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West Bengal Act VIII of 1977' 

'I'HE WEST BENGAL NATIONALISED 
TEXT-BOOKS ACT, 1977. 

AMEKIIER . . . . Wcsr Ben. Act XXVIII of 1983. 

[2Srlr April. 1977.1 

At1 Acr ru pr-ovirle fnr rhc prc~wtitiu~l ofir~~nrttlrori~~cdsnle fl/Natiotr~~lised 
TC.YI- Books i~.mrcl ir~la1rt1zorist.d prurlttrlio~i arrd prrlrlicrrrintl of keys uf 
slrcll Nafiutrtrli~erl ?>XI-Boob 

WHEREAS i[ is cxpedient to providc Ibr the prevenrion of unaurborised 
salt of Nationaliscd Text-Books and unault~orised production and 
publica~ion of keys of such Nationaliscd Texl-Books, and for nlatters 
conne-ctctl therewith or incidental tllere~o; 

[I is hereby enacted in [he Twenty-eighth Ycar of the Republic or 
India, by Ihe Lcgislu~ure of Wcsl Bcngal, as follows:- 

1. ( I )  This Ac[ may he called the West Rengal Nationalised Text- shon 1i1Ic 

Books ACI, 1977. and cxlcnt. 

(2) It cxtends to [he whole of Wesr Bcngal. 

2. In this Act, unless there is any~hing repugnanl in [be subjec~ DcLnilions. 

or conlcxt,- 

(n) "Director" mcilns the Discctor of Public Instruction, 
Government of West Bengal and includes h e  Direcror of 
Primary Educa~ion, Governnient or West BeogaI and also 
any olhcr oFficer nor beIow [he nnk of an Inspector of 
Schools, as may be appointed by the Srnrc Governfnenl, by 
notificalion published in ~ h c  Oficiai Curelre, for discharging 
any of the funclions of lhc Director under this Act; 

(b) "key" includes any help book, nolcbook, meaning book, 
solution. made-easy, suggeslion, him, comment, answer or 
annolation of a Nnlionalised Texl-Book; 

(c) "Naliannlised Tex t-Book" means nny book prescribed ?[for 
s~udics in scliools] which js published under lhe authority 
of lhc State Government and dcclared as such by notification 
issued by the State Governmenr. 

- 
'For Sla~rmnr  01 Objccls and RC;LF\I~S. fdt lhc C~ICIIIIII Gozttlri, Erlraorrlir~nv, 

Pan IV. of thc 23rd March. 1977. page 453; Tor praeccdinbs of lhc Wcsl Btngal Lgislarivs 
A\\<mbly, .rep ~ h c  procccdin-gs of  rhc nitcling of that AsscmbIy held on 11ic 51h April. 
1977. 

%c words wilhing Ilic squarc br;lclicr< wcrc subs~irulcd f ~ r  rhc words and figures "lor 
~Ik\~llrs I 10 V nr any scllml" hy s. I! or lhc WCSI Bcngal N:rrionaliscd Tcal-Books 
I + ....-.. A. . .. -1 . .- # n o ,  , > I . . . .  n n rv- , .  r v - .  - .---  



Unauthoris~rl 
pqs<c<siioi 
01 Nltiona- 
11scd Tc.71- 
Books. 

Unauthnrised 
printing or 
public~lion 
ofa  
Nalionaliscd 
Tcnl-Bouk. 

Unau~hoiscd 
prinlilig, 
publication, 
prducrion 
or salc o f  n 
kcy. 

[West Ben. Act 

3. No person shall sell any Nnlionalised Tcxl-Book cxccpl under 
and in accordancl: wirh an i~u~horily issued by h e  Director or a1 n priac 
highcr llmn that Iixcd by rhc Stare Government and no person shall sell 
any such Nalionalised Texl-Book as i s  meant For free distri bu~ion. 

