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Bengal Act V of 1883 

[Tm DARJEELING AND KURSEONG MUNICIPAL 
(PORTERS) ACT, 1883.1' 

. . ACL I of 1903. 

Ben. Act I af 1939. 
West Ben. Acl XXVI of 1954. 

- 
(a) The Govcnuncnl or India 

- (Adaplation ofIndianLaws) 
Order, 1937. 

(b) The Adaptauon of Laws 

- Order, 1950. 

[16rh Mqv, 1883.1 

Au Act for rfle Regisrrariorr mid CotrtroI of Porlers atrd Dandeewallas 
h fhe Darjeeliirg and K~~rseorrg Mtmicipaliries. 
WHEREAS it is cxpedien~ lo provide Cor the regisualion and control of ~ ~ b l c .  

portcrs and darldeelvallas in h e  Darjeeting and Kurseong Municipalities; 
It is enac~cd as follows:- 

1. In this Act [he term 2["'t~~u~doors"] shall be limitcd to poners, Intcrprcta- 
and 10 dartdee~vullos and other persons employed in carrying, drawing or tian- 

ptopclling any vehiclc. 
Thc lerm "Commissioners" means the ~omn-issiooers of the 

Ben, 111 municiparilies OF Darjeeling or Kurseong constituted undcr the Bengal 
oi ISM. Municipal Act. I884', nr other Act for the Gme bcing in force for he 

regularion of municipalilics. 

2. This Act shall come inlo force in the Darjcciing and Kurscong Comnwncc- 

municipaliries respeclively when extended lhereto by an order of h e  men'. 

'[State Government] published in the s[Oflcial Gazerfe]. 
Such order shall specify B c  date on which his Act shall commence in 

such municipali~y and shall operate to w e n d  h e  provisions of h i s  Act to 
such municipality according to its [enor. 

The '[Stale Covernmenl] may, ar any lime, cancel or modify an order 
made under this section. 

'SIIORT m. -Thi s  short liOe w s  &cn by the Arncnding Act. 1903 (I or 1903). 
~ G I S ~ A T I W  ~~mu. -For  Smiemtnl O I O ~ ~ C C I S  md Rcnsorei, see the "Cdc~r~lu  Gliierrc " 

of 1883, Pan N. pagc 533; lor Repon of Selec1 Comrniitee. see ibid, page 68, and Tor 
Proceedings in Council. set ibid, 1882. Supplemco~;pagc 1 491 ; ibid, Supplcrnent, pages 100 
andS I ?  ------. 

W a r  ~ ~ m . ~ . - T h i s  A d  carends only lo the Daijceling u d  Kuncong Municipdities 
(.we ~ h c  titk mdpreuublc), and conlcs into force h r c i n  only an publica~ion ofm order in 
rhc Calcutta Guzcrre (see s. 2).  - 

:Subsli~uied fur Ihc word "cmlief' by s. 2 of the Darjccling and Kumwng Municipal 
(Poncrs) (Arnendn~cntl Act. 1954 l\Vest Bcn. ACI XXVI of 19541. . . . . . . - - . ' 

Act UI of  is84 har; bcc'n repealed md  enacted by  rhc I3cnpal ~ u n i c i ~ a l  ~ c t ,  
1931. (Ben. Acr XV 01 1932). 

'The words "Provincial Govcmmenl" we= fusr substilured for ~ h c  word "Licutenml- 
Govcmor" by p a n  4(1) of the Gowmmcnl o i  Indin (Adaphrion of Indian h w s )  W c r ,  
1937. ThcrcaRrr. the word-'Sutc" was substitu~cd ror the word "Provincial" by p m .  4 1 )  
or ik Adnpmlicm of Laws Order, 1950. 

