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West Bengal Act XXII of 1960

THE WEST BENGAL VETERINARY
PRACTITIONERS ACT, 1960.

[12¢h Janueary, 1961.]

An Acl 1o provide for the registration of vererinary practitioners in West
Bengal and for certain other matters connected therewith.

WHEREAS 1 is expedient Lo provide for the registration of veterinary
praciitioners in West Bengal and for certain other matiers connected
therewith;

It is hereby enacted in the Eleventh Year of the Republic of India, by
the Legislature of West Bengal, as follows:—

CHAPTER I.

Preliminary.

I. (1) This Act may be called the West Bengal Veterinary
Practitioners Acl, 1960.

(2) It extends to the whole of West Bengal,

-(3} Iishallcomeinto®force on suchdate as the State Government may,
by noufication in the Official Gazette, appoint.

2. In this Act, unless there is anything repugnant in the subject or
conlext,—
(a) “Council” means the West Bengal Velerinary Council

. established under section 3;
I .
(b} 1.“Director” means the Director of Veterinary Services of the

Government of West Benpal;

{c} “Member” means a member of the Council;
{d} “prescribed’ means prescribed by rules made under this Act;

(e) “President” means the President of the Council, and includes
a member of the Council chosen by the members to preside
at a meeting of the Council in the absence of the President.

‘For Statenent of Objects and Reasons, see the Caleutta Gazetre, Extraordinary of the
Brh November, 1960, Pant IV A, papes 2964-2965; lor proceedings of the West Bengal
Legislative Assembly, see the proceedings ol Lhe meetings ol that Assembly heldanthe 32nd,
23rd and 241h November. 1960; and for 1he proccedings of the West Bengal Legislative
Council, see the proceedings of the meelings of that Cauncil held an the Tth and 12th
Becember. 1960,

*This Acl came into force on the st March, [263. Vide nolificalion No. 1216—Vety.,
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The West Bengal Veterinary Practitioners Act, 1960,
[West Ben. Act
{Chapter 1. —West Bengal Veterinary Council —Sections 3, 4.)

(f) “recognised veterinary qualification™ means any of the
veterinacy degrees, diplomas or certificates included in the
Schedule:

Provided that the degrees, diplomas and certificates granted
by the Government orany other autharity of any Statc in India
outside West Bengal shall not be deemed 10 be recognised
veterinary qualificalions for the purposes of this Act unless,
in pursuance of a scheme of reciprocity for recognition of
veterinary qualifications, the Government of such Stale has,
by notification, recagnised for the purposes of that State, the
degrees, diplomas and cerlificales granted by the Government
and other authoriies of West Bengal;

{g) “register” means the register of veterinary practilioners
maintaincd under section 18;

(h) “registered velerinary practitioner” means a veterinary
practitioner whose name is for the time being entered in the
register,

(i) “Registrar” means the Registrar appainted under section 17;
(j) “regulation” mcans a regulation made under section 16;
(k). “Vice-President” means the Vice-President of the Council;

(l) “year” means a period of twelve months.

CHAPTER 1L
West Bengal Veterinary Council.

3. (1) The State Governmenl shall, by notification m lhlr: Official
Gazette, establish a Council to be called the West Bengal ‘Veterinary
Cauncil.

(2) The Council shall be a body carporate, with power o acquire,
hold and transfer property, movable or imrnovable, and shall have perpetual
succession and a common seal, and shall, by the said name, sue and be
sued.

4. The Council shall consist of the following members, namely:—
{a) The Director—ex-gfficio.
{b) The Principal of the Veterinary College, West Bengal—ex-
officio,
(c) Oncmember from each University ir West Bengal elected by
the members of the Faculty of the University dealing with

T T ) A
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XXII of 1960.]

(Chapier I—West Bengal Veterinary Council—Sections 5-7.)

(d) Four members elected by registered veterinary practitioners
from among themselves. :

{¢) Two members appointed by the State Government from
among regisiered veterinary practitioners:

Provided that on the first constitution of the Council after
its establishment, all the members of the Council other than
the ev-officio members shall be appoinied by the Siate
Government from among practitioners of velerinary medicine
or surgery in West Bengal.