'3h. No person shall possess ally Nalionalisrd Tcxt-Book cxcept 
under and in accordance wit11 an authori~y issucd by lhc Dircclor. 

4. No person shall print or publish uny Nationalised Text-Bo'ok 
excepl under and in nccordancc with an authority issued by the 
Direclor. 

5. No person shall print, publisl~, produce or scIl any kcy af a 
Nalionaliscd Tcxk-Book without the prior approva1 in writing o r ~ h e  Slaw 
Governmenl. 

6. ( I )  Whoever conlravenes any or  the provisions of section 3, 
'13A.1 4 or 5 shall be punishable wi!h imprisonment for a lernl which 
may cxrcnd to two years, or with kine which may cxlcnd to five thousand 
rupees, or with both. 

(2) A coun taking cognizance of any orkncc punishable under lbis 
seclion may ordcr confiscarion or any slack of books in rcspcct of which 
lhe offence has been commiued. 

(3)  An offence punishable undcr this stctiofl shall be cognizable. 

7.  (1) Where an offence under this Act has: been conlinilted by a 
company, evcry pcrson who at the lime rhr ofrcnct: was commilted was 
in charge or, and was responsible to, the company for the conduct of 
[he business of the compnny as well as Ihc company, shall be deemed 
to be guilty ol thc offence and shall be liable ro bc proceeded against 
and punished accordingly: 

Provided [hat nolhing contained in lhis sub-seclion shall render any 
such pcrson liable 10 any punishment, if he proves [hat  he ofrence rvus 
comrni~lcrl wilt~oul his knowledge or that he had exercised all duc 
diIigenuc to prevenL the commission of such offence. 

'Sccrion 3A war insurlrd by s. 3 of Illc \Vcsl Bcngal Nlrionaliscd Text-Books 
(A~ncl~d~ncni)  ACI. 1983 (\Ycst Bcn. ACI XXVllI r l l  1983). 

m.-. c ,..., ,.. I I ,. .. . ..,.:. .I . . L. .I .. .. '_ ._.. I c. . . . r .  l 



The IYL~SI Ileagcll Nnriu~rnlised TL>.TI- llookx Act, 1977. 

(2) Nolwi~hstanding anything contained in sub-scc~ion ( I ) ,  whcre 
" any offencc under  his ACI has been commil!cd by a company and il is 

proved I I \ ; I I  tile orfcce has brcn commil~ed u~irh the conscm or connivnnce 
or, or i s  altributable lo any neglect on [lie par[ of, any direcror, matlager, 
secrerilry or o~hcrofilccrof Lbe company, such direclor, mnnagcr, s e c r e l q  
or olhcr officzr sllall bc deemed lo be guilry of rhar offencc and shall 
be liable lo be procccdrd against and punished accordingly. 

B~plmrnlio~l.-For ~ h c  purposcs of  his scc~ion,- 

(a) "compnny" means any body corporale and includes u fin11 
or orhcr association of individuals; and 

(b) "dircc~or", in rcla~ion lo a firin, rncnns a parlner in thc firm. 

8. No suit, prosecution or othcr legal proceeding shall lic ngains~ Iflkll~nily. 

rhe Direcror for anything which is in good fnilh donc or intcnded to bc 
done under this Acr. 

9. The Srate Governmcni may, by no~ificarion in the Ofic>irrl Cazefi~. Power ro 
tnake rules for carrying oul the purposes of this Ac!. ~nnke rules. 

\Vest Bcn. 10. ( 1 )  The \Vesl Bengal Nutionaliscd Text-Bmks Ordinance, 1976, Kcpcal and :;:,:zV is hereby repealed. swings, 

(2) Anyrhing done or  any m i o n  rnken undcr lbe Wcsl Bengul 
Nationnlised Text-Books Ordinance, 1976. shall bc deemed lo have bcen 
validly done or Laken undcr this ACI as if rllis Act llzd commenced on 
the 30th day or December. 1976. 