'These words wcre subs~iiuied for h c  words "Cnlcurfu Gozcrre" hy p m .  41) of h e  
Covcmrnent of India IAdanlnlinn nf lnrlinn 1 nrvc l  ndr. 1037 
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3. The Commissioners shall, within fi Aeen days of such publication, 
cause a copy of the order to be deposited in the office of the 
Commissioners, and a copy shall be posted up in a conspicuous position 
at such office, and in such other places as [he Commissioners may dirccr; 

and a public proclamation of such order shall be made hroughou~ 
such municipaliry by bear of drum. 

4. The Commissioners at a mccting shall, for h e  purposcs of h i s  
Act, appojnl a registering-officer. 

5. Every '[nlozdwr] personally working for gain within h e  limits 
of such municipality shall take out a =license and shall thereupon be 
regislered by h e  regisrcring-officer appoinled under the lasr preceding 
section, who shall keep a 'rcgisler in which he shall enlcr the name and 
residence of every such '[nrozdoor] and every pcrson applying shall, at 
all reasonable times, be furnished with a cenified copy of such pariiculars 
on paymcnr of a fee of eighr antlas: 

Provided always ha t  the provisions of this seclion shall nof apply 
to any '[nrazdoor] who is hired bcyond h e  limits of  he municipalicy 
for a period of time not exceeding ~wenty-four hours, but who performs 
a portion of the work imposed by such hiring within such limits. 

6. The year of rcgisualion shall commence on the first day of 
January of each year and cvcry 21icense gmntcd on any datc wi~hin h a t  
ycarshall. subjcct lo the provisions of sections 12 and 20, remain in force 
lo thc rhirty-first day of December ncxr following and no longcr. 

7. Every 'license granled by lhe registering-officer shall specify the 
number of Ihe Zlicensc. and the name and place of abode and agc of h e  
'[mazdoorl ro whom such 'license is granted, and shall Further srale 
whether such '[nlazdoor] is liccnsed 10 work as- 

(a) a rnonlhly or olher servant for a fixed period of time exceeding 
~wenty-four hours; or 

(b) a '[n~azdoor] crnpowered 10 work by h e  job, or for any pcriod 
of lime not exceeding twenty-four hours. 

Every 'license shall bcar date on rhe day on which the same shall 
bc granled. 

8. The registering-officer, shall, at thc rime of granung h e  Zlicensc 
lo any '[nladoor] empowcrcd to work by the job, or for any period of 
time not exceeding iwenly-four hours, deliver to him a metal 2badge, 
upon which shall bc marked or engravcd a number corresponding with 
ihe numbcr of such ?liccnsc. 

Every '[~aazdoor] ro whom such 2badge is ddiveredshall at all rimes, 
while waiting for hire or during the performance af his duties as such , 
'[nzazdoor], or while attending before any Magistrate, carry such Ibadge 
exposed to view. 

'Substituted for me word "corrlic" by s. 2 of h c  lhjeeling and Kurseong Municipd 
(Poncrs) (Amendment) Act, 1954 (Wur Ben. Act X X V l  OF 1954). 

'Rcrerences to he cnpres~ion "coolie" and the expmsion "coolies" in any register kept, 
liccnsc g m l e d  or badgc &livered under ~ h c  ACI. shdl bt: consmcd M reFmemnccs ro he 