5. (1) Themembersofthe CouncilshallelectaPresidentanda Vice-  President

President from anmiong themselves: %",fsmf:;

Provided that on the first constitution of the Council after its
establishiment the President and the Vice-President shall be appointed by
the State Governmenl.

(2} A Presidentora Vice-President shall be deemed 1o have vacated
office as soon as the Council holds its first meeting alter its reconstitution;
provided that he shall cease 1o hold office if he ceases to be a member of
the Council before its reconstitulion.

(3) An appointed President or Vice-President may resign his offece
by wriling under his hand addressed to the State Government and shall be
deemed 10 have vacated office on such resignadon being accepied by the
Stale Government.

(4} An clected President or Vice-President may resign his office by
a notice in wriling addressed to the Council and shall be deemed to have
vacated office on such resignation being accepted by the Council at a
meetling.

{5) Any casual vacancy in the office of the President or the Vice-
Presiden caused by death, resignation, removal or otherwise shall be
filted by appommtment or election, as the case may be, and the persen so
appointed or elected shall hold office for the unexpired period of the
term of office of the President or Vice-President whose place he fills.

6. Indefault of any election in accordance with the provisions ofthis ~ Appoint-

Act and of the rules made thereunder the State Government shall appoint Eznm'b‘frs

a President, a Vice-President or a member, as the case may be. <lc., in
default of
¢lection,

7. Any election to be held under the provisions of this Act shall be  Etection of

hald at ench Hime and wlaca and in cirh mannar ac mave he nraceribhed members,
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[West Ben. Act

(Chapter Il —Wesr Bengal Veterinary Council—Sections 8-13.)

Disqualifica- . 8. A person shall he disqualified for being elected or appointed, or
jion for shall ceuse 10 be, a member, if he—
elecled or

appointed a () has been convicted and sentenced by any court for any non-
member. bailuble offence, such sentence nothaving been subsequently
reversed or quashed,

(b)Y has been convicted and sentenced by a courl-martial,
() is on undischarged insolvent, or
(d} is of unsound mind:

Provided that the Slale Government may condone any
disqualificalion referred to in clause (a) or clause (b) if the
sentence has been fully undergone and a period of two years
has elapsed since the termination of such sentence.

|
- . . . |
PFwaauonr 9. The name of every President, Vice-President or member elected I
members . orappointed under the provisions of Lhis Act shall be published by the State i
etc. Government in the Official Gazette. ;
Tﬁ'wm ol 10. (1) A member other than an ex-officic member, shall, save as
ollicc.

otherwise expressly provided in this Acl, hold oITice until the cxpiry of a
term of {ive years from the date of his election or appointment or until his
successor has been duly elected or appointed, whichever is later:

Prbvidcd thatamember clected underclause (c) of section 4 shall cease
to hold officc on his ceasing to be a member of the Facully,

(2) An appointed or elected member may, al any Ume, resign his
office by writing under his hand addressed 1o the Siale Government or Lo
the President, as the case may be. Such resignation shall take effect from
the date on which the commnication is received by the Stale Government
or the President. ’

hf:c‘:tgrlo 11. The Council may permit 2 member to absent himself from the
members, meetings of the Council for any period not exceeding six months.
Rcmt;*’ﬂl of 12, - The State Gavernment may remove an appointed member or the
meibers.

Council may remove an elecied member from office—

{a) if he absents himself without leave or sufficient cause. from
threc conseclive meetings of the Councils; or

(b) if he becames disqualified under Lhe provisions of section 8.

Filling up of 13.  Any casual vacancy in the office of a member caused by death,
f,zf:iﬂjci:s' resignation or removal shall be reporied to the State Government by the

President and shall be filled by appointmemt or, as the case may be, by
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XXII of 1960.]

(Chapter IL.—West Bengal Veterinary Conncil —Sections 14-16.)
14. No act of the Council shall be deemed 10 be invalid merely by  saving.
reason of any vacancy or defect in the constitution of the Council or of the

absence of any member.

15. (1) The Counci) shalt meet at such time and place and a meeling  Time and

. . ; place of
ol the (?ounml shatl be summoned in such manner, as may be provided by eetngs of
regulations: Council.

Provided that until such regulations are made, it shall be lawful for the
President 10 summon a mecling at such time and place as he may dcem
expedient by sending a notice 1o each member at lcast seven days in
advance.

