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The Legal Deposits Act, 2002

2.—(1) For the purposes of this Act—

“document” means library matter of any kind, nature
and description and includes any document, paper,
record, tape or other thing published by a national
publisher or a publisher resident in a foreign
country, on or in which information is written,
recorded, stored or reproduced;

“legal depository” means the National Library of

Jamaica and any other library designated by order
of the Minister under section 3;

“library” includes any Government office or depart-
ment or other institution approved by the Minister
which maintains a collection of documents to
which members of the public may have access.

“national publisher” means, subject to subsection (2),
any person resident in Jamaica who by himself or

in association with others, produces any document
and publishes it in Jamaica;

“to produce”, in relation to any document, means .to
manufacture copies thereof by any electronic,
mechanical, reprographic or other process;

“to publish in Jamaica”, in relation to any document,
means subject to subsection (3), to release copies
of such documents in Jamaica for public distribu-

tion or for sale and the term “publication” shall
be construed accordingly.

(2) Where any document, or any wrapper or con-
tainer in which any copies thereof are published, bears an
imprint, whereby any person holds himself out to be the
publisher thereof, that person shall, for the purposes of this
Act, be deemed to be the publisher.
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to be deposited with any legal depository, it shall not be neces-
sary for.a list of documents comprised in that category to
be furnished to that legal depository under subsection (1).

6.—(1) Subject to the provisions of this section, every
national publisher shall be entitled, in relation to each copy
of a document deposited with a legal depository pursuant to
section 4, to receive from that depository, within one month
of the deposit, a sum equivalent to the actual cost of the
production of the copy so deposited.

(2) At the time of the making a deposit with a legal
depository pursuant to section 4, the national publisher
shall make a request, in writing addressed to the person in
charge of the legal depository, for payment of the sum to
which he claims he is entitled under subsection (1) and

shall submit therewith a statement in writing of the actual
cost to him of the production of the copy deposited.

(3) Where a national publisher makes no request for
payment in dccordance with subsection (2), he shall be
deemed to have waived his entitlement to payment under
subsection (1).

(4) This section shall not apply where the document
is published by the Crown or any Government department
or office or any statutory body.

(5) Where a national publisher—

(a) does not receive compensation from a legal depos-
itory within the period specified in subsection (1)
for the reason that in the opinion of the legal
depository—

(i) the national publisher is not entitled to
compensation; or -

(i) a statement of costs submitted under sub-
section (2) specified an amount which is in