nn...,-A,,2' * - A  r C l r  m r n - c c ; n n  LLnm-A.rnrr" n r w ~ r i ~ ~ ~ l v  %-id# C 1 ihirJ 
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9. Whenverany l[n~azdoor]cmpoweredtoworkby Ihejob,orfor Pcndtr Tor 
I any period not exceeding twenty-four hours, shall omir lo wear such 

~~~~~~, 

2badgc exposed to vicw as aforesaid, he shall be liable to a penally not 
exceeding f ive rupees. 

10. The Commissioners at a mccting, of which aL least seven days' Rales OF 
notice shall have becn given by beal of drum, may make and publish, Ed$ 
in such manner as hey Lhink f i t ,  an order specifying the rates of hire published. 
in respecl of dl Lj~tiazdoors] empowered to work by the job, or for any 
period not exceeding twenly-four hours. 

Such rates shall include rates calculated according to distance as well 
as rates calculaled according to time, and such rates may from l i e  lo 
time be varied: 

Provided h a t  the l i s ~  of rates calculaled according lo distancc shall 
include rales in rcspecL of such placcs situate beyond h e  limits of h e  
municipalily as may horn time to l ime  be delemined upon by h e  
Commissioners: 

Provided further lhat  no such ordcr shall take effecl unul it has been 
confirmed by he 4[Statc Government] and published in [he 5[O#icial 
Gazerre]. 

A table of [he rales of hire, legibly written or printed in English, 
Lepcha, Bhutia, Nagri, Urdu and Bengali, shall be affixed in some 
conspicuous place within the Iimils of the municipality; and a copy of 
h e  same or such portion hereof as may be deemed sufficienr, shall be 
given to every '[nrazdoor] a1 the time of registradon. 

11. Every such '[ntazdoor] shall be cnutled to receive payment for Madoor 
his Mng in accordance with the rater specified in Lhe order menlioncd 2;;: 
in h e  last preceding seclion: according 10 

Provided [bat nolhing in [his Aci contained shall prevent any such :%:Ed, 
'[mazdoorl from being bound by any contact into which he may enrer spednl 
to receive payment at a rate lower han  h a [  fixed by such order. egrecrncnrs 

for lower 

12. Any '[nlazdoor] engaged as a monlhly scwant, or for some Rcgism~ion 
olher lixcd period of time exceeding twenly-four hours. who shall be :Endw" proved lo h e  satisfacion of h e  Chairman of the Camrnissioncrs,- ,,pgtd 

to have deserted kom such employment without reasonable cause rnondy 

during he period of his engagement; wrvmlr. 

or l o  have becn guilty of gross misconduct during such period of 
time; 

OK to have wrongfully prevented or endeavoured to prevenr any 
orher L[~zadoor]  horn accepung employment. 

'Sec foot-note 1 on page 516, 
'See roar-nole 2 on page 5 16, am#. 
'Subslirured for the word "~nazdood' by scc. 2 of h e  Dmjeeling and Kurseoog 

Municipal (Poncrs) (Amndmcnt) Acr. I954 (West Bcn. ACI XXVI of 19541. 
'See roo[-note 4 on page 516. ante. 
jSee loot-norc 5 Dll page 516. rrrrrc. 
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It shall be lawful for rhe registering-officer, or for any person empIoyed 
by him for thak purpose, to prosecute any L[~liardoor] so ncglecling to 
deliver up his ?license or 'badge at any pcriod, within twelve calendar 
monhs, after the expiration of the =license. 

17. Evev '[rtrazdoor] or oher pcrson who shall, for the purpose Penalty lor 
uslng or of deccption, use ar wear or have any lbadge resembling any 'badge a 

granled undcr the authority of !his Act shall for every such offence be counrefeil 
liable to a penalty not cxceeding ten rupces or in defaul~ of paymen[ ro bdge. 

imprisonment nor cxceeding one rnonh. 
And it shall be lawful for any police-ofticar, or any person employed 

for  ha^ purpose by h e  regislering-oificer, to seize and take away any 
such =badge, or any *badge used for the purpose of decepuon as aforesaid, 
wheresoever the same may be found, and to deliver the same lo [he 
registering-officer. 

18. Every '[n~ardoor] empowered to work by  he job, or for any Penahy for 
