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West Bengal Act II of 1959' 

THE WEST BENGAL CLOSING OF CANALS 
ACT, 1959. 

An Act lo provide for rlre closing andfili t~g rip of rlre Circrrlar Canal 
arzd the New Clrt Canal. 

WHEREAS it is expcdient in (he public interes~ to close and till up the 
Circular Canal and the New Cut Canal for the promolion or public health 
i n  the city of Calcutta and in [he neighbouring areas; 

11 is hereby enacted in the Tenth Year of the Republic of India, by the 
Legislature of West Bengal, as follows:- 

1. (1) This Act may be called the Wesl Bengal Closing of Canals Shontidc 
Acl, 1959. and 

cornmen=- 
(2) It shall comc into ?force on such date as Ihc Sratc Govcrnmenr mnt- 

may, by nolificalion in h e  Oflcial Gazene, appoinl. 

2. In this Acl, unless there is anything repugnant in the subjec~ or Dffinitiom. 
context,- 

(a) "canal" means Lhc Circular Canal or rhc New Cut Canal; 

(b) "Circular Canal" means the stil I-water locked canal 
commencing from its junclion with the rivcr Hooghly across 
the Chitpur Lock in the eastern waler-line of the Hooghly 
and terminating at ib junclion w i ~ h  [he new Cut Canal near 
Dhapa. together with [he whole of h e  canal morc or less 
1,328 feet i n  length, commonly known as the 'Orange 
Soorah', and includes all-lands on the banks of the canal 
which have bccn acquired by h e  Slale Governmenl for [he 
purposes of thc canal; and 

(c) "New Cur Canal" means h e  line of navjgalion which takes 
off from the Circular Canal at Ulladanga and terminales at 
ils oulCa11 into [he Ccnual Lakc Channcl ncar the Dhapa 
Lock, and includes all lands on the banks of tho canal 
which have bccn acquircd by the State Governmenl for 
[he purposes of the canal. 

]For Smrerncnt of Objects and Rwons, xee thc Colcrr~w Gnzerre. fifraordi,mq of 
- the 121h July, 1958. Pan IVA. page 2546; for proceedings o l  the West Bengal 
Lcgislalive Assembly, Jet rhc proceedings of the meeting of ihai Assembly held on 
rhc5rhFebrunry. 1959: and for pmEcdiogs of hc  \YCSL Bcngal Lcgislativc Council, see the 
proceedings ohhc mceting oilha1 Council held on tk241hRbruxy, 1959. 

?his Act came into force with effect from the 1.1.63. Mde notifcarion No. 29-1, 
dated the 30th November, 1962, published in thc Calcutra Gazette of 20.12.62, 
on- T ..-nn l P m l  
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T11e llresr Betlgnl Clo.si~r~ of Cttnuls Acr, 1959. 

[IVcst Ben. Act LI of 1959.1 

3. ( 1 )  Notwithstanding anylhing contained in any oll~er law for 
 tie timc bcing i n  roruc ar  in any contract, custom or usage having the 
forcc or law. it shall bc lawful Tor rhc Starc Govcmmcnr, at any time arrer 
~ h c  expiry of one momh from !hc darc of commcnccmcnr or this Act, by 
~ r d c r  published in [Ill: Oflciul Grrzene, liom lime to limc, lo dircc~ [hat- 

( i t )  any canal or part thereof be permancn[ly closed and be filled 
up by such agency as thc Slate govern men^ may 111ink f i ~  to 
employ, and 

Ih) the roads by the side or such canal or par!, which are the 
propcrly of ~ h c  Sure  Government, be closed lo rnffic either 
pcrmancnlly or lcmporanly: 

Providcd [hat bcforc closing any road [he Srare Govcrnmen~ shall 
~nakc such arrangcmcnrs as i t  cnnsidcrs ncccssary, for communicarion 
in the arca scrvcd by such road. 

, (2) When, in pursuance of [he provisions of  sub-seaion ( I ) ,  any 
~ n a l  or part rhcrcoF is closcd and Lllcd up or any canal sidc road is 
closcd lo uaffic, thc Slaw Governmenr may dcal wilh [he space covered 
by such filled up canal or part [hereof or by such road. in such manner as 
ir considcr lit. 

4. No s u i ~  or o h e r  legal proceedini shall lie against ~ h z  Stale 
Government in respect of any injury or damage caused by, or resulting 
horn sloppage of navig~tion in the canpls or or use of rhc canal sidc 
roads, or any act donc undcr [his Ac[. 

5. No suit, proseculion or orher legal proceeding shall lie against 
[he Stare Government or any ofificer of the Slate Governmen1 or other 
pcrson in  respect of any act which is i n  good failh done or intended to be 
done under this Acl. 