(2) (a) No business shall be (ransacted at any meeting unless a
quorum of four members be present; and

(b) all matters which come up for consideration at any meeting
shall be decided by the votes of the majarity of the members
present and voling, or, in case of an equality of votes, by the
casung vate of the President,

16. (1) Subject 1o the provisions of this Act and the rules made Regulmions.
thereunder the Council may make regulations providing for—

(a) the times and places at which meetings of the Council shall
be held,

(b) the issue of notices convening such meelings,
(c) the conduct of business at such meetings,

(d) the constilution, powers, duties and procedure of special
. commiltees,

(e} the conditions subject ta which a name struck off from the
register on cancellation of registration or olherwise may be
re-eniered therein.

(2) The Council may, with the priorapproval of the State Government,
make regulattons determining-——

{a) the qualifications, the emoluments and the cenditions of
service of its employees other than the Registrar, and

(b) the rates at which and the conditions under which travelling

Avmancac A ko Areies Tl mensaaloac, Bl s Mo L1
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The West Bengal Veterinary Practitioners Act, 1960,

[West Ben. Act

(Chapter tH.—Establishent.—Section 17 —Chapter IV.—
Regisiration of Veterinary Practiioners aid powers and duties
of the Council.—Sections 18-20.}

CHAPTER Il
Establishment.

17. (1)} TheState Governmemntshall appointanofficer of the Directorate
of Yeterinary Scrvices of the Stalc Gavernment as the Registrar on such
tecmis as the State Governinent may detenuine.

(2) The Registrar shall acl as the Secretary of the Council.

(3) TheCouncil may appointsuchotherollicers and servants asivmay
consider necessary for the purposes of this Act.

(4) Every person appointed under this seclion shall be deemed 1o be
apublic servant within the meaning of section 21 of the Indian Penal Code,

CHAFTER 1V,

Registration of Yeterinary Practitioners and
powers and duties of the Council.

18, (1) The Councilshall, assoonas may be, afierits [irst constitution,
arrange for the registration of veterinary practitioners and for that purpose,
shall, by notification in the Offfcial Gazette, appoint a date on or before
which applications for first regiswation of names shall be made by
veterinary praclitioners qualified for registration under this Act.

(2) The names and addresses, the gualifications together with the
dates on which such qualifications were acquired, and the dates of
registration ol all velertnary practitioners registered under this Act shall be
entered in a register 10 be maintained for the purpose.

19. (1) The Registrar shall mainlain the register in such form and in
such manner as may be preseribed and shall make from time to time such
eniries, corrections, alterations or modifications in the enuries therein as
may be necessary or as may be directed by the Cauncil. .

(2) To enable the Registrar to fulfil the duties imposed wpon him by
sub-scctiop (1), he may call for any taformation he may require from any
registered veterinary practitioner.

20. (1) Everypersonpossessingarecagnised veierinary qualification
may, subject Lo the provisions of this Act and on payment of such fee as
may be prescribed, apply 10 have his name entered in the register.

(2) A person who applics to have his name entercd in the register
shall— . G
(a} satisfy the Council that he is tn possession of a recognised
velerinary quatification,

T Y A S A S e

Act XLV of
18650,
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XXII of 1960.]

{ Chapter IV.—Registration of Veterinary Praciitioners and
powers and duties of the Council.—Sections 21, 22.)

(b} mention in his applicatton the date on which he acquired the
qualification which entitles him to claim regisication, and

(c) giveiheCouncil any other information which mayreasonably
be required for the purpose of registration,

21. (I) The Council may, on being satisfied that a person applying  Registration.
for registration possesses a recognised veterinary qualification and has
paid the prescribed fee, allow the applicalion and direct (he Registrar to
enter his name in the register and such entry shall, unless cancelled earlier,
be borne in the register [or one year.
(2) The Registrar shall, on the registration of a person's name, gave
him a certificate of registration under his hand and seal. .
(3) TheCouncilmay, afier giving the person concerned an opportunily
of being heard, refuse to permit the registration, or cancel the registration,
of the name of any person—

(a) who has been convicled and sentenced by any Courl for any ,
non-bailable offence, such sentence not having been '
subsequently reversed or quashed, or.

