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Bengal Act VIIZ of 1932l 
[THE BENGAL RHINOCEROS PRESERVATION 

ACT, 1932,12 

Ben. Act [I aF (938. 

(a) Thc Govcrnrncn~ of India 
(Adaptation O F  Indian 
Laws) Ordcr, 1937. 

(b) The Indian Independence 
(Adap~ntion of BengilI and 
Punjab Acts) Order, 194s. 

(c) 1'11~ Adap~ation of Laws 
Order. 1950. 

[23rd June, 1932.1 

An Acr to provide for [he prcscn.crfio)~ of 11i1d r l ~ i ~ i ~ c ~ r u ~ - .  
I 

WHERMS ir is expedient ro, pravidc for rhe prcscrvntinn o f  wild i 
rhinoceros in  Bcngal; 

I 

I[ is I~ercby enacled xs fo1llorvs:- 

1. ( 1 )  This ACL may br called the BcngaI Rhinocaros Prcservalion Shon titie 
Act, 1932. and ex tun^. 

(2) I[ cxlends ID thc rvholc of'[Wesr Bengal]. 

2. No person shall k i l l ,  injurc orcapture, or allempt ro kiIl, injure or hllinr. 
cap~urc. a wild rhinoceros, unlcss- injuring o r  

(a) in deicnce or hiinscll or sonw other pcrson; or capturing 
or wild 

(b) with thc permission of thc '[S{atc Govcrnmcnt] given i n  a rhinoceros 

liccnse issued under rules to be made in (his hehalf by rhc phohihilrd. 
. . .  

'[SI~IC Governrncn t]. . . 

3. ( 1  ) Whoever in conlraven~ion ofsccrion 2, kills. injures nr captures. P c n ~ l ~ y  for 
or allcmprs to kiI1, injure or cnplurc. a wild rhinoceros. shall bc puniahed 

t:::5'2'ng . , wilh imprisonmenr for a rcrm whichmay exlcnd roclne month or wirh fine 
which may extcnd ro one lhousand rupces or wirh bnrh. 

-- 

'In terms of the provisioris ufsub-section (3) orscclion 3 r<ild wilh Sclicdulr 111 or the 
Wcst Bcngal Translemd Territories (Assimilation o l h \ r r s )  ACI, 135S (\Vest Dcn. .Act XIX 
of 195s). this ACI shall not extcnd to. or come into rorcc in, rhc ~ t r r i t ~ r i t c  t m s f t n r d  i m ~ n  
Ilic Statc orBihar lo thc S rn~c  of\\"est Bengal by s. 3 oi the  Bil13r .!nd \ i 'z~t Bcngal (Tnnslrr 
of Tsmtories) Act. 1956 (XL or  1956). 

:For Statement of Objecrs and Reasons. see ihz Gllr~rrrn f i~zer tz  o i  1932, PI. I V ,  
pa:c 79: .and for Proceedings in Council-see thc BenjiaI Legisralive Council Pmcc'edings. 
Vnl. XXXVIII. No. 3, pagc 806. 

'Thc words "We51 B c n g c  wcrc suhsrirurcd far the word "Rmgal" by Art. 3(3) or thc 
Indian I~~dcpcndcncc (Adaplauan or Bcngal and Punjab Acts) Odcr,  1948. 

'Thr words "Provincial Governnirn~" a c r e  origirlally subsliiutcd Tor the words "Local 
Covernrncnt" by pamgmph 4(11 oI the Govcrnmcn~ or India (Adaptarion of Indian Laws) 
Ordcr. 1937, and Ihcmahcr the ward "SlalP IV.U substituted for the word "Provincial" by 
pmgmph 4 ( l )  of lhc Adrrptalinn of Inw? Onlrr lsTn 



T11c Be~igtll Rhi~ioccros PI-e.~enwtio~i Acr, 1932. i 

[Ben. Act VIII of 1932. 

I : 
(2) Whocvcr having hccn convicted of an offence under sub- 

section ( 1) orthis scction, is ngnin convic~cd of nn ollcncc rhcrcundcr shnll 
be punished rvjtI1 i~nprisonnienr for a term ~vliich lnny cxtcnd to six ~nontlls 
or witti fine whicl~ may exlend rn ~ w o  ~housand rupees or wirh borh. 

4. Every wild rhirloceros killed caplured '[in W e s ~  Bengal] by any 
person olhenvise than wirh the permission of the ?[Stare Governmenr] 
givcn under section 2, and all parts or such rhinoceros shall he [he propcrty 
or [he :[Stale Governn~en~l. 

"4A. No person sIiall wi thou~  he permission of [he '[State] 
Gr)\,crnmcnL posscss, scll r)r buy, or oKcr to scll or buy. any par1 of n 
rliinoccros unlcss hc has rcason lo bclicvc thar such rhinoceros in not thc 
properly of the '[State] Governmen[, 

L;.vpi~~t~citiot~.-Thc cxprcssifln "reason lo helieve" occurring i n  lhis I 
scction has tllc ~ncnning nssigncd Lo il in scction 26 01 rhc Indian Pcnal ~ c r  XLV 04 
Corlc. 

IX6'  i 
( 1 ) Whoevcr in conlravention of section 4A possesses, sells or 

huys, or orrcrs lo scll ur buy, any parl of a rliinoce'ros, sball be punishcd 
with line which may extend ro one ~housand rupees. 

(2) Wlloever having been convicted of an offence under sub- I 
sec~ion (1 ) of this sec~ion is again convicted of an orrcnce thercundzr, shall ! 
hc punishcd wirh fine ~vl~ich may extend 10 lwo thousand rupees, 

I 
I 

5. In [lie event of any person killing, injuring or capturing a wild ! 
I 

rhinoccrr)~ in dcl'cncc oThimsclf or of some other person, he shall within 
thrcc days of  such event report [he f a c ~  in wiling to the officer-in-charge 
ortllc ncxcst police-srnrion ar  I r )  [he Forest Officer or [lie Dislrict or Sub- 
divisional Magistrate within whose jurisdiction thc cvcnr rook placc. 

6. Whocvcr withoul rcasonnblc cxccusc omits to make [he rcport 
referred to in section 5, shall bc punishcd with Iinc which may ccxtcnd 10 
five hundred rupees. 

7. The Wild Birds and Animals Pro~ection Acr, 1'112. shnll, in its V ~ I I  of 
i~pplication ro >[Wcsr Bcnyl]  he amended as follows, namely,- 1912. 

In clause (ii) or the Schedule to the said Act dle word "rhinoceroses," 

'Tllc wurds -'in Rcngal" wcre oripinally inscncd by s. 1 01 rlic Dc~igal Rl~i~iocurus 
Pwsrnalinn (Arnendlncnr) Act. 1937 (Bcn. Acl It or 193R), and rhrrtartcrthe words "Wcst 
H c n y l "  ntrc substitulcd Tor tlic word "Rzngd" hy Arl. 3(1) o l  thc Indian Indtptndcncr 
( Adnptnrio~i or Btngal and Punjzb ACIS) Ordcr, 1918. 

'Src foot-11ofc J a i d  page 193. (11rre. 

'Sccrions -!A and JB wrrc inscncd by s. 3 or thc Bcngal Rhint)ccrns Prcsr.n.31irln 
(hrncl td~i~cnt)  ACI. 1937 (Brn. Acr 11 of 1938). 

'The word "Srarc" was subs~iturcd Tor rhc ivurd "Provincifl  by p a n ~ n p h  J(1) of ihr ! 
~2dnptnrio11 or Laws Order. 1950. 

, . .Ice Coot-~iorz 3 un p ; ~  193. (rrrre. 




