posl. 

29. ( 1 )  In any Bengal Act '[or W e s ~  Bengal Acr], and in any rule, 
bye-law, instrument or document made under, or wilh reference to any 
Bengal Act 'lor Wesl Bengal Act], any enactment may be ciled by 
reference LO the title or shon rille (if any)' conferred thereon or by 
reference lo the number and year thereof, and any provision in an 
enactment may be cited by refcrence to the section or sub-section of 
thc enaclmcnt in which the provision is contained. 

(2) In this Act, and in  any Bcngal Act '[or West BcngaI Act], 
made after the commencement of this Act. a description or citalion of 
a porlion of another enactrnem shall, unless a differem intention 
appears, be conslrurd as including the word, secrion nr other part 
mentioned or relerred to as Forming the beginning and as forming the 
end of the pnrtion comprised in thc description or cita~ion. 

30. Where any Act, rule or bye-law made after the commence- 
ment of t h i s ~ c t  c&inuesor amends any ~ c t s ,  rulesorbye-laws made 
before the commencement of this Acr, the foregoing sections of this , 

' Acc shall not by rcason merely O F  such continuance or amendmen1 
affect [he cons~ruction of such Acts, rules or bye-laws. 

Applicarion 31. The provisions of this Act shalI apply,- 
lo Eastern 
Bcngal and (a) i n  relation to any Easrern Bzngal and Assam Acts as in 
Assam Acts 
and force in West Bengal and any Regulation made by the 
Ordinances Governor under seclion 92 of ~heGovemment of India Act, 
and Rcgula- 
lions. 1935, as they apply in relation ro a Bengal Act or Wesr 

Bengal Act made by the Provincial Legisla[ure, and in 
relation to any Ordinancepmmulgated by the Governor of 

-- 

'See 1001-nolc 4 on page 180, rurrc. 

"Shorl iiiIcs havc k c n  cunfcrrcd on a l l  thccnacimcnls prinicd in rhc Wcst Bengnl 
Code. 

"cction31 was subsrirured lurihc forrncrsecrion 31 [whichwasinserlcd by pam. 
3 of. and Sch. IV ro, thc Govcrnmcnl o f  India IAdaoraiion of Indian Laws) Order. 
1937.1 by paragraph 3 of,nndrhc Elcvcn~h ~chcd"lc ld ,  ih2 ~ d a ~ r a r i o n o ~ l - = ~ ~ r d c r :  
1950. 
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Bengal under section 88 or section 89 of [he said Act or by 
the Governor of West Bengal under section 88 o i  the said 
Act, as they apply in relation to a Bengal Act made under 
 he said Act by the Governor ; and 

(6) in relation to any Ordinance promulgated by the Governor 
under arlicle 2 13 of the Conslirurinn or any Regulation 
made by the Governor under sub-paragraph (2) of para- 
graph 5 of the Fifrh Schedule to rhe Constitution, as they 
apply in relation to a West Bengal Act made by the State 
Legislature : 

Provided that clause ( l r )  of sub-seclion I of section 6 of this Act 
shall apply to any Ordinance reFerred to in clause (h) as if for the 
reference in the said clause (b] OF sub-section (I) to the day of the first 
publication of the assent to an Act in the Oficiol Guzerle rhere were 
substiruted s reference to the clay of [he first publication of the 
Ordinance in that G a z c r ~ ~ .  