(b) whom the Council, aller due inquiry, which may, in the i
discretion of the President, be held in camera, finds guilly, by :
a majorily of two-thirds of the members present and veting,
of infamous conduct in his professional capacity:

Provided 1hat the State Government may condone the conviclion
referred 1o in clause (a) if the sentence has been fully undergone and a
period of lwo ycars has clapsed since the termination of such sentence.

(4) The Council may, afier giving the person concerned an opportunity
of being heard, direct that any entry in the register which is proved to the
satisfaction of the Council 10 be incorrect or false be corrrecied or
cancelled. .

(5) If any person whose name is enlered in the register obtains any
recognised veterinary qualificaljon other than the qualilication in respect
aof which his name has been registered, he shall, on payment of such fee as
may be prescribed, be entitled 1o have such additional qualification entered
against his name in the register either in substitution of, or in addition 1o,
any colry previously made.

22, If the Council is satisfied— Amendment
(a) that any degree, diploma or certificate granied by any o Soredule:
University, College, School, Instiwution or other authority is
a sufficient guarantee that persons possessing such degree,
diplomaorcertificate possess the knowledge and skill requisite
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The West Bengal Veterinary Practitioners Act, 1960.
[West Ben. Act

{Chapter IV.—Registration of Veterinary Practirioners and
powers aitd duties of the Council.—Sections 23-26.)

{b) thatany recognised velerinary qualification is nol a sufficient
guarantee as aforesaid,

it may make a report to that effect to the State Government which may, if
il thinks (it, thereupan direct, by notification in lhe Official Gazette,—

(i) in case (a)—Lthat such degree, diploma or certilicate
shall, subject to the other provisions of this Act, be a
recognised veterinary qualification, or

(i) in case {(b)—that such qualification shall cease to be a
recognised veterinary qualification,

and the Schedule shall thereupon be deemed (o be amended accordingly.

E';:;::?Ea 23. The Council shall have power 1o call on the authorities of any
call for vetertnary college, school or institution, or any other authority awarding
;11:.?2:11::1'3“ degrees, diplomas or cenlificales in velerinary science, whether such
examination.  qualifications are recognised or nol—

(a) tofurnishsuch particulars, as the Council may require, of any
course of study prescribed or any cxamination held for the
grant of any such degree, diplema or certificare, and

(b} to permita member of the Council deputed by it to attend and
walch any such cxamination.

g&’:ﬂl to 24. If any person is dissolisfied with any decision of the Council
Government  refusing orcancelling theregistration of his name ordirecling the correction
[lrg;;ion of  Orcancellation of any entry in the register, he may at any time within thirty
Council, days from the date of such decision and or payment of such fee as may be

prescribed, appeal (o the State Government and the decision of the State

Government shall be final.

Renewal fee. 25. (1) Avcterinary practitioner whose name isentered inthe register
shall be entitled ta have his name retained in the register on payment of
such annual renewal fee and within such time as may be prescribed.

(2) If the renewal fee is not paid within the time prescrbed, the
Registrar shall strike off the name of the defaulter from the register:

Provided that any name so struck off from the register may, subject 1o ST e
such conditions as the Council may by regulation provide, be re-entered P T
in the register on payment of the renewal fec.

Consc- p 26. (1) A veterinary practitioner whose name is struck off from the
?:;f;?iﬂ:gs:rr register under sub-section (2) of section 25 shall forthwith surrender his

]:.,a;?fr cf:‘"“ cerlificate of registration to the Registrar and the name so struck off shall
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(Chapier IV.—Registration of Veterinary Practitioners and
powers and duties of the Council.—Sections 27, 28.—
Chapter V.—Financial Marters.—Section 29.) |

(2) If any such name is aflerwards re-cntered in the register in
accordance with the provisions of this Act, the fact of such re-entry shall
be published in the Official Gazette and the cerlificate of registration shall
be returncd to the veterinary practitioner concerned.

27. Onreceipt of any reliable information regarding the death of any delil?: Gfd
. . .. - . calns, o
registered veterinary practilioner the Registrar shall afler making such  povalof
enquiry as he thinks fitremove the name of the deceased from the regisier,  names from
[Egister.

