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Act XXILI of 1850 

(The Calcutta Land-revenue Act, 1850.)' 

SHORT TITLE GIVEN .... ... A c t I o f  1903. 

Act XV of 1882. 
- (a) Thc Govcmmcnt of India 

(Adnpmlion of Indian h w s )  

Ordcr. 1937. 

(b) The Adapmtion 01 Laws 
- Order, 1950. 

(81 h June, 1850. ) 

An Act for securitrg rlre Lad-revenrre of Calcr4tta. 

WHEREAS it is cxpcdicnt that the land-revenue accruing due to 
the [Crown] within Calcutla bc ascenaincd and collected in as sum- 
mary a manner a in olhcr parts of thc lcrritories under the Govern- 
mcnt of the [Crown) : 

11 is declared and cnnctcd as follows : 
1. All assessable lands, not the propeny of h e  [Govcrn- 

ment], within the town of Calcuua, of which the rare of wscssmcnt is 
nor known, or which have not herelofort: bccn asscsscd, shall be 
asscsscd at the rate of three antras for each cottah. 

2. Laklriraj lenures of land in Calcutta, of which uninterrupted 
posscssion has been held exempr from asscssrncnt for sixty ycars, shall 
be valid : no other IakIiiraj lenures of land in CaIculta shall be 
deerncd valid unlcss h e  same are or shall be held under an unexpired 
gram from the British Governmen[. 

3. If any owncr of land within Calcutta. or any pcrson holding 
land within Calcutla on lease liom rhc [Govcmmcnt] shall, upon thc 
written demand of [he Coilcc~or, rclusc or ncglcct to pay any sum 
ar which the land is assessed, or for which hc is liablc under his lease, 
lhc Colleclor may levy Lhc samc by diswcss and salc of thc goods 
and chanels, wherever found, of such owncr or I c s s ~ c ~ o r ,  aRer written 
demand upon [he [enant or occupicr. and his rcfusal or ncglcct to pay 
the sum lawfully demanded, by dislress and salc of any goods and 
chauels found upon h e  land, in h e  manner appoinlcd for regulaung 

r;v of Is&?, dismess for small renls in Calcurra by " h e  Prcsidcncy Small Cause 
Couns Act, 1882, Chaptcr Vm]; and, for [he purposc of any such 

Shon Title.-This shon iillc was given by the Amending Acl, 1903(1 o f  1903). 
Lmd Ex1cnr.-This AC{ exicnds only ro Calculra -1ee Ihc litlc and prcmblc. 

word was subsriruted for the words   ear^ India Company" by p m .  3 ;md 
Ihc 1st Sch. or rhc Govcmmcnt of I n d i ~  (Ahplation of Indian h w s )  Ordcr. 1937. 

' Thc word "Crown" w x  substitulcd for lhc words "East India Company" by Ihc 
First Schcdulc of  ~ h c  Corcrnnicnt of India (Adaplmion of Indian Laws) Order, 1937. and 
the word "Govcmmcn~* w x  subscqucnlly subsiituied lor ~ h c  word "crown' by pmgraph 
4111 of thc Adaprarion or Laws Older. 1950. 

'Tliesc ruords md iipums wcrc subsli~uled lor lhc words and ngures "Act VI1. 
1847,' by s. 3 01 rhc Prcsidcncy Smdl Causc Coum Aci, 1882 (XV 01 1882). 
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[Act XXllI 

djskss and sale, h c  Collator shall havc all hc powers uT '[rhc 
Judges pf h e  Courr of Small Causes al Calc~~lla];  and h e  Colleclor 
shall have powcr lo appoint any or his offrcers to perform the du~ies  
of bailiffs and appraisers, and of \hc chiti clcrk of the said COW, 
I* * and all ~ h c  provisions of the said Act relahg lo ' [hc Judges of 
Lhc Court of Small Causes at Calcutta] and their Coun shall be 
dcemed io.apply Io the said Collector and his alfice in hc execution 
o l  this Acl. "' 

4. In Lhc casc OF paymenl by any tenant or occupier nor 
holding immediately undcr rhc 3[Government], or the scizurc and sale I 

of his property, he m y  deducr Ihe amount of Lhc payment or levy 
from  he next payment of rent ro his landlord. 

5. The claim of Ihe '[Govcmmcnl] Ior land-rcvenuc or rcnr 
has priority-nver all other claims upon h c  land, or io which propcrly 
disrrained upon h e  land may be liable. 