pcriod of time no1 exceeding lwenly-four hours, who shall bc in possession 
of any lost or uncIaimed property shall within rwcnly-four hours carry lost or 
such property, if not sooner claimed by the owncr hereof, to Ihc nearest ~ n c k m c d  

police-swion, and shall there deposit and lcave h e  samc wilh he sub- 
inspector or other officer on duty; and such L[nrazdaor] making dchult 
herein shall be liablc to penally not cxceeding five rupces, or, in dcfaul~ 
of payment, 10 imprisonment no1 cxceeding onc wcek. 

19. Whenever any '[tt~azdoor] shall be summoned to appear beforc 
any Magistrale to answer any charge preferred against him undcr his 
ACI, heshall carry wilh him his 'license, and produce the same i f  required 
so to do; and any '[nrardoorl who shall on such requisition fail, without 
reasonable cause, lo produce such 21icense, shall far every such offence 
be liable to a fine not exceeding five rupees. 

11 shall be lawful for any Magistrate. on convicBon of any '[nradoor] 
of any offence under his Act, l o  endorse on such 21icense Ihc name of 
the offence, h c  dale of the conviction and the penally inflicled. 

Convic~ion 
I0 bc 
endorscd on 
mnzdvor'.r 
liccnsc. 
Penalty Tor 
filing ro 
pmduce 
liccne. 

20. It shall be lawful for any Magismle before whom any l[~~ra&oor] :;;;- shall be convicted of any offence, wheher, under this Acl or under my ,,pmion 
other law in force, to revoke h c  21icense of such ' [mazdo~r]  or to suspend of 

the same lor such lime as he Magismte shall rhink proper, and for lhal 
f ~ c ~ ~ ~ ~  

purpose to require [he '[rr~azdoorl or any otherpcrson in whose possession his convic- 
such 21icense and the 'badge (if any) thereto belonging shall hen be to tion of m y  

deliver up Ihe same; ofrcnm. 

and cvery '[nrazdoor] or other person who, being so required, shall 
refuse or neglect to dclivcr up such 21icense and such ?badge, or eiher 
of them, shall be liable to a penalty, not exceeding ten rupees, so ofien 
as he shall be so required, and refuse or neglect as aforesaid; 

'Scc rwr-note I on page 516. anre. 
?See fool-notc 2 on page 516. anre. 
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(Sections 2 3 -23.) 

md rhc Magistrate shall immediately send every [license and evcry I 

'badge delivered up to him, under h i s  secLion to Lhc registering-officcr, 
who shall cancel such 'license if it has been revoked by the Magistrate, 
or, if il has,been suspended, shall, at the end of h e  Lime for which it 
shall have been suspended, re-deliver such 'license with the 'bedgc (if 
it shall havc somc into the possession of the regislering-oficer) lo h e  
? [ n r d ~ o r )  to whom it was granted. 

Pcnal~y lor 
rcfusing to 21. If any person who shall havc hircd any 2[rnazdoor] shall refuse 
P ~ Y  l e d  lo pay such 2[mazdoor], or any au~horized agent on his behalf, h e  proper 
rm. sum payable for such hiring, it shall be lawful for m y  Magisuale to order 

payment of such sum and also such compensation as shall seem resonable; 
and, in default of payment, such sum and compensation may be recovered 
in h e  same way as fines are recoverable undcr any Act for h e  r ime king 
in force for he regulation of municipaliues. 

Jurisdic~ion. 22. Offences punishable under [his Act shall be rriable by any 
Magistrate having jurisdiction in the place where he offence is committed, 
but such Magismle shall be subject to the provisions of he Code of Act V of 
Criminal Procedure 3[. 1898 J as 10 he amount of fine or imprisonmenr 1898. 

he may inflict: 

Providcd ha[  thc provisions of this section shall not apply 10 
section I2 of this Act. 

23. [Disposal of fines. ]-Onlitfed by para. 3 mrd SCII. IV of the 
Covernrr~er~r of Itrdia {Adapiatiol~ of Indian Lows) Order, 1937. 

'See ~OQL-noic 2 on page 516. a r e .  
'Stire iwr-note I on page 516. anrc. 
T h i s  l i g w  wu inxncd by s. 2 and the Fmt Sch. of the Bengd R e p l i n g  and 

Amending AQ, 1938 '(Ben. Act I of 1939). 