28. (1} The Registrar shalt once in every five years, on or before a P?b:!jﬁi'lliﬂn
date 10 be fixed in this behalf by the Council, cause to be printed and ;r;,sump[io“
published a correct list of the names for the time being in the register as llfl’l:nlﬂ'ts
seing forth— :Lr;nu:_ll list of
(a) all the names entered in the register arranged in alphabetical  veternary
order according to the surnames, PrRCHIONEE.
(&) 1he regislered address of each person whose name is entered
in the register, and
(c) the qualifications of each such persontogether with the dates .

when such qualificatiens were acquired.

(2) The Registrar shall also cause 10 be printed and published in the
monih of January every year an annual supplement to such list showing
therein the addilions, alterations or corrections made in the enlries in the
register during the preceding year.

(3} Everycour shall presumeuntil the contrary is proved thata persen
whose name is entered in the latest list as medified by the supplement is
duly registered under this Act and that a person whose name is ool 50
entered is not regislered under this Act:

Provided that, in the case of any person whoxe name does nol appear
in such list, a ceritficd copy. signed by the Regislrar, of the entry of the
name of such person in the register shall be evidence that such person is
registered under this Act.

CHAPTER V.

Financial Matters.

2%. (1) TheCouncil shall maintain in such form as may be prescribed ~ Accounts,
proper accaunts which shall be audited annually by an auditor appointed E&gti! and
in this behalf by the State Government.

(2) The Council shall prepare, within such time as may be prescribed
and in accordance with such directians as the Stale Government may, from
time totime, issue in this behalf, its budgetestimates for each year and shall
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[West Ben. Act

{Chaper V~—Financial Matters.—Sectivn 30.—
Chapier VI.—Miscelluneons.—Sections 31-34.)

(3) The State Governmeot may make such annual grants as i1 may
consider neeessary to the Council {or the proper discharge of the functions
of the Council under (his Act.

30. (1) All moeneys received by the Council as fees and grants under
this Actor otherwisc shall be paid inte a fund 1o be called “the West Bengal
Veterinary Council Fund™ which shall be under the management and
control of the Council and shall be held and applied by the Council for the
purposes of this Act in such manner as may be prescribed.

(2) All moneys credited to the West Bengal Veterinary Council Fuad
shall forthwith be deposited in the State Bank of India, Calcutta, (o the
credit of an account to be called “he West Bengal Velerinary Council
Fund Account”.

CHAPTER V1.

Miscellaneous.

31. (1) Nowwithstanding anyihing contained in any other law for
the time being in force, no certilicate required by any law or rule 1o be
signed or aulhenticated by a duly qualificd veterinary practitioner,
velerinary sugeon or veterinacy officer shall be valid unless the person
signing or authenticating such certificate is a registered vetlerinary
practilioner.

{2) Except with the special sanction of the State Goverament no
person other than a registered veterinary praciitioner shall be competent Lo
hold any appointment as a veterinary Surgeon or veterinary officer in any
veterinary hospital, inlirmary or dispensary maintained wholly or partly
by public or lacal funds.

32. If any person whose name is nos entered in the register falsely

preiends that it is so entered, or uses in connection with his name or title

any words or letlers representing that his name is so entered, he shall,
whether any person is actually deceived by such representation or nol, be
punishable, on canviction, with line which may extend Lo three hundred
rupeges.

33. No courl other than the court of a Presidency Magistrale or of a
Magisiralc of the First Class shall take cognizance of or try an offence
under this Act,
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XXII of 196D.)

Chapter VI.—Miscellaneous.—Sections 33-38.)

34.  For the purpose of any inquiry under clause {b) of sub-section (3)  Proccedings
of section 21, the Coundil shall have the powers of a Civil Court while  ® iraquines.
AcLV of disposing of suits under the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, in respect of
1908 the following matters, ramely:—
(1) summoning and enforcing the attendance of any person and
examining him on oath,
{b) requiring the discovery and production of documents, and

{c) receiving evidence on affidavits.

35. The Siale Government may give 1o the Council such directions as  pgwer of
may be recessary for carrying out the purposes of this Act and i shall be gtaic ,
- . . . ' FeTNMEn
the duty of the Cauncil 1o comply with such directions. IODE‘_‘K::

directions o
the Council.