6. If the Collcctor's claini fur arrears of rcnt is djsputed, Ihe 
process of disuainr and sale shalI not bc stayed, unless the amount 
claimed bc lodged wi*, the CoIlccrnr. 

7. Arrcnrs of rent or revcnue which shall bccomc duc 10 Lhc 
'[Govcmment], wilhin [he [own of Calcutta nhcr Lhc passing oi his 
Act shall bc recoverable a1 any time wilhin six years ncxt after IIIC 
same are due. or nexl after an acknowlcdgmen~ of Lhc same in wri~ing 
has been given by the person by whom the same is payablc or his 
agent, and not afterwards. 

8. Wbcn a claim to hold land lakliiraj or irte of asscssmcnt 
shall be set up under this Acl, the Collcclor shall inquire into fie 
claim, taking such ciidcncc as h e  claimant may offer or b e  public 
rccards supply, and shall rcporl his proceedings and dccision in h e  - 
case for the consideration of the Rcvcnuc Cum~nissioner. If fie Com- 
missioner is sarjsficd of h c  validity of the claim, he shall makc an 
order accordingly, and such order shall bc Final If hc is not satisfied 
of the validity of the claim, he shall dircc t he Collecior lo assess h e  
land, leaving the clajmanl to contat the Collcctor's demand in the 
Civil Courtli as hcrein providcd. 

9. Any pcrson obstrucling or molesling the .Colleclor or m y  
of his subordinalc officers in the execution of thcir duly shall, on 

Trie words "'e l u d g a  o r  thc Court of Small h s c s  at C~CUIW'  rvcm kubsri- 
luted lor thc words "a Conrnrisrianer ai thc Court rot r~cnvcty nT small dcbls rrrcrn?d ro 
in ~ h c  said Acr" and 'the said Comrnissiancrs,' mpccrivcly, by s. 3 of rhc hcsidsncy 
Smdl C~USC Courts AU. lgS2 (W oC 1881). 

'Thc words "a providcd by h c  stiid Acf." wrrc r c ~ a l c d ,  ibid. . 
'Set fwi-nMe 3 on pagc 301. arrrc. 



The Calcurla Land-revenue Acr, 1850. 

(Secrions 1 6 1 4 . )  

convic~ion before a Magisfratc of h e  [own of Calcuna, be liablc ro a 
fine no1 exceeding five hundred rupees, and, in defauIt of payment, to, 
imprison men^ in rhc common jail for a term not exceeding six months, 
or until Ihc fine is sooner paid. 

10. Thc Collector may punish any contempt committed in his 
presence in open crlrcherry or office, by fine not excceding rwo 
hundred rupees, and, in deraull of payrncnt, by imprisonment in the 
common jail for a ccrrn not cxcccding one month : from every such 
order, or fine or imprisonment, an appeal shall lie to he  
Commissioner, whose decision shall be final. 

11. The Collector shall act in the execution of his Act under 
he usual conlrol of thc superior Revenue-aulhorities. 

12. The ground-renrs payable to the l[GovcmmentJ from 
lands in Cdcuita are revenue within h e  meaning of the act of 
parliament 21 Geo. 3, c. 702, and rhe Suprcrnc Court of Judicature 
eslablished by Royal Charter at Fort William in Bengal has not any 
civil jurisdiction conceming the said ground-renls or concerning 
anything ordered or done in the assessment or collection thereof. 

13. All aclions concerning any trcspas or injury committed 
by any Revenue-officer acting under colour of [his Acr, or conccrning 
any claim in respecr of any gods  takcn by, or any rnoncys paid ro, 
any Revenue-ofliccr under his Act, or conceming any c l i m  or rcnt 
or revenue on the part of h e  [Government] under this Act, shall be 
tried and determined in the Civil Courts established by the 
'[Government], at [he sadar slation of h e  . 24-parganas, 
nolwithslanding har  h e  cause of aclion in respect. of which such 
action is brought arose, or h e  defendan1 herein resides, wilhin h e  
lirnils of the [own of Calcu~la : and every such action shall be brought 
wihin six monlhs afier the cause of action arose, and not d~envards. 

14. The words "Colleclor" and " Commissioner" used in this 
Acl shall bc raken to mean any person lawfully appoinled to exercise 
the powers of ColIector and Commissioner respecLively. 
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'See Cool-nole 3 on pgc  301, anre. 
'Tl-~c k t  Indin Company Act, 1780. 