36. I at any time il shall appear to the State Government that the  Control of
Council has failed 1o exercise or bas cxceeded or abused a power conlerred g;"lgf;’[’;[‘l
upen it, or has failed to perform a duty imposed upon i1, by or under this  Goyvernment,
Act, the State Governinent may, if it considers such [ailure, excess or abuse
lo be of a serious character, notily the paniculars thercof Lo the Council; and
if the Council fails to remedy such [ilure, excess or abuse within such time
ax may be hixed by the Stale Governmenl in this behad(, it may, alier giving
the Council an opportunity of representing its case, dissolve the Council and
causc all er any of the powers and duties of the Council to be exercised and
performed by such agency and for such period as 1t may think fit:

Pravided thal in Lthe case of such dissolution of the Council, the State
Government shall take steps as soon as may be convenient to re-consltitute
the Council in accordance with the provisions of this Act.

37. (1} No order under this Acl refusing Lo enler a namie jn, of  Barto suils
removing or striking off a name from, the register shall be called in 'i‘c’:gdm’-“h“
question in any Civil or Criminal Courl. preceedings.

{2) No suiL or other Jepal proceeding shall lie in any Civil or Criminal
Courl in respect of any act done or purported 1o have done in good Faith
under \iis Act or any rule or regulation made thereunder by the State

Goverminent or the Council or the Registrar ar any other persen.

38, (I) The Surte Governmcent may, by notification in the Official  Power 1o
Gazette, make rules 1o caury oul the purposes of this Act. miake rules,

(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the generality of ihe
loregoiny power, such rules snay provide for—

(a) the time and manner of holding elections,
{b) the form of the Tegister,
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(©)

(d)

(e)
(£

[West Ben. Act

{Chapter Vi—Miscellaneons.—The Schedule.)

the application of moneys al the credit of the West Bengal
VYeterinary Council Fund,

the procedure to be followed by the Council in conducting
any enquiry,

the fees chargeable under this Act,

the maimenance and submission of accounts of the West
Bengal Velerinary Council Fund,

the regulation of annual grants made by the State Government
to the Council, and

any other matter which may be or is required Lo be prescribed.

THE SCHEDULE
[See sections 2(f), 20, 21 and 22.]

Velerinary degrees, diplomas and cerlilicates, holders of which are
entitled to have their names entered in the register of registered velerinary
praclitioners;—

1. Degrees of—

(i)
(i)
(ii1)
(iv)
(V)
(vi)
(vii)
(viii}
{ix)
(x}

(xi}
(xii)
(xiii)
(xiv)

(xv)

Bachelor of Science (Veterinary)—Calculia (Wesl Bengal).

Bachelor of Science (Veterinary}—Bombay.
Bachelor of Science (Veterinary}—Uttar Pradesh.

Bacheler of Science (Veterinary)—Madhya Pradesh,
Bachelor of Science (Veterinary }—Bihar.

Bachelor of Velerinary-Science—viadras.

Bachelor of Veterinary-Science—Punjab (I).

Baclelar of Veterinary-Science—Kerala.

Bachelor of Veterinary-Science—Saugar.

Bachelor of Science (Veterinary and Animal Husbandry)}—
Agra,

Bachelor of Stience (Veterinary and Animal Husbandcy}—
Andhbra.

Bachelor of Stience (Veterinary and Animal Husbandry)—
Gauhali.

Bacheler of Veterinary Scicnce and Animal Husbandry—
Rajasthan,

Bachelor of Science {Yelerinary and Animal Husbandry)—
Utkal.

Bachelor of Velerinary Science and Animal Husbandry—
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The West Bengal Veterinary Practitioners Act, 1960.

XXII of 1960.]

{The Schedule.)

2. Diplomas of—
(i) Graduate of Bengal Veierinary College.
(it) Graduate of Bombay Veterinary College.
(iii) Graduate of Madras Veterinary College.
(iv) Graduate of Bihar Veterinary College.
(v) Graduate of Punjab Veterinary College.
(vi) Graduate of Assam Veterinary College.

3. Diplomas granted by the West Bengal Board of Veterinary
Education.

4. Certificales of Licensed Veterinary Practitioners, Punjab (granted
by Pubjab Government).

5. Certificales of Fellowship and Membership of the Royal College
of Velerinary Surgeons, United Kingdom and Ireland.

6, Degrees of Bachelor, Master or Doctor of Velerinary Science of
any ol Universitics in the United Kingdom, Sweden or the United
States of America.
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